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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


GCC OFFICIAL DISCUSSES EEC OBSTACLES TO PETROCHEMICALS 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 23-29 Apr 86 pp 36-37 


[Article: "Dr ‘Abdallah al-Quwayz to AL-MAJALLAH Shortly Before the 
Arrival of the European Delegation in Riyadh: 'The Europeans Should 
Declare to Us the True Reasons Behind the Obstacles They Are Placing in 
Front of Our Exports'"] 


[Text] With a trade volume that has reached 5.7 billion European units, 
the EC ranks third in trade with the countries of the GCC, after the United 
States and Japan. As Mr Claude Cheysson, former foreign minister of France 
and commissioner to the EEC, said at the day of information and study 
organized by the Franco-Arab Chamber of Commerce in Paris last year, "The 
year 1986 will witness a positive turn in trade relations between the Gulf 
states and the EC." 


Perhaps the greatest obstacle blockiug the way to cooperation between the 
two communities is the export of Gulf petrochemicals to Europe. On 

25 April, a negotiating delegation from the EEC will arrive in Riyadh for 
continued negotiations with officials in the GCC countries. 

Dr ‘Abdallah al-Quwayz, GCC assistant secretary general for economic 
affairs, speaks about this subject. 


About the technical obstacles that the EEC countries are creating, 
Dr al-Quwayz says: 


"The obstacles placed by the EEC presently take the form of a very low level 
set for quantities allowed to be exported without tariffs. These small 
quantities are not in keeping with the production capacity of petrochemical 
plants in the GCC countries. Also, tariffs are being imposed on products 
that in past years used to enter the European market duty-free. The EEC 
justifies these obstacles on legal grounds based on its commitment to the 
system of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, GATT, and by the 

fact that the Generalized Scheme of Preferences, which is a system whereby 
the industrialized countries allow certain products of developing countries 
to enter their markets duty-free, is a unilateral measure not subject to 
bilateral or multilateral negotiations." 


Alternatives Must Be Reviewed Before Retaliation 


About the fact that the Gulf states have until now not hurried to apply the 
principle of retaliation, Dr al-Quwayz says, "Although this is one of the 
alternatives proposed to us, it is included among other alternatives. The 
GCC countries want evervone's behavior in international economic relations 
to be in harmony with customary usages and laws. Therefore, before talking 
about retaliation, the other alternatives must be reviewed." 


And that a decision may be made about following one of the proposed 
alternatives, he replies, "we are presently carrying on discussions with the 
EEC to agree on the best formula to regulate future relations between the 

two sides. It is therefore difficult now to predict the nature of the agree- 
ment or the time needed to reach it." 


If There Is a Conflict of Interests, Frankness Is Required 


But Claude Cheysson has stated the point at issue between you and the EC 
when he said, "The export of Gulf petrochemicals to Europe puts them into 
confrontation with EEC production." What is your reply to him? 


Dr al-Quwayz says, “Even though some GCC petrochemical products on which 
tariffs have been reimposed by the EEC represent no real competition to their 
corresponding European products; what Mr Cheysson has said is true to some 
extent. However, this leads us to a number of conclusions: First, if 

the question is one of conflict of interests, there is nothing to prevent 

its being pointed out frankly without covering it over with legal pretexts. 
Second, concentration on interests alone may come at the expense of the 
equitable dealings to which the two sides aspire. Third, the ultimate 

loser from any protectionist policy is the final consumer, who will be forced 
to pay higher prices. Therefore, while any decision toward protection may 

at first seem enticing, in the long term it will be contrary to what the maker 
of the decision intended to realize: the public interest and an increase 

in consumer welfare. I would go further and say that even if we look at the 
income that the government that makes such a decision receives from higher 
tariffs, this income may increase in the short term, but it will do so at 

the expense of that government's income from taxes on industries it would 
have developed had it exploited its comparative advantage and lowered its 
support for unprofitable industries." 


Al-Quwayz adds, "We have heard this pretext, and we have heard other 

pretexts such as Europe's imposing tariffs on the petrochemical products of 
GCC countries because our production partners are not Europeans. If the 
Europeans hesitate to enter into competition because we produce jointly, 

that is not our problem. What does all this mean? It means that the 
repeatedly raised allegation that the reimposition of tariffs on petrochemicals 
produced in the Gulf is merely the application of legal and administrative 
measures that are not directed against anyone and that are not intended to 
offend any particular country is really just allegation. This gives others 
every right to protect their interests." 








Where is Free Trade? 


Replying to a question on the subject of trade and on the present issue of 
petrochemicals, Dr al-Quwayz says, "The stand of the GCC countries is for 
international free trade, a principle that Europe has long proclaimed and 
extolled. The GCC countries have adopted this principle and carry it 

out in practice. We ask others to carry out in practice what they proclaim 
in words, because international free trade will lead to greater prosperity 
for mankind. If this freedom leads to a world-wide redistribution of industry 
according to the geographical advantages of each region, so be it. Following 
this principle will increase mutual reliance and decrease monopolies. 
Decisions have been made in the greatest international assemblies for which 
the industrialized countries have voted and which stipulate the freedom of 
developing countries to export their products. The Generalized Scheme of 
Preferences was adopted in the wake of these agreements. The decisions in 
question call on the industrialized countries to open their markets and not 
to place restrictions on the products of developing countries in these 
markets. This aspect becomes even more important if we realize that the 
technology and machines used in these factories are products of the 
industrialized countries. Furthermore, granting the principle of specializa- 
tion and encouraging geographical regions to concentrate on producing those 
commodities that are more economically suited to production than other 
regions will make the industries that depend on these products in the 
industrialized countries cheaper and will consequently ease the burden of the 
ultimate consumer. As for petrochemicals: in spite of the tempest that has 
been stirred up, GCC production of them represents only a small proportion of 
world production, and what is exported tc Europe represents an even smaller 
proportion," 


Strength of Negotiating Position, Determining Gains and Concessions 


About the ongoing negotiations with the EEC, the GCC assistant secretary 
general says, “One cannot regard the evaluation of international trade 
relations, either at the grouping level or at the bilateral leve’, as a matter 
of either thorns or roses. Each side in its relations with the other seeks 
to obtain maximum gains. At the same time, it knows that it must offer some 
concessions, and it continually seeks to restrict these concessions within 
the narrowest possible range. Determining the gains and concessions does not 
depend on the strength of any side's negotiating position. One must enter 
into long and complicated negotiations before a precise determination of the 
size of these gains and concessions, and thence before reaching an agreement. 
The relationship between the GCC countries and the EC must be evaluated from 
this perspective. The negotiations going on between the two sides are still 
in their initial stage, and one must wait before judging their results." 
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MAURITANIA 


BRIEFS 


OULD TAYA RECEIVES ENVOY-—Colonel Maayouia Sidi Ahmed Ould Taya, chairman of the 
Military Committee for National Salvation and head of the state, this afternoon 
received Mohamed Ould Salek, the Sahraoui Government's secretary general. The 
meeting was attended by Lieutenant Colonel Ahmed Ould Minnih, minister of 
foreign affairs and cooperation. After the meeting the Sahraoui envoy made the 
following statement: [Begin Salek recording] I had the honor of meeting His 
Excellency President Maayouia Sidi Ahmed Ould Taya, chairman of the Military 
Committee for National Salvation and president of the Islamic Republic of 
Masritania, to whom I conveyed the greetings of his brother president of the 
SDAR Mohamed Abdelaziz, and briefed him on the latest development in the western 
Sahara, especially after the preliminary talks held in New York. [end recording] 
[Text] [Nouakchott Domestic Service in Arabic 2030 GMT 26 Apr 86 LD] /12232 


PRESIDENT DISCUSSES PROJECTS--The Saudi Development Fund is financing in 
Mauritania 20 projects amounting to 18 billion ouguiyas. This was disclosed 
yesterday by the deputy managing director of this institution, Muhammad 
‘Abdallah al-Suhayr, after the audience that Colonel Masouiya Sid ‘Ahmed Ould 
Taya, CMSN chairman and head of state, had granted him. Muhammad ‘Abdallah 
al-Sahayr also said he held discussions with the head of state on the projects 
of the Senegal River Development Organization which are financed with Saudi 
assistance. The audience was also attended by the minister of equipment, Hamdy 
Samba Diop, and the Saudi ambassador to Nouakchott, His Excellency Hasan 
"Abdallah Shayky al-Qurashi. [Text] [Nouakchott Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 29 Apr 86 AB] /12232 
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SUDAN 


ISLAMIC LEADER DISCUSSES OUTLOOK, PROGNOSIS 


Khartoum AL-SAHAFAH in Arabic 23 Apr 86 pp 5, ll 


[Interview with al-Sadiq al-Mahdi by Zaynab Azraq and Muhammad Mahmud Rajis 


"Our Experience Is Sudanese Genius’ Gift to the Countries of the Third 
World" ] 


[Text] The al- mmah Party set off a bomb when it declared, as soon as a 
white thread can be distinguished from a black one, the awakening of a "na- 
tional unity" government. 


We were surprised. We are a people who are familiar only with the formation 
of coalitions out of party governments and, when we do form coalitions, we 
differ with one another. This is what experience has shown. 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi has stated, "Democracy without a social dimension and an 
awareness of the balances of reality and the importance of Islam in the 
makeup of the Sudanese people is a plan which cannot be applied." 


He said, "Our experience is Sudanese genius‘ gift to the countries of the 
third world for emerging from the crisis of tiie system of government they 
are suffering from." 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi said and revealed many other things in this conversation 
we held with him, during which we sat on a veranda chat sun and shadow 
shared with splendid equability. It was daytime and sweat permeated the 
words of this conversation. 


Providing the Framework of Democracy 


AL-SAHAFAH: “Let it work, let it pass” is an expression that all liberal 
thinking from which modern democracies today derive their roots and their 
economic, social and political practices has been concentrated about. 


You have mentioned, more than once, that democracy, in this sense, is "a 
plan that cannot be applied in the Sudan.” You have talked about that pro- 
fusely in your election program and have advocated the need for government 
intervention in regulating cifferent aspects of socioeconomic activity. 


The question which arises here is, is it possible to isolate the multi-party 


pattern from the framework it is historically connected tc in the context 
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of liberal democracy, which is connected to another format where social de- 
mocracy is realized alongside political democracy, which will guarantee the 
individual what in this era are called social rights? 


Al-Sadiq: Liberal democracy is a political system which emerged in some Eu- 
ropean and American countries in the framework of specific economic and so- 
cial circumstances. Liberal democracy has basic principles which we adhere 
to and consider fundamental, the founding of the regime on the parliamentary 
system, the guarantee of basic freedoms, independence of the judiciary and 
dominance of the law. However, we consider that a democracy stripped of at- 
tention to actual conditions is one which cannot be stable or endure. There- 
fore, we are providing a three-dimensional framework for the democracy we 
are trying to realize: 


First, the Islamic dimension: In accordance with the Sudanese situation, 
which the election results have asserted, it is necessary to provide validi- 
ty for the Sudanese political experience in Islamic terms. 


Second, the social dimension: We are not committed to the letter to the 
notions of classic liberal democracy, which reduces the status of the gov- 
ernment’'s role and makes it a mere neutral party as far as surveillance over 
social rights and duties is concerned. The government must provide a certain 
amount of social justice for the citizens to protect the democratic system. 


Third, balances: It is necessary to observe the balances the Sudanese situa- 
tion imposes. These basically assume the form of our being a society con- 
sisting of stages of the old and new in juxtaposition. Our national aware- 
ness has not matured yet and our institutions have not become fully real- 
ized; we are a nation full of regional and racial differences, and this is a 
diversity which requires a kind of balance. 


The Parties and the Press 


As far as our experience goes, we are also concerned with the importance of 
registering parties, so that they will have their legal personality and their 
clear commitment to their programs, bylawys and means for participating, 
competing and offering options. We do not want the parties to be turned into 
vehicles for fanaticism, the provocation of violence and fragmentation of 

the nation. 





We will work to adopt suitable measures which will guarantee the democratic 
nature of the union structure and the deterrence of any tendencies which 
might cause it to deviate in the direction of something which might become 

harmful to the democratic experience. 


We believe that the press is a fourth estate and a basic pillar of democra- 
tic society which has its role and its duties. We will strive to have it 
carry out its duties in a manner which is free of flaws by setting out a 
charter for press action and conduct. 


Guided Democr2° 


To sum up, the democracy we are calling for and which we will seek to apply 
is guided democracy. That is guidance which we are not imposing out of 
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dominance or arbitrariness but rather through channels of mutual understand- 
ing and dialogue among the various political forces, and you know, as we do, 
through historic experience, that the only alternative to failure in the 
democratic system is descent into the abyss of dictatorship and national 
fragmentation. 


AL-SAHAFAH: Could you say that democracy, in this sense, is a pure Sudanese 
experience? 


Al-Sadiq: Most affirmatively. Indeed, it is Sudanese genius' gift to the 
countries of the third world. Indeed, many people, before embarking on the 
application, consider that the Sudanese experience will be a hope and a way 
out of the crisis of government in the countries of the third world. 


AL-SAHAFAH: “It had been expected that the transitional situation would cut 
the roots of May, policies and institutions, with the axe of revolutionary 
legitimacy, and that public life would be rescued from leaders in the vari- 
ous areas of government responsibility.” 


This is quoted, verbatim, from the program of the platform of the awakening. 
Does this mean that setting out and carrying out the law on people's retri- 
bution will be one of the next government's priorities? 


Al-Sadiq: There is no doubt that we had expected that the transitional re- 
gime would draw its inspiration from the aspirations of the man on the 
street, who made the revolution, and that clear revolutionary measures would 
be taken in accordance with these aspirations to cut the roots of May. How- 
ever, the transitional government was steeped in conservatism, as if it was 
an administrative government, not a political one, seeking to confront 
things in the context of administrative duties. The transitional govern- 
ment's conservatism prevented it from embodying the aspirations of the peo- 
ple to the desired extent. 


One of these people's aspirations was to confront the mistakes which oc- 
curred in the context of May by creating an urgent legal instrument for 
holding the criminals to account. Since that did not come about in a manner 
which would satisfy the masses’ aspirations, it will strive for a stipula- 
tion of this demand of the people's in the national unity government charter 
and the codification of a law to hold the May criminals to account. That 
will be one of the priorities in the coming period. 


AL-SAHAFAH: Does that mean that you will be reviewing the transitional gov- 
ernment's decrees? 


Al-Sadiq: The coming goveriment is not bound by everything the transitional 
government decreed. If it considers there were mistakes in some of the 
things it has done, it must set them right. It will maintain and embrace 
what was proper. 


The National Unity Government 


[Question] Much controversy has been raised over the meaning and signifi- 
cance of the national unity government you have presented now that opinions 








have become clear. Don't you believe that this government requires further 
explanation as far as the conception of it ani the manner of applying it to 
practical reality, with respect to things over which it differs with the 
national government, are concerned? 


[Answer] “National government" can be given as a title to a grouping of all 
Sudanese parties, without specific reference, and everyone can commit him- 
self to it through unified thinking and a unified program. Therefore, we 
consider that the expression “national government" is bombastic and mechani- 
cal; as for the formulation we have recommended, that proceeds from the pre- 
mise of a program oriented toward the attainment of national unity as a 
basic strategic objective. 


We and They! 


[Question] You took a specific position regarding some parties during and 
before the election campaign. You stated, in a clear expression in your e- 
lection program, that the transitional state of affairs had fallen prey to a 
mistaken conception of the national orientation and considered it an orien- 
tation that brought together people who were at war with the regime and 
those who supported it and provoked its acts of stupidity. Do you still hold 
this position, or have you changed it, following the appearance of the elec- 
tion results? 


[Answer] We left it to the people to rule between our proposal and that of 
the elements on whose proposal we had taken a specific position. In our 
opinion, the people made a ruling which in general is clear. In making a 
distinction between the secular and Islamic platforms, the people chose the 
Islamic platform, and in making a distinction between an Islamic platform 
based on an awakening and another one founded on the May experience, the 
people chose the Islamic platform founded on the Islamic awakening. 


It is clear in interpreting the election results that just as the Sudanese 
people gave us confidence, so did they give support to other sincere persons 
as well, and we consider that the proper interpretation of the election re- 
sults is that they themselves know that the Sudanese people have declared 
their support for specific tendencies to a large degree and have given it to 
them in small degree. If they are able to realize that and respond to the 
notion of the government of national unity, we will deal with them commen- 
surate with the share they have received as part of the political reality 
which must be taken into account as we lay the foundation stones of the 
edifice of the government of national unity. 


The views regarding the proposed charter are those which will determine the 
extent of difference or rapprochement among everyone, and the people who 
will take part in the government in accordance with the charter are those 
who received parliamentary support in the elections. However, this does not 
mean that the acceptance or rejection of the charter will be restricted only 
to various influential persons. Rather, it has been presented to everyone, 
because the idea and the goal are a basic agreed upon political entity for 
realizing national unity, and every citizen has the right to participate in 
supporting this charter. 











The Charter 


AL-SAHAFAH: What are the basic sections and means for bringing the charter 
about, and what are its goals? 


[Answer] We liave presented ideas around which negotiating is taking place 
now, in the light of a correct interpretation of the election results. As 
for the charter in its final form, that is what everyone will give agreement 
to after consultations and it is expected that this will take place and a 
declaration will be made on it in the course of today. 


Elimination of the September Laws 


AL-SAHAFAH: The elimination of the September laws is one of the sections of 
the proposed charter. In your consultations, will you be able to waive this 
section? 


[Answer] If you interpret the election results correctly, you will find that 
the elections eliminated these laws. 


With the Unionist and Other Parties 


AL-SAHAFAH: What about your meeting last Sunday with Mr Muhammad ‘Uthman al- 
Mirghani, overseer of the Democratic Unionist Party? Have you been able to 
reach positive results toward the end of realizing the government of nation- 
al unity? 


[Answer] At this meeting, we reached specific conclusions and viewpoints 
which we set down in writing, and the leaders of the two parties are now 
studying them to determine the bases for agreement. It is expected that the 
results of the consultations will be announced in a few days. 


We have also contacted the political grouping of the southern Sudan, and at 
the present time consultations are taking place between us and them to ar- 
rive at a specific position on the notion of a national unity government. We 
met with Father Philip ‘Abbas Ghabbush, chairman of the Sudanese National 
Party, to combine our thoughts regarding the same objective and to combine 
statements. 


I sent a memorandum to southern political figures and parties before the 
election results became apparent. In it I invited them to discuss the issue 
of the south in a serious manner and hold meetings in which views concerning 
their position on the national unity government, representation of the south 
and the national constitutional conference would be exchanged. The day be- 
fore yesterday a meeting was held with influential southern political fig- 
ures in the course of which an open dialogue was held on the main issues. 


Concerning the Islamic Front, direct contact has not yet taken place between 
us and them, although some mediators have talked with us and them. 


We stressed to the mediators that we believe that the post-election stage is 
to be considered a new one which will require new treatment. We stressed to 





them that we do not intend to alienate any political body, but that we want 
dealings to be on a clear basis. If we find that the Islamic Front is inter- 
preting the results of the elections in an objective, realistic manner and 
wants to take part in building a national unity government, dealings with it 
will be on this basis. 


The Banking System 


AL-SAHAFAH: The last days of the May regime witnessed confusion in the bank- 
ing system and government finances because of the appearance of confusion 
and lack of financial and banking discipline. 


Where does the problem of the banks stand within your priorities and how do 
you view solutions for getting out of this crisis, which is to be considered 
one of the effects of the defunct regime? 


[Answer] In our opinion, the whole banking system is stumbling about in 
great chaos. Some banks have been given privileges on specific bases which 
must be reviewed. It is necessary to review the entire banking sector to 
save it from the chaos into which it is slipping. 


As far as the Islamic banks go, a sort of neglect now exists, in the sense 
that there is no law specifying the Islamic nature of the practices to be 
followed within them. The whole situation is left to rulings officials work- 
ing in these banks issue, determining what is Islamic and acceptable and 
what is non-Islamic and unacceptable. 


This is not a proper procedure. The government is responsible by law for 
determining what is Islamic and what is non-Islamic regarding banking trans- 
actions. This is its right, and it must not be left to the rulings of offi- 
cials. 


Reform will include in general the whole banking system and the Islamic 
banking system in particular, and we will work to eliminate improper bases 
and practices for the sake of establishing a vigorous banking sector. 


The Law on Elections 
AL-SAHAFAH: Are you thinking about changing the law on elections? 


Does what you are calling for include the representation of women and modern 
forces? 


[Answer] We will try to get the new law on elections, after the approval of 
the constitution, to include all the ideas for renewal which we have recom- 
mended to the transitional government, which the conservative attitude pre- 
vented it from answering, and in the law we will review all these things 
which we consider to have been the mistakes of the transitional government. 
To the last moment, we had been promised that districts would be allocated 
to women, but that has not come about. 
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The Cabinet Breakdown 


AL-SAHAFAH: How will cabinet portfolios be distributed in the context of the 
national unity government? Will you be most concerned with sovereignty min- 
istries? 


[Answer] If agreement is reached in the context of the national unity char- 
ter, the distribution of portfolios will be by agreement, and we will bal- 
ance the sovereignty and service portfolios in order that participation may 
be complete, although we have been extremely concerned over the solidarity 
of cabinet responsibility and having the prime minister considered the head 
of the government. In the light of the experiences of past governments, we 
will set out a basic “protocol” on whose basis the new government will be 
established, because what we want is a national government representing ev- 
eryone and expressing this representation strongly. As o how the portfolios 
will be distributed, that will constitute one of the things on which negoti- 
ation among the bodies making up the coming government will take place. 


John Garang 


AL-SAHAFAH: In your election program, you specified three eventualities for 
the nature of John Garang's movement. You said that it could be an ambitious 
group which wants to impose a political idea on the Sudan by force, an ins- 
trument for a foreign body, or a national movement with a different theory 
of its own. 


Could you produce a real definition of the true essence of John Garang's 
movement? What is your current position on the movement? 


[Answer] If John Garang is ready for a peaceful solution, we will continue 
to try to reach one. Regardless of his position, we believe that new circum- 
stances now exist which must be taken into consideration. One of the things 
John Garang was constantly stating is that the military council would not 
hand over authority and would conspire against it. This argument has most 
certainly fallen by the wayside. He said that the elections were meaningless 
and that they would not take place, and he had doubts about them. The elec- 
tions took place, with good performance to a large degree, and the current 
assembly represents the will of no less then 90 percent of the people of the 
Sudan, a situation in law which he must respect. If he wants to alienate 
himself from it, that will weaken his political position. 


John Garang was very inclined to halting oil production in the south as a 
card for pressure. That card has become greatly weakened because the drop in 
oil prices will reduce the oil bill from $600 to $150 million. A possible 
formula now exists for dealing with some oil-producing countries on a com- 
mercial basis, and not one of grants. 


All these new considerations are prompting John Garang to think a great deal 
about what his position must be, especially since we in the context of the 
new regime will not permitg@the armed forces’ current position, will give 
priority to their support Ynd will consider this a national duty taking pre- 
cedence over all other duties. That also involves protecting the nation and 
the Sudanese citizen. 
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In any event, no matter what his position is, we will address him and we 
have sent him a neutral delegation hoping that it will meet with a positive 
position from him for the political development of the country. Even i: he 
does not respond, we will continue with a peaceful solution to the problem 
in the context of the national constitutional conference and we will work to 
continue with the two basic goals, which are a peaceful solution to deal 
with all grievances and issues and performance of everything that is necesa- 
ry for the security of the nation and the citizens, hoping that we will be 
successful in realizing these objectives. 


The party's delegation went not for the sake of dialogue but for the sake of 
telling him "You have taken a negative position in the past period, and 
there is a new stage which requires new positions." 


If a Positive Position Exists 


AL-SAHAFAH: If Garang comes to Khartoum and demands participation in the 
regime, will you give agreement to that? 


[Answer] If he offers anything positive, we will talk with him and 
assess the extent of his negative and positive attitudes. 


The People Who Wallowed 


[Question] "The people who wallowed in the dirt of May will not come under 
the shadow of the national platform, unless they purify themselves of the 
responsibilities of May." 


This expression appeared in your election program. Who do you mean by the 
word "wallowed" and how will the purification of the responsibilities of May 
take place? 


[Answer] Those are the people whe played an executive and security political 
role in the May [regime]. Their performance of these tasks was sufficient to 
eliminate them from political action. The people eliminated some of them 
during the elections, and the people elected some of them. 


We have proposed the law on retaliation by the people to hold their ilk to 
account, that was to have been carried out and the law was to have been put 
into effect, in the context of revolutionary legitimacy. However, the tran- 
sitional regime did not pass a law dealing with this situation. Any conduct 
at the present time will be subject to the status of constitutional legiti- 
macy and whatever is carried out will be in balance between what we want to 
do in accordance with constitutional powers and what we can do in light of 
others' possession of powers. In the transitional period, it would have been 
possible to settle the matter by means of revolutionary legitimacy, but to- 
day it is necessary to observe the balances in light of the new legitimacy. 


For Constitutional Positions 


[Question] Have you stipulated specifications or specific recommendations 
relative to people who are supposed to be appointed to higher constitutional 














positions, the sovereignty council and chairmanship of the constituent as- 
sembly? 


[Answer] The chairman and members of the sovereignty council are supposed to 
be people who express and embody the spirit of national unity and possess 
competence. 


As far as the chairman of the council goes, he must possess objectivity and 
awareness and it is preferable that he be part of the legal profession. 


The Results of the Graduates’ Districts 
[Question] Didn't the result of the graduates’ seats surprise you? 


[Answer] Yes, we were surprised. This was the result of an alliance of the 
people's opinions. It is true that the people gave the Islamic Front some 
weight, but it is a weight whose status has been reduced, and it did not 
give it such great support as was the case in the graduates’ districts. This 
made the graduates’ results conflict with the orientations of the Sudanese 
people. 


The Reasons 
[Question] But what is the reason for this result? 


[Answer] The Islamic Front is an old organization which has a number of 
names, such as the Brothers, the Islamic Tendency and the Charter Front. It 
is not a new phenomenon. It benefitted from its presence in the May context 
for 8 years, during which it continued to look after the circumstances of 
graduates and fellowships and created a system for them in every country 
outside the Sudan, which others whom at that time for security purposes we 
described as the opposition were not able to do. 


We do not believe that graduates absolutely support the Islamic ideological 
premise with which the Islamic Front is connected. 


We believe that the National Front is reaping the fruit of its cooperation 
with the May regime, just as it has paid the price for this cooperation. 
This does not mean that the graduates have rejected the al-Ummah Party's 
position. I believe that if the graduates look into the essence of the Sep- 
tember laws they will be able only to condemn then. 


I cannot understand that an educated person would accept the contents of 
Article 321 of the 1983 penal code, which causes a person's hand to be se~- 
vered just because he has taken someone else's money, just because it comes 
to 100 Sudanese pounds, although the conditions Islamic law has stipulated 
for severance are five, not two: "Take other people's money secretly, in a 
sanctuary, without compulsion, provided that this money come to the minimum 
amount." This means dropping three of Islamic law's conditions for sever- 
ance. The hands of more than 200 Sudanese were cut off without consideration 
for most of the Islamic penalties for theft. They were mostly cut off un- 
justly, if we take into account the precedent of the suspension of the Isla- 
mic penalty of severance during the year of the drought in ‘Umar's era. 
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Al-Sadiq wondered: 
“How could any educated person agree to that? 


"In addition, ‘aggression’ in Islamic law is an extremely specific, clear 
crime. The people whose hands were cut off in May in accordance with Article 
434 on the charge of robbery had them cut off unjustly, because the defini- 
tion of aggression differs from that. Aggression in reality is armed viola- 
tion of the law and the commission of robbery in an area in which there is 
no recourse, that is remote from the government's authority, because it en- 
tails the notion of conspiracy, armed violation and planning which necessi- 
tates such a penalty. 


“However, for it to be applied just for robbery is not an Islamic ruling. If 
the graduates who voted for the front read thses laws and agreed to them, 
our suffering concerning a large part of our graduates will be great, and if 
they did not read them, the suffering can be understood more!" 


Conclusion 


This conversation took 2 hours, but dozens of questions remained in mind, 

looking for an answer. We had wished that the conversation could last more 
than that, but the "man's" time is limited and he is faced with an agenda 

full of meetings and encounters. 
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KUWAIT 


FOREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES GULF WAR, IRANIAN THREAT 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 5 Apr 86 pp 7-8 


[Article by Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad: "Matters Have Become So Serious That 
Silence No Longer Avails, There Must Be Arab Movement"] 


[Text] The holding of this session of the august council of the Arab 

League coincides with the 4lst anniversary of the founding of our Arab 
League, this edifice that represents a framework for our jc-nt Arab action in 
spite of all the obstacles that still stand before us and prevent the 
realization of the lofty aspirations that our charter proclaims. Also, this 
session takes place under Arab and international circumstances of extreme 
precariousness and complexity and in the shadow of momentous challenges and 
dangers to which our Arab nation is exposed and which are aimed at the 
security and stability of our peoples. There is no doubt, brothers, that 

we are called upon to stand resolutely in the face of the retreat to which 
our joint Arab activity is exposed in facing these challenges and dangers. 


The persistence of the worsening situation to which we have come increases 
our feelings of pain and bitterness. We remain prisoners of cruel 
anguish, while our Arab action remains incapable of fulfilling even the 
iminum hopes and aspirations of our nation. 


All of us must perceive the retreat through which our Arab world is living on 
the material and moral fronts. One cannot doubt that it is a retreat that 
has resulted from objectives and plots of powers that are always striving 
to make our worsening situation persist. I do not need to define the 
identity of these powers; I am fully confident that we all can point 
accusing fingers at them without difficulty. On the economic level, we are 
all aware of the difficulties to which we are today exposed; these 
difficulties have left their reflection in a basic way on our abilities and 
possibilities for facing the challenges of development and construction for 
our peoples, not to mention how these difficulties have narrowed the role 
we can carry out in regard to the issues of our destiny. On the level of 
our military situation, Israel still occupies our Arab lands and makes 

free use of our airspace to reach deep within our Arab lands, undeterred. 
On the level of morale, you must all feel the extent of the anguish through 
which our peoples are living due to the fragmentation of the Arab 

position and the clear absence of an active Arab role capable of raising 
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this people's level of hopes and expectations in a way commensurate with the 
size of these challenges and capable of assuring that they reach the legitimate 
aspirations for which they yearn. 


We believe, therefore, that in the face of all this it behooves us to turn 
to each other in a moment of frankness and ask, "Is this not sufficient 
cause for movement?" Is this not sufficient to make us take the initiative? 
Is it not enough to make us throw aside our differences? Let us set out on 
a constructive course that will restore the honor of this nation land the 
self-esteem of our Arab peoples. Let us give this Arab world impetus to 
transcend this painful state of affairs and to reach a brighter reality. 


Again, is 1ll of this retreat not enough, or do we want more of it and more 
destruction of the will of this nation? 


It goes without saying that our present Arab reality summons us insistently 
to meet at the highest levels to study our current circumstances carefully 
and to launch forward with joint action toward horizons where we can move 
practically to give body to initiatives in which the higher Arab interest 
will overcome our self-interests. 


Although some believe that the current crisis in Arab affairs prevents such 
a meeting, we firmly believe that we shall never be able to deal with the 
crisis until this meeting takes place. The meeting will represent a basic 
point of departure for any effort to confront all the challenges. Perhaps, 
brothers, you remember that words like these echoed shortly before the 

last meeting of our leaders during the emergency summit in Casablanca. 
However, the positive results and the agreement of views achieved by that 
summit gave true expression to the possibility of continued joint Arab 
activity through the mechanism of summit conferences. 


When we review together the challenges we face, we have to say that the 
destructive Iraq-Iran war through which our region has been living for the 
last 6 years presents a challenge that has drained and is still draining 
Arab and Islamic capabilities and energies that we need above all to use 

in confronting a common foe who places the destruction of this nation at 

the forefront of his plans. Furthermore, the continuation of this war 
represents a clear and direct threat to security and stability in our region. 


You have doubtlessly followed the latest developments: Iran's escalation 

of operations against our brother, Iraq, and the resulting occupation of 
portions of Iraqi territory, not to mention the threats that Iran continues 
to direct at the countries of the Arab Gulf, threats wose nature is to lead 
to a widening in the sc»pe of the war while threateni:g the security and 
stability of our countries, and creating an extremely complicated and 
dangerous situation in our region at a time when we remain, as always, ready 
to exert even greater efforts to put an end to this destructive war. We 

are led to believe that such threats can only be covert pretexts for hostile 
acts to be embarked upon by Iran against the security and sovereignty cf our 
countries. These threats represent for us a hostile position toward sur 
countries on the part of the Iranian government. 
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Although we have striven by every means to persuade officials in Iran 

that the continuation of this war will bring only destruction to the two 
countries and, indeed, to the entire region, Iran has continued to refuse 

all efforts at mediation. We have therefore been left with few choices 

in the area of striving to maintain relations of Islamic brotherhood 2id 

good neighborliness with Iran despite our desire for such relations. In the 
face of the recent escalation of the Iraq-Iran war, we ask bitterly, "Does 

it not concern our Arab brothers? Does Iran's occupation of parts of the 
territory of our brother, Iraq, not concern them? Are they not concerned 

that after Iraq it will be the turn of the countries of the Arab Gulf?" 

We ask ourselves, but we know for certain that it concerns them to the 
greatest extent. Thus, in order to be faithful to our national responsibilities, 
we have to say that matters have reached a point where silence no longer 
avails. We must all move in a manner appropriate to the nature of the dangers 
of the war and in a way that will enable us truly to confront the challenges 
and developments of that war. 


In keeping with the demands of truth and justice, I will not fail to praise 
our brother, Iraq, for its repeatedly announced acceptance and readiness 
to respond to peaceful initiatives to resolve the conflict. 


We are all well aware of how the persistence of this war has had negative 
repercussions on the possibilities for joint Arab action and has come to 
represent a roadblock to building the Arab force required to confront the 
vicious Zionist plots aimed at the entire Arab existence, Also, the con- 
tinuation of the war has frustrated what we all continually seek: a role 
for the Gulf states in regard to the problems of our Arab nation which is 
a role we have always been and remain eager to play without delay in an 
attempt to strengthen that Arab solidarity whose absence will continue to 
block every effort that might move Arab action forward with steadier steps 
and greater resolve. 


Therefore, before we confront the international community with bearing its 
objective and moral responsibilities, we are called upon, in facing the 
challenges of this war, to be faithful to all the values, commitments, and 
covenants through which we ought to cooperate in regard to the war. This 
cooperation ought to rise to the level of what our historic responsibilities-- 
indeed, our contractual obligations--enjoin upon us in the face of such a 
challenge. At the forefront of these obligations lies the Joint Arab 

Defense Agreement which is our duty to implement without delay in word and 

in deed. Without such faithfulness and such a level of cooperation, we shall 
never be able to meet the challenge, and the continuation of the war will 
once again remain a factor ruining all efforts and attempts to overcome the 
many difficulties that beset our joint Arab action. 


Perhaps one of the most serious of the challenges we face is what is happening 
to the Palestinian cause, which is our central issue. This cause has 

suffered and continues to suffer greatly from the fragmentation of the 

Arab position which has been all too clearly reflected in developments 

related to the issue and in the many negative aspects that have accompanied 
these developments. Certainly, you are sadly aware of where in the 
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priorities of the international community this issue has come to stand and 

of how it has declined in priority as compared to what was the case when 
there was some minimal unity in the Arab position. Therefore, what we 

must first do, in order to fulfill our national responsibilities toward 

this issue, is to hasten to move the issue to the forefront of the concerns 
of the international community that through a united Arab position the issue 
may come to receive the just treatment that would put an end to the consuming 
anguish of our brother Palestinian people and realize the legitimate 
aspirations of that people in its just struggle. 


On the other hand, it behooves us to say that the negative situation we 
witness today regarding the Palestinian issue has not resulted solely from 
weakness of the Arab position and absence of a united Arab plan able to 
restore the national rights of the Palestinian people; the matter goes 
back to the divisions in the Palestinian ranks. There is no doubt that 
these divisions have had an impact on the course of the PLO's struggle at 
all levels. 


We find that it is our right and duty to point out the utter necessity for 
a restoration of unity within the framework of the PLO as the sole 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. It is the duty of our 
Palestinian brothers to transcend all their differences to arrive at a 
working formula for united national action through which the PLO will be 
able to assert its existence and its active role. 


The sufferings of our brothers, the Lebanese people, are another indication 
of the magnitude of the challenges we face. A series of momentous events 
has swept away the security, stability, and unity of this people. The 
Israeli occupation of southern Lebanon represents another critical dimension 
of the problem of this fraternal country and further complicates all of its 
aspects. It is therefore necessary for all of us to stand beside this 
people that Lebanon may again be an Arab country enjoying security and 
stability and able to make a contribution in partnership with its brothers 
in confronting the challenges and dangers to which this nation is exposed. 


As we meet today, there are many issues on our agenda that demonstrate the 
need for a unified Arab position. Perhaps in the forefront of these issues 
and among the most pressing of them are the motives and reasons that have 
led to the change that has come over the positions of some countries in 
regard to our central issue. Among the indications of this change has 

been the fact that some of these countries have embarked upon the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations with the Zionist entity. 


On the basis of the above points, I wish to state that we shall never be abie 
to raise our joint Arab activity to a level commensurate with the hopes and 
aspirations of our peoples as long as there is not serious and urgent com- 
munication leading to unity in our Arab position. Through unity we shall be 
truly able to face the challenges that beset us--not to mention the credibility 
this will impart to our movement. This credibility is what our Arab peoples 
are striving to perceive behind many current positions t .ough which it will 

be possible for us to preserve for our Arab nation its honored position among 
nations and peoples. 
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QATAR 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANALYZES NATIONAL ECONOMY 
London AL~TADAMUN in Arabic 19-25 Apr 86 p 26 
{Articl. by Salih Zaytun: “The Future Role of the Private Sector”] 


[Text] For the first time since the economic recession beset the Gulf area 

4 years ago, and for the first time since the present oil market crisis began, 
an open seminar for economists has been organized in Qatar to discuss ways of 
getting out of the presenc dilemma. 


The Qatar Chamber of Commerce was invited to the seminar, where it presented 
a detailed analysis of international, Arab and local economic conditions, 
which concentrated in particular on the drop in oil prices and production 
quotas, which has affected commercial activity in the region, and on the de- 
cline in oil revenues, which has put 2 limit to the producing countries’ ex- 
penditures on commercial imports. The analysis also dealt with fluctuating 
exchange rates, especially since the industrial nations’ finance ministers’ 
agreement to lower the exchange rate of the dollar as opposed to principal 
currencies such as the German mark, the French franc, and the Japanese yen 
has had a negative effect on trade exchange »between tne industrial nations 
and the oil-producing countries. 


The Qatar Chamber of Commerce analysis went on to discuss the Arab situation, 
pointing out that the Arab economies are quite diverse, varying from free econ- 
omies to socialist and joint economies. Furthermore, staudards and specifi- 
cations differ, transport means and marketing and advertising agencies are 
weak, and there is a lack of confidence in national products. 


Overlying all of this is the presence of the Zionist entity on Arab land, 
which has led to the expenditure of much effort to buy arms from the indus- 
trial nations. 


In the regional context, the analysis pointed out that the Gulf economy's in- 


frastructure for industrial, construction and social development has not yet 
been completed, in spite of the abundant natural resources and income. In 
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addition, the Gulf states still depend on oil as their principal revenue-pro- 
ducing commodity. Furthermore, the outbreak of the Iraq-Iran war poses a 
threat to the Muslim countries and the surrounding Gulf countries and affects 
their development plans. 


The Qatar Chamber of Commerce analysis then touched on economic activity in 
Qatar, with a quick overview of the development of this economy, which had ex- 
perienced no real boom until it became independent and Shaykh Khalifah bin 
Hamad Al Thani took over the reins of government in 1972. At that time, the 
groundwork was laid for diversifying Qatar's sources of revenue, the contract- 
ing, construction and industrial sectors flourished, financial and investment 
companies appeared, and generous expenditures were made in the various service 
sectors. 


The analysis then dealt with the mechanics of the Qatar economy, in which gov- 
ernment spending is the prime mover of economic activity. 


However, these expenditures have dropped because of the world recession, and 
the private sector has fallen behind because of its basic dependence on gov- 
ernment projects. The year 1985 saw the distinct emergence of economic re- 
cession problems as the country's economic forces-~government, banks, trades- 
men and individuals-~began reordering their priorities. A drop in non-essen- 
tial spending was noted, and some projects were delayed, while the banks be- 
came much stricter in granting credit to applicants. 


The Chamber of Commerce analysis pointed out that confronted with this situa- 
tion, the Qatar government promptly took the initiative in encouraging the 
private sector to take its rightful place in establishing factories and set- 
ting up projects; we thus saw the emergence of light industry. 


The chamber appealed to everyone to assume their responsibilities and work 
together to revive the nation's economy. To this end, it outlined some pro- 
posals for stimulating the economy, getting out of the vicious circle of total 
reliance on government spending, and moving on to a new phase in which private 
sector potentials can be released and employed in such a way as to ensure con- 
tinued economic growth. Here the analysis pointed out that the Qatari pri- 
vate sector has vast resources which, however, are not put to good use. For 
example, we find that 40 percent of the estimated 4 billion Qatari riyals de- 
posited in banks are in foreign currencies. If this sum were invested in 
Qatar, it would be to the good of everyone. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


EFFECT OF AGRICULTURE CRISIS IN LAHIJ DISCUSSED 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 27 Mar 86 p 4 
[Article by Adil Muhammad Qa'id] 


[Text] On the 13th of January, our country saw bloody and destructive 
events because of the plot led by a gang of conspirators under the leadership 
of ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad and his hate-filled group. The basic intention of 
this plot was to liquidate the party and to bring an end to what had been 
accomplished by the workers of the country. These events and the conse- 
quences thereof brought the course of economic life to a complete halt and 
created fear in the hearts of the people. 


The Governorate of Lahij played a great and prominent role from the very 
beginning. The people of this governorate rose up to defend the legitimacy 
of the party and the things which had been achieved, and they offered up 
large numbers of martyrs to the cause of thwarting the plot and bringing 
about a victory for the party. It fell upon this governorate, which was 
distinguished by its stance, to offer all available resources; it sent in 
water trucks to the people of the city of Aden who had been besieged for 
more than 10 days to save tens of thousands of children, old men, and women 
from dying of thirst. 


During the events, workers on the state farms and the cooperatives in the 
Lahij Governorate, under the direction of the party leadership in the 
governorate, played a big role in meeting the essential needs of the people 
of Aden for fruits and vegetables, and in creating stability and helping life 
return to normal. 


In a meeting with Comrade Muhammad Muhsin al-Ja'di, director of the agricul- 
tural administration in the Lahij Governorate, he talked about the rapid 
measures which the administration had taken following the January 13 events, 
and the harm that they had caused to the farms and cooperatives. 


Practical Measures 
The agricultural administration is currently trying to take steps to ensure 


that local consumption needs will be covered by bringing additional acreages 
of vegetables for consumption into its basic plan. The task which the farms 





and cooperatives have taken on has been appreciated by the party leadership 
and by the citizens of the country, in spite of the product spoilage which 
has occurred because of the halt in marketing activities and the destruction 
of the tomato factory as a result of its being bombed. Large quantities of 
tomatoes for processing and consumption spoiled at the beginning of the peak 
season, so the effect on the production and financial aspects of the farms 
and cooperatives is absolute. 


The Agricultural Production Plan for 1985/1986 


The course cf implementing the agricultural production plan was affected by 
the events of January 13, since work on the farms and cooperatives came to a 
halt, but in order not to cause confusion in the 1985/1986 plan, there is no 
suggestion that the plan for the farms and cooperatives be adjusted, except 
that additional areas will be brought in to meet consumer demands which are 
expected to increase over the next few months, especially in the capital 
Aden. In the state farms, as well as the cooperatives, acreages of summer 
vegetables and squashes will be introduced according to the circumstances 

of their production units. In addition, other acreages of squashes will be 
introduced if flood waters are enough. 


The Marketing Process 


This aspect was greatly affected by the events, and that was reflected in 
the distribution of the products of the agricultural plan, which had been 
expected to bring large returns. 


Problems of the Marketing Process 


The most important of these are: Lack of regulation of marketing during the 
events because the farms and cooperatives rushed to supply the citizens of 
the city of Aden with food, so the farms sold their produce by themselves; 
this was also because the cooperatives were unable to market their members’ 
produce, which caused the farmers to market their produce themselves so 

that it would not spoil. 


2--Prices were affected since the cooperatives were forced to buy their 
produce at lower prices because the state farms were marketing their 
produce in large quantities. This will doubtless affect the financial side 
of the cooperatives, including what pertains to the value of the produce, 
taxes, and what had been expected would be obtained from marketing. 


3--The tomato puree plant stopped operating because it was bombed, which 
caused quantities of tomatoes on the farms which had been slated for 
processing to be marketed for consumption. The increase in the amount of 
tomatoes on the farms and cooperatives during the period when the plant 
was not operating caused them to be sold at reduced prices. 


4--The tomato crop itself remaining in the ground because of marketing 
problems in addition to the plant stoppage caused about 20-30 percent of the 
product to rot because it was not harvested. Also, the crop remaining on 








the plants will weaken the plants themselves, and that will subsequently 
affect the yield in the upcoming period. 


5--A portion of the vegetable crops spoiled because roads were closed, in 
addition to the amounts that were returned from the branch vegetable 
establishment. There was also theft of some products in the state farms. 


6--Regarding the size of the loss that befell the farms and cooperatives 
during the events, Comrade al-Ja'di added: 


The size of the loss in the cooperatives and farms was about 557,919 tons 
valued at 60,730,250 dinars. That is in addition to some of the losses 
experienced by the state farms and cooperatives in equipment, machinery, 
cars, and farmers’ wages, in addition to areas that went dry because they 
were not irrigated during the events, and their value is estimated at 
4,888,500 dinars. 


[Question] How much was marketed during the events? 


[Answer] The total amount marketed was 419,765 tons. The farms marketed 
119,114 tons and the cooperatives 300,651, of which 211,175 was for govern- 
ment marketing and 208,500 was for cooperative marketing. 


[Question] How is the cotton problem? 


[Answer] Regarding the cotton crop, the cotton, thus far, has not been 
received and graded. Also, the crates for packing the cotton have not been 
provided. Its staying there will have effects, especially since the 
farmers are getting ready for the new season. 


[Question] What are your concerns at the present time? 


{Answer] The farms and cooperatives encountered difficulties during the 
events, and we expect that they will continue in the upcoming period. They 
are that the cooperatives are now suffering from the nonavailability of 
fuel--(salit)--to operate the pumps and the vehicles which take the produce 
to the reception centers, and there is a shortage in the number of boxes 
needed to ship the tomato crop, and spare parts are not available, some of 
which are not found in the trade company. Some of the farms and cooperatives 
have faced a shortage of some production requirements when they have not 
been available in the agricultural services establishment. It is expected 
that productivity will fall because of the halt to trading in the tools 
used by the farms in harvest and irrigation operations, as well as a halt 
in raises for additional work by workers, especially guards and those who 
ship the agricultural produce. 


[Question] What are your proposals for facilitating the marketing process? 
[Answer] --Working to regulate marketing 


--Speeding up the receival of the cotton crop. 
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--Providing fuel. 


--Speeding up payment for the value of the agricultural produce by the 
vegetable establishment as well as the tomato factory, and providing boxes 
for shipping the agricultural produce. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


AGRICULTURAL OFFICIAL DISCUSSES STATE FARMS IN ABYAN 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 30 Mar 86 p 4 


[Interview with ‘'Abd-al-Qadir 'Abd-al-Ghani ‘Abd-al-Qadir, head of the state 
farm section in the agriculture administration, by Fadl ‘Ali Mubarak, date 
and place not specified] 


[Text] The state farms are considered to be one of the important economic 
forms in our country. They have played and still play a pioneering role in 
the agricultural arena with respect to exploiting vast areas of land, 
regulating and improving products, providing job opportunities for many 
people, introducing new methods into agriculture, and providing market demands 
for vegetables, fruit, fodder, grain, and so on. 


Each of the republic's governorates has its own characteristics and circum- 
stances in this respect, and the state farm section of the agriculture and 
agricultural reform administration in the governorate of Abyan has a big and 
positive role in the implementation of the plans for the state farms. In 
order to find out about the state farm plan in the governorate, the iosses 
that it had suffered because of the bloody and unfortunate plot of 

January 13, and some questions and issues concerning the state farms in the 
Abyan governorate, we met with Comrade 'Abd-al-Qadir ‘Abd-al-Ghani 
"Abd-al-Qadir, head of the state farm section in the agriculture administra- 
tion. Our meeting went as follows: 


[Question] How would you evaluate the plan for the 84/85 agricultural year? 
[Answer] The total area planned for the governorate's state farms, which 
are six in number, was 4,394 feddans for the 84/85 crop season. The area 
actually realized was 4,146.5 feddans, or 92 percent. 


As for the planned production for the state farms during the season, that was 
23,157 tons. Actual production was 19,564.2 tons, or 84 percent. 


[Question] What is the area of the state farms in the governorate? 


[Answer] The area of the state farms was last computed last year, and was 
assessed at 6,353 feddans. 
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[Question] Are they all being utilized? 

[Answer] The area being utilized is estimated to be about 3,628 feddans. 
[Question] What are the reasons for not utilizing the rest of the area? 
[Answer] There are several reasons, of which we might mention: 

--A large portion of this area does not have enough water. 

--Workers able to work in the field are not available. 

--A portion of this area needs investment spending to reclaim it. 

--Our capabilities are limited and machinery is not available. 


[Question] What about the directions work on the state farms will take in 
the 85/86 crop season? 


[Answer] The directions of our work are many and we have big ambitions, but 
the obstacles are more numerous and bigger. We have a directive for grafting 
in the graduates and qualified cadres, in view of the fact that these make up 
the new economic administration in the state farms. In addition, there are 
studies that outline constructive proposals for developing the state farms in 
the governorate as well as in all regions, and also for applying a standard- 
ized accounting system and strengthening the system whereby wages are linked 
to accomplishment. This is what we have begun to do in the Lenin farm, and 
the experiment is considered to be a success. There are also proposals for 
strengthening the relationship between the state farms and the Center for 
Agricultural Research in al-Kawd in order to send out specialized technical 
teams. 


[Question] What about the financial aspect? 


[Answer] It was planned for us to have an income of 807,674 dinars, and of 
that 652,116 dinars was obtained, or 81 percent. The deficit was 155,557 
dinars. Of course, there are several reasons for this deficit, some of 
which are: 





--The watermelon and tomato crops were afflicted with diseases on all the 
state farms, and that caused rotting over much of the acreage. 


--Fodder was produced but not marketed. 

--Lack of monetary liquidity in the al-Qawz and al-Tariyah farms, which made 
it impossible for us to provide what was required by the plan, which had a 
negative impact on the implementation of our plan. 


[Question] What are your problems? 


[Answer] The state farms in the governorate face many problems, some of 
which are: 
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--Hidden inactivity in the disabled and elderly workers and those with 
handicaps, who have become a factor for expenditure without returns. The 
farms cannot do without them in light of the huge payments due, and under 
the present circumstances no farm can pay them from the available funds. At 
the same time, the farms are experiencing a shortage of some technical and 
skilled workers, and they are having difficulty hiring them. 


--The irrigation system presently followed and the negative impact which it 
has on the economies of the farms, since the average cost of irrigation 
represents 37 percent of the costs of one feddan. That results basically 
from the irrigation method on most of the farms which uses earthen channels. 


--Marketing, since the marketing operation is still the basic problem 
between the farms and the public establishment for vegetables when it comes 
to distributing the produce. In spite of efforts by the agriculture admini- 
stration to overcome all the problems, a number of problems still exist, 
such as: 


+ The problem of shipping the produce to the reception centers. 
+ Lack of criteria. 

+ Distributing the produce. 

+ The fate of the increase occurring in production. 


--A noticeable shortage in agricultural machinery and equipment compared with 
what is required by the area farmed. In addition, there is a chronic short- 
age in spare parts for the agricultural machinery and equipment, which have 
become a burden on the farms by taking into consideration the depreciation 
discount according to the accounting system. 


[Question] Your proposals? 


[Answer] We have proposals, foremost of which are to work to solve the 
problems, and also: 


--To work on the most important problems that face the farms--support of 
price-setting for energy, subsidies for production requirements, guaranteed 
marketing. 


--Opening branches of the agricultural services establishment and the tradiag 
company. That would help to solve many of the problems relating to produc- 
tion requirements. 


--Gradually introducing advanced agricultural machinery to some crop 
operations instead of using manual labor, which costs a lot and has low 
productivity. 


--It is necessary to introduce flood waters into the farms, because they are 


good for getting rid of accumulated salts in the soil which have begun to 
threaten to cause soil deterioration and a loss of its productive qualities. 
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[Question] Your relations with the public administration? 


[Answer] The state farms section in Abyan, like all the other state farm 
sections in the governorates, works diligently to coordinate with the public 
administration for state farms. In view of the large area that is cultivated 
in Abyan, the section has an important position and enjoys a lot of attention 
from the administration. Also, the question of qualifying and training upper 
and intermediate cadres is taken into consideration. 


[Question] Finally, what about the losses caused by the unfortunate events 
of January 13? 


[Answer] Because of the bloody events of January 13, the state farms in our 
governorate suffered more than the other state farms in the governorates 
because activity and daily work on the farms came to a halt. That caused 
large quantities of crop produce to spoil. Also, large quantities were lost 
because of the pilfering that occurred, and some public property was also 
lost. Total material losses were 70,000 dinars. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED FOR STATE FARMS 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 2 Apr 86 p 4 
[Article by ‘Ali Muhammad 'Abdallah] 


[Text] The party and the state are giving special attention to developing 
and improving the circumstances of the state farms to meet the needs of 
the people for agricultural products, to provide some of the raw materials 
for the national industry, and to realize a surplus in some products so as 
to increase the country's revenues of hard currency by exporting these 
products. Moreover, the process of developing the farms is considered to 
be a first step towards developing agricultural production in general, 
since the state farms will be the model to be followed to achieve vertical 
expansion in agriculture. There are currently 43 state farms distributed 
in a number of areas and over a geographic range that covers most of the 
principal agricultural regions of the republic in the governorates of Aden, 
Lahij, Abyan, Shabwah, and Hadramawt. The state farms differ according to 
the nature of their activity, and they include farms for plant production 
or animal production, or they serve specific purposes in the areas of 
research, extension, education, and producing improved seed. However, the 
prevailing activity of most of the farms is crop production. 


We will discuss the current situation of the state farms in a general way 
with brother Dr Muhammad Sa‘id Maqtari, director of the state farm 
administration in the ministry of agriculture and agricultural reform, and 
we will concentrate on the principal directions being taken to develop the 
circumstances of these farms. 


Present Circumstances of the State Farms 


Giving a general idea about the state farms, Dr Muhammad Sa‘id Maqtari 
said: Most of state farms for crops lie in the republic's principal 
valleys and on sedimentary lands formed principally by the action of floods, 
and secondarily by material carried by winds. The state farms depend 
mainly on constant irrigation, except for one farm which depends on floods 
as the main source of water, like al-'Ara'is in Lahij Governorate. The 
state farms are presently pursuing a number of directions, and they differ 
according to the nature of their activity. The total area of the state 
farms is about 30,000 feddans, of which about 60 percent is arable. Over 
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the last 4 years up until 83/84, the area actually cropped varied from 
12,500 to 14,500 feddans of various crops. That constituted about 8 percent 
of the total area cultivated in the republic for the same period. The state 
farms' share of the value of total agricultural production for the same 
period was on average about 14 percent, of which crop production constituted 
about 90 percent. 


As for the number of farms and the size of a farm, there has been ¢ tangible 
change over the past 4 years. The number of farms has dropped in two prin- 
cipal directions, which are the closure of some farms which did not have the 
economic means to survive, and the incorporation of some neighboring farms 
into one another. The size per farm has also changed through the process of 
incorporation or reclaiming lands within the total areas of these farms. 


Over the next 5 years it is expected that farm size will increase through 
the addition of good, cultivated acreage, mainly by reclaiming and improving 
land lying within a farm's sphere. Several farms will also be reviewed, and 
some of the small ones which do not have the economic means for survival 
will be closed or merged. 


These measures will bring about a big increase in the farms of the second 
group with acreages between 500 and 1,000 feddans, knowing that present farm 
size with respect to total acreage lies for the most part within the limits 
of the first and second groups. 


Regarding the labor force on the state farms, it has varied over the past 4 
years between 2,200 and 2,600 workers with an average of about 2,400 workers 
at various levels. That is in addition to the seasonal workers who are 

hired for limited periods of time during periods when there is an increased 
need for labor, especially during the harvest season. There has been a big 
decrease in the number of disabled and elderly workers over the past 2 years 
on the farms that are financially and administratively independent, but that 
drop has not been made up for with young workers. There are many reasons 

for that, most importantly the wage system, incentives, and the deficit 

which the financially and administratively independent farms suffer from. 
Regarding the availability of technical and accounting cadres, there has been 
a tangible improvement on most farms, and several agricultural engineers have 
been taken in so that now there is at least one agricultural engineer on 

each farm. 


Principal Directions Taken To Develop the State Farms 


The circumstances of the state farms for crops were studied and discussed 
during 1983 and 1984. The preliminary study on evaluating and developing 

the state farms prepared by the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development 
state that local cadres that were basically designated for production should 
be called upon for help, and it proposed ways and methods for developing the 
farms. Included among them are a number of technical, organizational, and 
administrative measures that will be put into effect through the state farm 
development. plan. The development plan includes 17 crop farms, and that 
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“could be increased after detailed studies are prepared of the farms left 
out of the preliminary study;" that is out of a total of 24 crop farms. 


Goals of the Plan 


The plan will produce results in its first and second phases in order to 
achieve the following goals: 


--Increasing the cropped area from about 8,300 feddans on the farms included 
in the study to about 13,000 cultivated feddans, or an increase of 56 per- 
cent. That will be done by improving and developing the agricultural areas 
already on the farms, intensifying crop production, and improving the 
economic administration. Moreover, the yield per feddan will grow to double 
its present rates, along with a drop in production costs. 


--Through the reclamation of new areas within the present farm lands the 
acreage of the farms will reach 13,000 feddans. The physical area when sown 
would be equivalent to 18,000 cultivated feddans. 


The actions to develop the farms will be put into effect during two phases 
in time. They include a number of steps that will ensure progress in the 
farm situation. They can be divided into two groups: 


-~-Organizational and administrative aspects. 

--Technical aspects and those pertaining to utilization. 

The study presents the nature of each one of these aspects, as follows: 
Organizational and Administrative Aspects 


--Setting up a public establishment for state farms having an economic 
character to centrally administer the state farms so as to meet work demands 
on the farms and overcome the problems which now plague them. That would be 
on condition that there be enough technical, administrative, and accounting 
cadres so that the principal sections can be started that will be able to 
carry out production operations on the farms and meet their needs. 


--Strengthening the administration on each farm with technical cadres able 
to implement the agricultural production programs according to the technical 
recommendations. 


--Direct technical, administrative, and financial supervision of the farms 

by the central administration or its branches in the governorates, along with 
the need to have clarified rules and regulations governing various relations 
between the farms and the other parties that deal with then. 


--Solving the problem of marketing agricultural produce from the state farms 
so as to ensure that their financial situation will improve. Specifically, 
it will be necessary to pay the value of any product to cover production 
costs in addition to allowing a profit margin. 


31 





--Solving the problem of low wages for workers on the state farms and 
introducing a system of paying by the job for the agricultural operations 
where that is possible. 


--To ensure economical production on the farms and the optimal utilization 
of resources, it will be necessary to decide upon the appropriate economic 
level for a farm's size, meaning its area, according to the production 
circumstances of each farm. 


--To ensure the introduction of modern agricultural methods and the optimal 
utilization of machinery and other resources, it will be necessary to set 
up training and qualifying programs for the workers on the state farms, 
whether by organizing local training courses or through outside training. 


Technical Aspects and Those Pertaining to Utilization 


--Carrying out technical studies on the quality of land and water and the 
proposed crop system, preparing area and topographic maps and maps on 
ground quality, as well as plans and estimates for surveying and setting up 
irrigation networks. 


-~-Incorporating two model farms into the plan which would be provided with 
all the necessary resources and cadres so that they will be representative 
of the agricultural situation in the medium altitude regions. The two 
aforementioned farms would be set up prior to carrying out principal opera- 
tions of the plan on the rest of the farms. 


--Resurveying and leveling present lands, reclaiming new lands, lining canals, 
repairing and deepening current wells and digging new wells are all aimed 

at increasing the efficient utilization of the present agricultural area, 
expanding the cultivation of new lands, and increasing the efficient utiliza- 
tion of irrigation waters. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


EXILE MAGAZINE OFFERS RUNDOWN ON AFTERMATH OF CIVIL STRIFE 


Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 15 Mar 86 pp 3, 4 


(Article: "A Soviet Team Is Conducting a Field Study on the Consequences of 
the Civil War and the Strength of Soviet Arms in the Course of It"; a monthly 
organ of the National Grouping of Patriotic Forces in the Yemeni South] 


[Text] The Soviet Union has rapidly returned all its advisors and experts to 
Aden to support the new rulers who have declared that they are abiding by 
the Soviet presence. This is not odd: these military experts and advisors, 
whose number is estimated in the thousands, are consijered the basic pillar 
of the regime in the southern section of Yemen. 


Observers say that the recent bloody events have increased the Soviet Un- 
ion’'s grip on its presence in Aden. Information has it that a team of Soviet 
advisors in various weapons areas has come to Aden to carry out a field 
survey to study the effect of the Soviet military weapons and materiel used 
in the fighting. Additional information holds that the Soviets are concerned 
about the conclusions of the efficiency of their weapons and consider that 
the civil strife provided them with a golden opportunity which ther had not 
anticipated to learn about the capabilities and strength of their arms in 
combat. In addition to that, the Soviets expect to obtain results of the 
Yemeni soldiers’ ability to master these arms, the extent of their ability 
to use them, the power of their experts in these arms and the degree of 
success of their training of Yemeni soldiers. The ruling authorities have 
permitted them to carry out these field studies and they have offered every 
facility to make this team's task a success. 


However, in spite of that, the Soviet military experts did not want this war 
to break out between Soviet weapons themselves, because that did not provide 
them with the conclusions they wanted to draw from combat in which Soviet 
weapons would be taking part against other foreign weapons. In spite of 
their disdain, their assessments are that this war gave them a prime, irre- 
placeable opportunity to learn the strength of their weapons and Yemeni sol- 
diers' ability to master them. 


On the other hand, it has become apparent that the new cabinet composition 


is weak. For the most part, it is not at the desired level, because most of 
the people in it were administrative employees and not political or party 
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experts. It is clear that the cabinet composition was drawn up quickly. The 
new rulers had hoped to prove when the events started that they had taken 
control of the internal situation and that the fighting had ended. This lu- 
dicrous cabinet composition is therefore not surprising, and a number of 
observers have expressed a number of observations on it, among them: 


1. Rashid Muhammad Thabit has taken hold of the Ministry of Unity Affairs. 
He had been minister of culture and is from the northern section. The former 
minister of unity, Mahmud 'Ushaysh, who was killed in the events, was also 
from the northern section. 


2. The inclusion of a single minister from the People's Vanguard Party, con- 
sisting of Ba‘thists loyal to Syria, has been noted. He is ‘Uthman ‘Abd-al- 
Jabbar Rashid and he has assumed the portfolio of the Ministry of Fish Re- 
sources. 


3. Well known names from the Democratic Youth Federation, Communists of the 
Badhib group who continued to support ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad to the end, have 
been excluded. : 


This question stands out: Has the “era” of the alliance with what are called 
the “forces of democratic national action," which constitute what is called 
the Yemeni Socialist Party in addition to the members of the National Front, 
come to an end? From the makeup of the cabinet, it has become apparent that 
it contains only second-level personnel who were not so much brought into 
the cabinet on the basis of their party affiliations as through their urgent 
“promotion” to power, confirming the collapse of the unity of political ac- 
tion which had existed among these three forces since 1970 and had been 
asserted in the party's subsequent conferences, up to the time what was 
called the Yemeni Socialist Party was formed in October 1978, when they all 
became Marxist Leninists on the basis of their membership in the party. 


The name of Prime Minister Yasin Sa‘id Nu'man has suddenly become prominent. 
He was part of the first settlements ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad imposed at the 
party's exceptional conference in October 1980, which was held after ‘Abd- 
al-Fattah Isma‘il's banishment to Moscow. ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad himself recom- 
mended Yasin Sa‘id Nu’man's presentation to the central committee as a can- 
didate member, in spite of his brief party experience, since he was not 
among the party personnel who played some role during the armed conflict. He 
joined the National Front in 1967 when he was a student in Cairo, that is, 
when the National Front was on the brink of taking power. However, as later 
became apparent, Yasin Sa‘id Nu'man rebelled against his master, ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad, who had brought him to the central committee. In the balance of 
party political action, he is considered a “baby” alongside the others who 
played a great role during the war of liberation, but that does not mean 
that he is not a Marxist. It became apparent after some time that he had 
“devoured” a number of Marxist books and had been turned into a “Communist” 
to the core, after going to the republic of Hungary to study and obtaining a 
“doctorate” there. They observed that the acquisition of a doctorate in most 
Socialist countries is an easy matter, since it is not necessary that one be 
a university graduate or have a master's degree. There is the example of 
‘Abdallah al-Khamiri, who came into possession of a doctor's degree from 
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Moscow, but does not have a university degree or master's degree. His name 
was dropped from membership in the political bureau as a candidate, and no 
information on him has yet emerged. It has been said that he is suffering 
from a serious illness. 


The man who runs party affairs from the top position is Salim Salih Muham- 
mad, whom the Arab and foreign press have called the strong man of the coun- 
try. He was appointed deputy secretary general and in recent years, after 
the banishment of ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma‘il, was the party ideologist. There- 
fore, he will continue in the same position, because the new secretary gene- 
ral, ‘Ali Salim al-Bid, does not have the ideological strength truly to ex- 
press Marxist thinking as Moscow intends and therefore would become a heavy 
burden on Moscow in this position, because he is not at the desired intel- 
lectual level. However, major reliance will be on Salim Salih Muhammad, 
since he will become the first and last "point of reference." 


Many people have wondered about the fate of Fadl Muhsin ‘Abdallah and Muhsin 
al-Sharjabi, and why they were not appointed to cabinet positions although 
they are considered to be personnel who are left over from the old party 
groups and for this reason were promoted to membership in the political bu- 
reau and appointed to the central committee secretariat so that along with 
Salim Salih Muhammad they would be able to reconstruct the party and reor- 
ganize it after the party had ceased to exist and Marxist thought had 
failed. 


The main task for the new leadership in Aden is now concentrated on the 
following three points: 


1. Reconstructing the party, now that its personnel have been totally elimi- 
nated and the Marxist thinking the party embraced has failed. 


2. The new leadership is trying, with personnel from the Soviet Communist 
Party who have come to Aden, to set out new planning for the party in order 
to avoid a repetition of what happened on 13 January. 


3. The new leadership has now started to advance the slogan “The party re- 
mains, the party is most strong," a slogan by which it is sought to assert 
that what is being said about the party's failure is not true and that indi- 
viduals disappear but the party remains. 


These three points constitute the task that is now being spelled out before 
the new party leadership in cooperation with the Soviet Communist Party, 
which is concerned about the continuation of the party and the Marxist plat- 
form, because any disruption in this would mean that the gamble on leader- 
ship from a Marxist-Leninist party had failed. Therefore, in the next few 
months we will be anticipating more intensified party action and the asser- 
tion that the Marxist platform exists and has not failed. 
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PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


OPPOSITION JOURNAL VIEWS TRIBAL OPPOSITION TO APPOINTMENTS 
Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 15 Mar 86 p 9 


[Articles "The Tribes Condemn the Appointment of Al-Bid and Al-‘Attas to 
Higher Government Command Positions"; a monthly organ of the National 
Grouping of Patriotic Forces in the Yemeni South] 


[Text] The al-Dali', Radfan and Yafi' tribes have declared their dissatis- 
faction with the recent appointments in the ruling party in the southern 
section and have sent telegrams of protest to the central committee, con- 
demning the method of the appointments made, according to which ‘Ali Salim 
al-Bid was appointed party secretary general and Haydar Abu Bakr al-'Attas 
head of the presidium of the higher people's council. 


The cables, which the tribes of Radfan, al-Sha‘iri, Halimayn and al-Mahal- 
la‘i and the Hadramawt tribe office in upper Yaf'i, Yahdar and al-Ba'si 
signed, stated, “We condemn the appointments made in the central committee 
governing the assumption by ‘Ali Salim al-Bid and Haydar al-‘Attas of lead- 
ership responsibilities in the country, which is passing through dark times. 
We as tribes fought and offered hundreds of martyrs in the course of the war 
of liberation and then in the course of wars, political struggles and so 
forth. We demand the abrogation of these appointments and nominate Comrades 
Salim Salih Muhammad, ‘Ali Muhammad Salim and Ahmad ‘Ubayd Salih to assume 
the leadership responsibilities in the party and the government.” 


Informed sources in Aden pointed out that a delegation of men from the al- 
Dali’, Radfan and Yafi' tribes went to Aden, submitted a memorandum on this 
subject, demanded a review of these appointments and nominations and assert- 
ed that al-Bid's appointment to this delicate, important position would not 
serve “the orientations of the revolution," because al-Bid did not have any 
popularity among the tribes, even within Hadramawt itself, 


These sources pointed out that the appointment of ‘Ali Salim al-Bid and Hay- 
dar Abu Bakr al-‘Attas met with severe condemnation even in the ranks of 
intellectuals and party personnel, especially those fighting men who had 
become involved in bitter combat in the civil war last January. 


Meetings were held among minor party leaders and cells, which submitted me- 
moranda in which they condemned the arrests of party members which had 


36 











occurred, including that of Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Qawi, the minister of informa- 
tion in ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad's government. Writers and journalists requested 
his release and that of other journalists who had been arrested without 
cause. 


This condemnation campaign has taken place in the wake of the recent changes 
in the higher party command, and a similar protest campaign took place with- 
in the ranks of the people at the base of the party concerning the formation 
of the cabinet, in which “cliquishness” and regionalism are said to have 
become prominent and the cabinet seats were divided up equally on the basis 
of just two regions, while the other regions were ignored. 


Political sources described this condemnation process as representing an 
aspect of the struggle underway among the ruling tribes in Aden. These sour- 
ces affirmed the spread of condemnation among the ranks of the citizens con- 
cerning these changes and appointments by the methods followed and pointed 
out that they represented a new war in the political context among tribes. 
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PEOPLE*S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


SITUATION FOLLOWING CIVIL STRIFE CHRONICLED 
Cairo AL-~AMAL in Arabic 5 Apr 86 p 3 
[Articles "News from Yemen" ] 


[Text] It has become impossible in Aden for a citizen to inquire of the 
ruling authorities about his brother, father or son. Anyone asking about any 
missing person related to him is immediately put in prison. Women now are 
the ones who ask about missing relatives. In spite of that, many of them are 
not spared arrest. 


A police contingent and an army contingent watch over every government de- 
partment, and every contingent carries out inspections in isolation, out of 
fear that the police force will conspire or that there will be informants in 
it, as they say. 


The general prison in Aden, in which there are a large number of arrested 
persons, has been put under army guard, since a contingent from the army is 
concentrated inside the prison. This suggests that the army does not trust 
the security forces. 


Inspection at checkpoints which the regime has established inside the coun- 
try to search for fugitives who supported the former head of the regime is 
carried out by the army and general security. After security performs the 
inspection, the army goes over it. 


Every night, after darkness falls, the personnel of the National Democratic 
Front, one of the main forces which brought down ‘Ali Nasir'’s regime, engage 
in acts of robbing and stealing citizens’ property and they have killed a 
large number of citizens by way of physically liquidating the regime's ad- 
versaries. 


Informed sources state that a serious split is on the verge of occurring in 
the ranks of the former head of the regime, ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad. Muhammad 
"Ali Ahmad, governor of the Third Governorate, and ‘Ali Musa'id Husayn will 
be at the head of this split. 


"Ali Nasir is still hopeful of creating a political settlement with his com- 
rades in Aden, but the comrades in Aden differ over that. While the National 
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Democratic Front refuses any form of settlement with ‘Ali Nasir, personnel 
from al-Dali' and Yafi* support a settlement, in conjunction with the ban- 
ishment of major personnel in ‘Ali Nasir's wing. Haydar al-‘Attas is in sup- 
port of any comprehensive settlement, but al-‘Attas' voice is weak on this 
issue. 


Informed sources state that Mr ‘Ali Badhib, leader of the Communist Party, 
who is now present in Sanaa, sustained a great shock as a result of the 
failure of the Marxist experiment in the country. These sources state that 
he has admitted this failure and has said that Democratic Yemen is not 
suited to this sort of experiment. 


The new regime in Aden has failed to persuade Ethiopia to cooperate with it. 
Ethiopia has imposed the condition that any cooperation between itself and 
the new regime will occur only after the meeting of the central committee of 
the Yemeni Socialist Party and its political bureau, with all its personnel, 
takes place. 


The army and security forces reject all letters of recommendation brought by 
citizens or officials from Haydar al-‘Attas, head of the regime, ‘Ali Salim 
al-Bid, secretary general, or Mansar al-Sayyili. Indeed, they are greeted 
with derision. 


Aden, at the end of the 20th century, has returned once again to well water, 
since people coming from Aden have stated that water to the citizens is cut 
off every day, prompting the citizens to open the old wells which were used 
before water was brought into homes. The well water has solved the citizens’ 
problem to a large degree. 
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PEOPLE*S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


PRIOR SOVIET COUP KNOWLEDGE--Special information in AL-WAHDAH's possession 
has confirmed that Soviet officials were fully informed that military strife 
would break out and the Soviet embassy in Aden informed officials in Moscow 
of that. AL-WAHDAH's sources state that Soviet officials were also aware of 
the zero-hour which ‘Ali ‘Antar and Salih Muslih had set for triggering the 
situation. However, the embassy feigned ignorance of that and did not inter- 
vene while waiting for the outcome of the results. Our sources refer to 
Soviet officials who observed concentrated military preparations after the 
third party congress, which was held last October, especially in the last 2 
weeks of December. The heat of the preparations intensified in the first 
week of January. Political observers believe that Soviet officials wanted 
the struggle to break out because they had recently sought cooperation with 
‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il and their assessments indicated that that wing would 
succeed and that ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad would collapse after he had exceeded 
the limits that had been drawn for him. In addition, Soviet aspirations had 
recently reached the point of “hoping” to deal with just one wing, because 
demands from the numerous wings had reached a point where the Soviets were 
no longer able to realize them. Our sources point out that ‘Ali Nasir Muham- 
mad's defeat and departure from Aden were greeted with satisfaction on the 
part of Soviet officials and this prompted them to hasten to support the 
rebels’ position, then the installation of Haydar al-'Attas as temporary 
chairman, so that a form of ongoing legitimate authority could remain 
through the medium of the symbols of the former regime. [Text] [A monthly 
organ of the National Grouping of Patriotic Forces in the Yemeni South] 
[Cairo AL-YAHDAH in Arabic 15 Mar 86 p 4] 


EXCEPTIONAL PARTY CONFERENCE--AL-WAHDAH has learned that the new party com- 
mand in Aden has started its preparations to hold an exceptional party con- 
ference. The bylaws stipulate the holding of an exceptional conference with- 
in 2 months of the adoption of a decision to hold it. This conference has 
the objective of sanctifying the legitimacy of the new party leadership and 
the dismissal of ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad and his group, agreeing to the appoint- 
ment of new members to the central committee and determining a schedule for 
carrying out new elections for what is called “the higher people's council" 
and local people's councils. The new assistant secretary general, Salim Sa- 
lih Muhammad, has been assigned to prepare a critical party “insertion” on 
what happened on 13 January, laying all responsibility on ‘Ali Nasir Muham- 
mad, asserting the proper party platform and producing new resolutions 
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defining the party's strategy and tactics and its domestic and foreign poli- 
cy and platform in the economic and social field. [Text] [a monthly organ of 
the National Grouping of Patriotic Forces in the Yemeni South] [Cairo AL-WAHDAH 


in Arabic 15 Mar 86 p 5] 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


YAR AMBASSADOR PRAISES SAUDI AID, RELATIONS 
Riyadh AL~YAMAMAH in Arabic 16 Apr 86 pp 36-37 


[Interview with YAR Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Ghalib 'Ali Jamil, by Majid 
‘Ubayd al-Harbi: “The Coordination Council Is One Of the Fruits of Coopera- 
tion;" date and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] Yemen's Ambassador to the Kingdom Ghalib 'Ali Jamil welcomed AL- 
YAMAMAH, and said that it is his favorite magazine, reporting true informa- 
tion, accurate news, and sound analysis. He added, “This is a good oppportu- 
nity for me to speak to the Saudi reader and his Yemeni brother and to tell 
them something about the development of Saudi-Yemeni relations." He started 
off his interview with AL-~YAMAMAH with a discussion of Saudi-Yemeni relations. 


[Answer] As you know, the two countries' relations are nothing new. They 

are deep-rooted, historic relations; relations of brotherhood, religion, 
neighborliness and culture. Yemeni-Saudi relations have always been relations 
of love, affection and sincerity. 


Thus they are positive relations, and have contributed greatly to the growth 
we are seeing in all areas. I believe that both countries are right to stress 
how necessary it is for these relations to be strong, and to share in develop- 
ing them so as to create a secure, stable region in the Gulf and the Arabian 
Peninsula, particularly during this critical phase through which the Arab 
world is passing. 


[Question] The development of relations has included the establishment of 
the Saudi~Yemeni Coordination Council. Could you tell us something about this 
council's goals? 


[Answer] Words may not be enough to give an idea of the depth of cooperation 
between us and the Kingdom. The coordination council is one of the fruits of 
the deep cooperation between the two countries. 
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The purpose of this council is to function as an agency which meets regularly 
in one or the other of the two capitals for high-level discussion of object- 
ives, development programs and cooperation. I feel that ever since it was 
founded, this council has been able to make things easier, overcome many dif- 
ficulties (I don't call them obstacles) between the two countries, and open 
up new horizons for fruitful coordination. 


On this occasion, I would like to say that the assistance which the Kingdom 
has provided in the past, both before and after the council was founded, 
clearly testifies, without any need for repetition, to the depth of mutual 
understanding between the two leaderships. 


[Question] A meeting of the council is coming up. Could you tell us the main 
items on its agenda? 


[Answer] The foremost item on this meeting's agenda is the issue of develop- 
ment within the Yemen Arab Republic, as well as the matter of the vast number 
of expatriates and Arab issues in the surrounding area. 


As for secondary issues, the council is constantly discussing matters of con- 
cern to Yemen and the Kingdom in the field of development, an area of basic 
concern to us in Yemen. The council has made manifest efforts towards imple- 
menting past 5-year development plans, including the first and second such 
plans. We are now starting on the third 5-year plan, and I believe that the 
meeting will discuss this plan, because it takes high priority with us. 


The council's agenda will also include some of the political developments in 
the region. These are some broad outlines which I can point to, even though 
I don't yet have full knowledge of the program for the upcoming meeting. 


[Question] A few days ago, the Yemeni president attended a ceremony at which 
the first group of buildings in the Dhamar region reconstruction project were 
handed over. Could you tell us what effect the delivery of these buildings 
will have on the spirits of the Yemeni people? 


[Answer] After the Dhamar earthquake, the Kingdom rushed to offer immediate 
aid to Yemen. Medical assistance, food, tents, clothing and other help arriv- 
ed, which alleviated much of the area's inhabitants’ distress. 


The Kingdom also built a large number of houses, which were inaugurated by 
President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih at a big ceremony. The first batch of houses 
was handed over to Yemeni citizens, who settled in with feelings of love for 
all those who helped build them. In fact, I was extremely happy that this 
took place while I was in Riyadh; my arrival there coincided with the Riyadh 
celebrations of the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the secretariat. 


[Question] Speaking of Saudi-Yemeni relations brings up another topic. A 
few weeks ago [Saudi doctors] visited Yemen's al-Ta'ir Hospital and conducted 
a number of surgical operations. What effect will the Kingdom's medical de- 
velopment have on Yemen? 
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[Answer] This is a very important point, and it comes within the context of 
what we were discussing. When intentions are sincere, everything of benefit 
to both countries can be achieved. For this reason, there is unlimited scope 
for cooperation between the two countries. Health cooperation did not begin 
with the operations at al-Ta'ir Hospital, but started a long time ago, when 
complicated cases in Yemen were sent to hospitals in the Kingdom for treat- 
ment. There was also a series of medical missions. 


Matters subsequently progressed, and a large hospital was built to alleviate 
the Yemeni citizens’ sufferings and eliminate the need to travel abroad for 

treatment. I am referring to the Sa'dah Hospital, which has begun providing 
major services for the citizens of Yemen. 


[Question] What are Yemen's relations with the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] 
countries? 


[Answer] As a matter of fact, we have warm relations with all the countries 
in the region, starting with the Kingdom and ending with all the GCC member 
countries. These are long-established relations, relations of mutual under- 
standing and friendship. All these countries have taken part in Yemen's 
development movement ever since it began. 


[Question] As for the matter of union between the two Yemens, what is the 
future outlook, after the recent developments in Aden? 


[Answer] The principle of adherence to this goal still stands. Even after 
the recent regrettable events in South Yemen, there was still some satisfact- 
ion with the outcome of the incidents. An attempt must be made to carry on 
unity efforts by means of the joint committees, which were founded and consol- 
idated in 1979 and are still functioning. Through these committees, the pro- 
gram can be carried out, with respect to what has been accomplished and with 
respect to programs for future relations between the two parts of Yemen. 


[Question] We would like to know something about the Yemeni information media. 
Yemen is now experiencing a real rebirth. Do you think that the Yemeni infor- 
mation media are keeping pace with this rebirth? 


[Answer] Actually, Yemen's information media are relatively young, having 
come into being after the revolution, which recognized the media's role in 
educating and guiding the citizens. Thus newspapers and magazines have pro- 
liferated, and there is television, which, although it has not been around 
very long, is playing a major role in making the people in the countryside 
more aware. However, the Yemeni information media are not exempt from the 
criticism which we were discussing a short while ago. 


As for keeping up, I don't know if they have been successful or not. This 
question should be left to the consideration of officials in the information 
agency itself. I feel that compared to the development which has taken place 
in Yemen, the media have not broken any new ground, but they have made consid- 
erable qualitative progress on the domestic scene. 
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I would like to say, at the close of this interview, that Yemen has great 

love and respect for this country. How could it be otherwise, since Saudi 
Arabia has been host to the vast numbers, almost millions, of Yemenis who 
work here and enjoy special privileges. I believe that this great accomplish- 
ment has been due to the sincere intentions and love which overshadows these 
relations and makes them continually grow. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


AMBASSADOR TO CUBA CONDEMNS U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 
FL260200 Havana Tele-Rebelde Network in Spanish 2334 GMT 25 Apr 86 


[Statements made in Spanish by Afghan Ambassador to Cuba Abdol Samad Azhar on 
the occasion of the 8th anniversary of the triumph of the Afghan revolution; 
date and location not given--recorded] 


[Text] Comrades, the working and heroic people of Cuba: Allow me to offer 
you, our comrades in arms, the fraternal and friendly greetings from the 
working, combative, and heroic people of Afghanistan. 


On the 27th, our people will celebrate the eighth anniversary of the triumph 
of the April Revolution. Since that time, the Afghan people have obtained 
great achievements despite the undeclared war imposed by imperialism, hegemony, 
and reaction. 


Democratic reform of land and water, the literacy campaign, women's freedom 
and equality in respect to men, political and social equality for all nation- 
alities, tribes, and ethnic groups, economic development, free education and 
medical service, freedom to practice religion, revolutionary law (legalidad 
revolucionaria), and democratization of social life are great achievements of 
the revolution. 


The meeting of Theloya Jirga [Grand National Assembly], the grand special 
meeting of the people which affirmed the domestic and foreign policy of the 
party ard state; the meeting of the Great Jirga or Great Council of the border 
tribes which decided not to allow the use of tribal territories against the 
Afghan revolutionaries; elections of state government organs and local ad- 
ministrations, the announcement of Comrade Babrak Karmal's ten theses of the 
national democratic character of the April Revolution and its urgent tasks 
under the current conditions; the declaration of the revolutionary council on 
expansion of the social basis of the revolution; and the creation of a commis- 
sion for a new constitutional draft, are new and long steps taken on the road 
to democratization in the previous year and currently. 


During the last 5 years, the GNP increased 11 percent. The generation of 
electrical energy increased 48 percent. Natural gas extraction increased 11 
percent. Cement production increased 10 percent. Coal mining increased 22 
percent. All types of agricultural products increased in comparison to the 
pre-revolutionary period. 
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Recently, the principle aspects of economic-social development for the next 
5-year period were approved by the party and the revolutionary council. With 
the application of this plan, the GNP will increase by 25 percent, which is an 
11 percent increase over the pasi 5-year period. The growth of industrial 
products will increase by 28 percent and agricultural products by 15 percent. 
In comparison to the past 5-year period, the GNP will double. 


The international reaction led by the U.S. Government, utilizing the territor- 
ies of neighboring countries, is conducting a dirty and undeclared war against 
our country. During this time, the U.S. Government and its allies kave sup- 
plied $3 billion in support of the Afghan counterrevolutionaries. 


The Afghan people, under the leadership of our glorious People's Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan, struggle against foreign aggression and intervention. 
With a firm belief in victory and defeat of the counterrevolutionaries, they 
strengthen their struggle for the defense of the revolution and construction 
of a new society. 


On 9 and 10 April, the leaders of the free tribes met in Kabul on their own 
initiative. It was decided at this meeting that, once again, the tribes will 
not permit in any way that the United States and its Pakistani lackeys change 
their territories based on the undeclared war against the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan [DRA]. The Afghan people are not alone in their struggle for 
the construction of a new society or in their defense against foreign inter- 
vention. All of peace-loving and progressive humanity, especially the 
socialist countries and above all the great Soviet Union, strongly supports 
their efforts. 


The main aspect of Afghanistan's foreign policy is based on nonalignment, 
friendship, cooperation with all countries, peaceful coexistence, peaceful 
solutions to differences, the struggle for world peace, support for national 
liberation movements, the struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, Zionism, racism, apartheid, and facism. 


We strongly support the just struggle of the peoples of Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America against foreign aggression and in favor of liberty, progress, 
social justice, and defeat of military dictatorships. 


We strongly condemn the shameless aggression of the United States against the 
Libyan people. We are sure that the Libyan people will victoriously defend 
their integrity with dignity. 


In May 1980 and August 1981, the DRA presented its proposals to resolve the 
differences with its neighbors, Pakistan and Iran, through negotiations. 
During the six rounds of indirect talks with Pakistan in Geneva, Afghanistan 
demonstrated flexibility and proposed new initiatives. Despite the fact that 
both parties’ reached some general agreements, the Pakistani Government, under 
pressure from the Reagan administration, was still not willing to finalize 
these documents through direct negotiations. 
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The existence of the limited Soviet contingencies that are in Afghanistan at 
the request of the DRA Government to avoid foreign intervention, has been 
abused as a method of propaganda on the part of imperialism and international 
reaction against the DRA and the USSR. 


If the causes for the request of these contingencies are removed; if aggres- 
sion and interference in the domestic affairs of Afghanistan cease; and if it 
is assured that this will also cease at the international level and will not 
be repeated, the permanence of these troops would not be required. 


Comrade Babrak Karmal [Revolutionary Council president] has said that the U.S. 
Government itself is the principal obstacle to the return of the limited 
Soviet contingencies to their country. This return would be realized when it 
[the United States] ceases its aggression and interference. 


During his main report at the 27th CPSU Congress, Comrade Mikhail Gorbachev 
said: The counterrevolution and imperialism have converted Afghanistan into 
a bloody wound. The USSR supports the efforts this country makes to defend 
its sovereignty. In the near future, we would like to see Soviet troops re- 
turn to their fatherland. The troops are in Afghanistan at the request of 
that country's government. Afghanistan has also agreed to the plans for re- 
turning those troops in stages as soon as a political solution can be reached 
which would assure true noninterference and guarantee with security the non- 
renewal of armed foreign intervention in the domestic affairs of the DRA. 


It is worth mentioning that the DRA Government has informed Mr (David Cordoves), 
special representative of the UN Secretary General, of the plans for returning 
the contingencies. 


There is no justification whatsoever for Pakistan's current position. Pakistan 
itself is confronting tense economic and social crises. It is the wish of the 
Reagan administration to preserve tension in the region and increase their 
military presence in the Arab and Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean and justify 
supplying Pakistan with modern weapons and change that country into a gendarme 
in the region against countries that seek political independence and national 
liberation movements. 


In his main report to the Third Communist Party of Cuba Congress, Comrade Fidel 
Castro Ruz said in reference to Afghanistan: Asia has shown us clear signs 

of the ill-fated U.S. international foreign policy. If it had not been for 
the political, logistical, and financial support provided by the United States 
to the Afghan counterrevolutionary bands, the political solution advocated by 
the United Nations, which has been affected in principle by Afghanistan and 
Pakistan with the support of the Soviet Union, would have been less difficult 
to obtain. In a country where 235 children died during the first year of life 
for every 1,000 born alive, where 80 percent of the population was illiterate, 
and 70 percent of the land was in the hands of only 2,000 families, there was 
nothing more logical, necessary, and just than a revolution. Nevertheless, 
the U.S. Government has invested billions of dollars to squash the revolution 
and has been unsuccessful. It is now time for imperialist intervention in the 
domestic affairs of the Afghan people to cease and respect its right to con- 
struct its future and live in peace. 
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Comrades: There is no problem more important in our world than preservation 
of peace. The U.S. Government continues its warlike policies, the arms race, 
development of new nuclear weapons systems, militarization of the cosmos, and 
has created tensions in different areas of the world. They have maintained 
state terrorism as their official policy. Because of this, world peace has 
confronted serious problems. 


Comrade Mikhail Gorbachev's proposals dated 15 January 1986, as an unprecedent- 
ed and practical initiative to assure world peace and the continuation of human 
civilization, and his other peace proposals have had extensive repercussions 
among the large peace-loving masses, including the Afghan people. 


While we decidedly support Comrade Gorbachev's proposals, we strongly condemn 
the negative position of the United States towards these proposals and the 
continuation of their nuclear testing. 


Comrades: The Afghan people highly values its fraternal relations with the 
heroic Cuban people which valiently defends its liberty and revolution, work- 
ing intensely on the construction of socialism. 


In our country, the Third Communist Party [PCC] of Cuba Congress is considered 
to be a historic, important event. We are sure that the Cuban people under 
the direction of the PCC and its highest leader, Comrade Fidel Castro Ruz, a 
recognized personality of the contemporary revolutionary movement, will obtain 
great achievements on the road towards socialism. 


Long live peace, liberty, and social justice! Long live the fraternity between 
the Afghan and Cuban people! Long live international solidarity! 


Thank you for your attention. 
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BANGLADCSH 


ACCORD SIGNED WITH PRC ON ‘FRIENDSIIIP' BRIDGE 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 24 Apr 86 pp 1,8 


{Text] Bangladesh and China yesterday signed a contract for implementing the 
"friendship" bridge over the river buriganga, reports BSS. 


Under the contract work on the Taka 90 crore project will commence as soon as 
the first batch of Chinese experts arrives in Dhaka in the first week of next 
month. 


Sheikh Fazlur Rahman, Chief Engineer of the Roads and llighways, and Mr Cheng 
Soaoyi, Economic Counsellor of the Embassy of China, signed the contract on 
behalf of their respective sider at the "Sarak Bhavan" yesterday. 


The Chinese Ambassador Mr Zheng Jiauying, and Mr H. T. Imam Secretary, Roads 
and Road Transport Division, and senior officials and engineers of the two 
sides were present at the signing ceremony. 


Officials said preparatory work will be finished by September and actual con- 
struction work is scheduled to commence from October. ‘The construction will 
take about 42 months, they said. 


A three-member Chinese delegation headed by Madame Qui Rongju arrived in 
Diaka on March 30 to finalize the contract between the Roads and Highways 
Department and the China National Complete Plant Export Corporation which 
will implement the project. 


Under the contract, China will provide Taka 58 crore, mostly as grant, 
while the remaining Taka 32 crore will be borne by Bangladesh. 


In addition to the 847.32 meter long bridge, the Chinese side have also agreed 
to construct an underpass on the Postogola end to ease traffic congestions, a 
100-meter long jetty at the site to handle cargo and materials for construction 
and also supply two transformers for the power sub-station that will be needed 
by the project. 


The bridge over the River Buriganga was a lonp-felt need for extending the 
city of Dhaka on the other bank of the river and to improve road communications 
with the southern part of the country. On request from the government of 
Bangladesh, China accepted the project and agreed to help its construction 
with technical and financial support. Subsequently, the project was finalised 
during the visit of President Ershad to Beijing in July last year. 
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BANGLADESH 


DELEGATION LEADER SPEAKS AT DELHI NONALIGNED MEET 
Vhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


(Text ] Bangladesh Permanent Representative of the United Nations Justice B. A. 
Siddiky has said the developments arising out of American bombing of Libya has 
"threatened not only regional, but also international peace and security," 
according to a message received in Dhaka on Friday from New York, reports 

BSS. 3 | 5 


Making a statement at the Security: Council on Thursday, Justice Siddiky said 
the international community has deplored the action in "clear and categorical 
terms" adding that Bangladesh delegation was shocked to note that civilian 
areas were attacked resulting in the loss of civilian lives including, women 
and children and property loss. 


Justice Siddiky strongly emphasised that violation of sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and political independence of any state on any pretext whatsoever 
would set a dangerous precedence. He said, actions like bombing of Libya 
which are in "direct contravention of the UN charter if allowed to continue 
would lead us to a situation where the rule of law will be replaced by a state 
of international anarchy with grave implications for all of us." 


The Permanent Representative said Bangladesh along with other peace-loving 
countries of the world received the new with "deep shock and indignation" 
and had issued a statement on April 15, on the situation. 


Justice Siddiky said the world during the past weeks has witnessed with deep 
concern a sharp escalation of tension and conflict in the central Mediter- 
ranean region due to the increasing recourse to the use of force in violation 
of the principle and purposes of the United Nations charger. The Permanent 
Representative said it was regretable that force has been used by none other 
than a permanent member of the Security Council against a small developing 
country at a time when the international community was observing the year of 
peace. 


NAH Meet 


A report from New Delhi adds: Bangladesh on Friday told the Non-Aligned 
Ministerial Meeting that the recent development in southern Mediterranean "is 
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fraught with serious danger of escalating the armed conflict in an already 
trouble torn region". 


The “bombing of Tripoli and Beaghazi' serves to underline the serious chal- 
lenge that the Non-aligned Movement faces, the Bangladesh Foreign Secretary 
Mr Fatuque Ahmed Chowdhury said at the plenary session of the NAM on the 
third day of its four day meeting. 


Mr Chowdhury said that the bombing had been "viewed with grave concer and 
dismay in Bangladesh." 
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INDIAN BANDITS CROSS BORDER, KILL THREE 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 23 Apr 86 p 1 


{‘rext ] 
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'* On Suiday night: another 


the Torra village near Bamal- 


admitted in the Rangpur Medi- 

cal College Hospital where Ra- 

jab Ali died on Tuesday. 

‘ ‘The bodies were sent to Tha- 

kurgaon Hospital for autopsy. 
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PAPERS REPORT LAUNCHING OF NEW POLITICAL PARTY 


Leader Meets Press 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESI] OBSERVER in English 19 Apr 86 pp 1, 4 


[Excerpt ] 


fiverpoint A 
But he favoured integration of 
socio-economic programmes vith 


Epes 
‘ 3S 

: 

i 








More Details Given 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 19 Apr 8&6 pp 1, 8 


[Text } 
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"mass upsurge, mass struggle and 
mass ‘ressistance ‘based 


In this context he said that 


some patriotic torces including 
the two major alliances failed to 
Carry forward the mass move- 
ment and achieve its cherished 


‘goaldueto lack of definite 
political and 


participation of some tical 
— inthe May7 inden, 
t. Jahangie said that they 


were to taking part io 
this type of election 

military ment. He 
further that the partici- 


On programme, 
he said the country’s economy 
would be self-reliant and mass 
Oriented. All industries owned 
by multinational companies 
would be nationalited, the 


sald. 

Mc Jahangic said that all 
tribes of Chittagong Hill Tracts . 
Only would be granted “auto- 
pomy’’. » 


Immediately after the formal 
launching of the BSP the lead- 
ers and members of the party 
coe out a procession which 

different city streets. 
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TOAHA SAYS PUBLIC APPREHENSIVE OF ELECTIONS 


Dhaka THE NEN NATION in English 21 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 
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win in the ensuing election 


through application of might. 
The people at large have 
apprehensive about the future of 
the couatry, he stated. © 
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Referring to his visit of 
Ramgati upazila said that 
the candidate of Jatiya Party for 
this constituency was not seen 


there as he was busy campaign- 


ing for another candidate of 
the same party. 


On the other hand; Moha- 
mmad Toaha allegsd, a candi- 
date belonging to another party 
is being encouraged by senior 
anaes functionaries and 

atiya Party leader in oi — 
tuency. Consequently, under 
Official patronage the candidate 
is tylos to terrorize the psopte 
ia his provocative spsecies ani 
Ppronoucements. 


He said, “‘Naw_ I clearly 
understand that distribution of 
seats has already been fixed and 
rigging at gua point will be 
resorted tofor implementation 
of such a blueprint. 


He warned the goveromont 
and participaots ia its scheme 
regarding election against m2ni- 
puiation of election results and 
said that it would bring a disas 
terforthe nation, ——- 
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JATIYA PARTY PANEL LISTS CAMPAIGN GUIDELINES 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 22 Apr 86 p 3 


[Text ] 

: uplift and the ideals and objec- 
in to + ete ara Pion tive of ny oa Party itsel", as the 
ne Bae ey 2 , guidelines for the election cam- 
emergency y ° Litt =o 
called upon the party candidates The patty nominees were 
in the coming elections to carry _ also_urged to carry on thelr 
on their campaign, highlighting campaiga at all levels of people. 
the measures taken by President . Another report says, A for- 
H M Ershad for the welfare of mer Minister and Icader of the — 
the commonmen during the last | Jatiyo Party, Ms M Korban Alj 
four years, reports BSS. Sunday said that the forthcoming 

They listed decentralisation parliamentary polis were the | 
of administration and juiciary, results of long four years of 
d policy, land reforms, efforts by President Ershad to 
va measures in indus- establish democracy in the 
rome go the positive steps country.. ; 

. aga repression on women ) 
the steps taken for the poe — Alo ! 
improvement of the condition under lauhajang and sirajdikhan 
cantard of Mie of the workers constitucacy be sald the polls 
standa () 
ee 2 | —S, — accoaeal 

yo ee He said the Jat had 

a pote mee, electricity , nominated A ty ted 
water rates and ment people througbout the country 
income taxes to establish Islamic | and urged all to return the 
—_ sett Eph «emia y Jatlyo Party candidates. 
are trust, are trust. 
for the welfare of followers of in ok ca 
ony ol a — phase of efforts to return it to 

ures taken for the socio-economic democracy. 

19274 
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NEW NATION LISTS NAMES OF JATIYA EXPELLEES 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 18-19 Apr 86 
[18 Apr 86 p 3] 


[Text ] 
The following are the namecs 
of tho persons who were expe- | 
lied from the Jatiya atits . 
envergoncy mocting on Wedacs- 
violation of 


Abmed, Chairman, — bibi 
Upazila. Jaipurhat 2 Md Sharful 
Islam = Ta Chairman, — 


Alam (Bachyal wry). 
Rajshahi 1 Lutfur R 
Rajthahi2 abdul Hakim ssi 
Sera ‘6 Abdul Razzak 
Sarker. arjed Hossate, Khao. 
Pabna 3 Amjad Hossaio, Pabna 5 
Azadi Hasnat. 


tia 2 Abdus Samad Khao. ; 
Chuadanga 1 Makbul Ho- 


[19 Apr 86 p 3] 


[Text ] 


(Pa 


ssain. Jenaidah 2 K.M. Jehangir 
azmedar, Chairman. Jenaidah 


Salahuddid Sardar. — 
2--Nazrul Islam. 
Ba 3—Anowar Hossaio. 
tuakhali 2—Golam Mar- 
tuza. Patuakhbali 3--Omee Faru- 
| ly er 4—Abul Hashem. 


‘ Chairman, Laimohan, Upazila. 


Bakerganj S—Nurul _ Isia 
Manju. Bakerganj 6—Khandkar 


Mahtab Uddin. Jhalakati i— . 


Ta Jainul Abedin. om 


{—Sardar Sultan Mahmud. 
Me Perojpor 2—Shahdat Hossain. 


on . 

Jamaipur 1—Shamsuddio, 
Jamaipur 3—Mirza Abul Kasem 
and Abul Hossain. 
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Azad and Zahid Hossain. 
Mymensingh, § 11—~—Shahdat 


dbury, Nezooul i aod 
Major (Retd) M.A. Hausa 


crepe ig Ry 2—Syed Bad- 
rudduza prod S.P. (retd) Saha- 
buddin Kishoreganj 
6~—Wahiduzzaman. 


__ Manikganj 1—Mansur Alam 


— j 4—Kalimullab, 
Chairman Gazaria Upazila. 
Dhaka 1—Md. tieshem All. 


Khurram. 
N 


arsingdi 3—Abdul Mannan — 
Khan. Narsingdbi 4—Afazuddin 


Khan, Chairman, Monohardi 
Upazila. 


Md. Giasuddia, Cha 
Wag 7m Sadar Upazila. 
Faridpur 1 K M Rab- 


Madaripur 3-Khandkar 
a Tashu and Borhas- 
0. 
Sunamganj {-Advocate All 
Yunus. Sunamganj 5-Abdul 


4600/1723 





and Muniruzzaman Sar- 
kar Gazipur 4-Abdul Majid and 
Khaled 
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dbury. Ch 
‘zur 


Majid. 
Sylhet 2-Advocate Giasuddin. 


Habigauj 1-Abed ii chow- 


ey 
amuour 
Rashid 


Brahmanbaria 2-Humayun 
Kabir. . 


Brabmanbaria 4-Abdul Sa- 
lek Chowdhury aod Zahirul 
Hug. 

Brahmaobaria $-Golam 
Kibria. 


Comilla 1-Safar Ali Master 
and Amjad Hossain. Comilla 
3—Anwar Hossain, Jchaogirc 
Sarker and Kazi Shah Mufazzal 
Hossain. 


Comilla 7~Advocate Abdul 
Latif 


poo nantat 1—RaSigut Islam 
Nosthel 6-Abdul Alim 
Bulbul and A.K.M Nabiruddin 
Laxmipur 1—Mominullah 
ay! Syed Muhammad Khaled 
and M.A Gofran. Laxmipur 4— 
Abdul Wahed. 


Chittagong 11-Abu Zafar 
Md. Sadeque. Spe ny a 
Barrister Mahabul Kabir Chow 

Rahman. 
Aowatul Agia. 

Cox’s Bazar 4-Shabjahao 


Chowdhury. 





< 
ee 
a 
z 
= 


REPORTAGE ON NONALIGNED COORDINATION BUREAU MEETING 


Behind Scenes Activities 


Madras THE HINDU in English 18 Apr 86 p 1 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 
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Antarctic Treaty Discussed 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 19 Apr 86 p 5 


Cbservers have pointed out 


Text deput ‘on Minis- : 
| ioe Shakh Fede “ear that India has been seeking 
the issue of the Antarctic Trea- internationalisation of Antarcti- 

ty at the four-day non-aligned co- ca since 1956 and that its acces- 


ordinating bureau meetiny in 
New Delhi on Thuréday, saving 


sion to the treaty is not contrary 
to the New Delhi non-aligned 
summit declaration calling for a 


— a ” she UN study, “with a view to widen- 
Sheikh Fadzir noted that his tag Intemational conpesation fe 

coun raised issue area.” 

at cuciawaeets in New Delhi in India weighted the pros and 

1983 and that of the 18 countries ee coe and in- 

which are currently parties to the ormed other non-aligned coun- 


Antarctic Treaty, two are 


Sheikh Fadzir said the non- 


tries at the time of its first expedi- 
tion to Antarctica in 1981-82, and 


ee was to Arent pe raised objections, it is pointed 
na, for long a member treaty India expects to campaign 

. . es paign ac- 
and pepe joined the re- tively within this forum for a 
3 . broad-based approach to the utili- 


sation of Antarctica’s resources, 


aligned objective was to safeguard: d : 

the interest ofthe world in the ex- a eh il 
ploration,. management and alte tale inen en : v con- 
peaceful use of the icy continent. quan of krill, a 


Sri Lankan Foreign Minister 
Shahul F aneed endorsed this 
view. 


ut, Sheikh Fadzir said, the 


small shrip-like creature, hydro- 
carbon resources and metals such 
as gold, silver, platinum, copper, 
nickel, cobalt, molybdenum, zinc 


group of 18 countries, “have con- The An ‘ cicadas 
ferred on themselves, on the basis bee at . ‘ 
of self-determined criteria, the .— sont eid growing en 


exclusive right to make all deci- 
sions relating to Antarctica’ in 
ways unaccountable to the inter- 
national community.” | 


vironmental movement in the 
west against resource exploita- 
tion in the continent, and politi- 


-cal pressure from developing na- 


tions to open the treaty for 
revision and to exclude the apart- 
heid regime in south Africa fro 
it. ! 


Draft Proposals Reported 


Madras THE HINDU in English 20 Apr 86 p 12 


NEW DELHI, April 19. 
[Text] Except for the formulation on the intractable 


to conference sources, there was surprising con- 
sensus on hitherto thorny political issues such 
as K . Afghanistan and the Indian 
Ocean. draft resolution submitted by India 
has undergone numerous amendments and ad- 
ditions, according to these sources. 
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points to the unprecedented nce at the 
at celebration last year as “testi- 
mony” to its effectiveness. Yhe resolution de- 

the withholding of . 


On Latin America and the Caribbean, the poli- 
tical resolution condemn the escalating aggres- 
sion on Nicaragua's sovereignty and territoria 
ntogty. It says the discussions in the U.S. Con- 
gress for funding the Contras are an immoral 
act in violation of international law. It demands 
i, ea Oo a iy ee 

awa or mi 
from Grenada. a 

An addition to the draft resolution is a 
ae ie salices seek, ae, 
reaffirms ‘s_solidarit 
with the legitimate aspirations of the Chilead 
pa to recover their freedom and basic 

rights and re-establish the 4 of nona- 
lignment followed by Salvador Al 


‘Jarring Note' from Iran, Iraq 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Apr 86 p 1 


[Text] 


NEW DELHI, April 20. 
- A NON-ALIGNED appeal con- 
veyed to Iran and Iraq here this 
morning turned out to be as futile 
as all past cfforis by the movement 
to end the conflict between the two 
member-countrics. 


Iran's response to the peace appeal 
was a protest boycott of the concluding 


-session of the four-day non-aligned 


ministerial mecting carly this morning 

Igan rejected the appeal on the 
ground that it failed to recognise Iraq 
as the aggressor and Iran as the victim. 
It said it would oppose any such appeal 
at al! future non-aligned and other 
gatherings. 

The jarring note ‘struck by Iran did 
not deter main speakers at the conclud- 
ing session from applauding the unity 


and solidarity of the movement, 
marching towards the forthcoming 
summit at Harare (Zimbabwe). 

The Iran-Iraq wrangle over- 
shadowed the ministers’ major in- 
itiative for defusing tension in the 
Mediterrancan and unanimous con- 
demnation of terrorism. 

The minisicrs had not attempted to 
make peace between Iran and Iraq. 
Their modest attempt was only to get 
the two countrics agree to a for- 
mulation on the Gulf war that could be 
incorporated with the political declar- 
alion, » ” 

The concluding session was delayed 
by several hours for backroom paricys, 


‘but both Iran and Iraq fought every 


word and phrase of whatever draft was 
presented to them. The wisemen of the 
movement then hit upon the idea of 
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: following a precedent and gave up the 
ambitious plan of referring to the iran- 
‘Iraq conflict in the declaration. 

The old files recorded that at the 
New Delhi summit in 1983. an appeal 
was made to the two Gulf countries. 
Several drafts were proposed and fi- 
nally the 1983 appeal tiscll was re- 
vived. But neither of the two countries 
would accept what they had accepted 
three years ago. 

Iran said Iraq must be branded an 
ageressor, a fact that was ignuid by the 
1983 appeal. Iraq was no less schement 
in its opposition to the appeal. I said 
Iraq. a peace-loving country, always 
stood for peace and the appeal should 
be directed at Iran only. . 

However, Iraq later decided to abide 


"by the consensus of the non-aligned 





countrics who want the six-year-old 
war to end. Iran was not convinced and 
dramatised its Opposition to any ap- 
peai. 

The appeal was made in any case 
from the chair by the external affairs 
minister, Mr. B. R. Bhagat, who had 
borne the main burden of the night- 
long consultations. He maintaincd that 
the appeal to Iran and Iraq was an 
expression of the movement's desire to 
sce an immediate end to the war. 

Both Iran and Iraq had, in their 
speeches at the plenary, criticised the 
role of the non-aligned movement. 
~ Iran would iiave none of it or any 
other draft that tended to agra the 
aggressor and the victim. ranian 
foreign minister, Dr. . Ali Aakbar 
Velayati, stayed away from the con- 
cluding session and a member of his 


delegation, Dr. Saed Rajaie, went in- 


only to state Iran's point of view and 
then came out. Dr. Rajaie rejoined the 
gathcring afier this protest walk-out. 


Dr. Velayati later told a press con-° 


ference that no shuttle diplomacy and 
no peace mission would succeed unless 
the basic fact of Iraq being an aggressor 
was recognised. Only if that was donc 
would such missions be welcome to 
Teheran. 

Dr. Velayati said fresh violations of 
international law by Iraq, including the 
use of chemical weapons, had drastical- 
ly changed the situation since Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi had made a pceacc 
appeal in 1983. 

Were Mrs. Gandhi alive today, most 
probably she would have revised her 


appeal in view of the new devclop- 
ments, he said. 

The Iraqi deputy prime minister, Dr. 
Tariq Aziz, told the meceiing that the 
appeal shoujd have been direcicd 
towards Iran. The Iraqi delegation was 
present in full strength throughout the 
concluding session. 

Mr. Bhagat informed the session 
that the political committee had re- 
mitted the draft political declaration 
concerning Iran and Iraq to him for 
further action. After consultations with 
heads of many delegations, it was 
found that the meeting shuld reflect its 
concern by renewing the appeal made 
at the summit in March 1983. 

The appeal said: “Iran and Iraq are 
both members of the non-aligned 
movement, which has amongst its 


-States 

peaceful means. ) 3 
. “We are convinced that an end to 
the Iran-Iraq conflict would contribute 
to st hening the unity and soli- 
darity of the movement. Therefore, we 
appeal to Iran and Iraq to bring an 
immediate end to the war. It is the 
universal desire that fighting must stop 
at once and the two sides come to an 
honourable, just and enduring peace 
through ncgotiations and peaceful 
means.” 

UNI & PTI add: B. R. Bhagat today 
icft for Tripoli as the head of a six- 
member non-aligned delegation to 
pledge the movement's total support to 
Libya and its leader, Col. Muammar 
Gaddafi. eh? 4 


Economic Declaration Adopted 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Apr 86 pl 


[Text] 


NEW DELHI, April 20 (PTI). 
HE non-aligned movement 
today demanded the establish- 

ment of a new international econ- 
omic order and a thorough reform 
and restructuring of the inter- 
national monetary, financial and 
trade $vstem. | 

It accepted in principle the establish- 

ment of a ministerial standing commit- 


tee of tts members and other develop- ~ 


ing countries to “steer” the North- 
South dialogue. The commitice is cx- 
pected to take shape at the forthcoming 
non-aligned summit meeting at 
Harare, Zimbabwe. | 


An economic declaration adopted at 


the ministerial meeting of the co- 
ordinating burcau of NAM countries 
also strongly condemned the use of 
coercive measures by some developed 
countrics and called upon the inter- 
national community to adopt urgent 


and effective means such as imposing 


an embargo, economic sanctions and 
freezing assets for eliminating such 


‘practices. 


Blaming the developed countries for 
the worsening world cconomic situ- 
ation, the 47-page document made it 
clear that the new international econ- 
omic order should be universal in 


character and be conducted within the 


framework of the United Nations. 


Expressing concern over the lack of 
progress in the launching of the global 
negotiations, the meeting appealed to 
the Group of 77 to reactivate dis- 
cussions on economic problems. 

The document dwelt at length on the 
various aspects of international econ- 
omy and called for the establishment of 
a Stable and responsive international 
‘monetary system to ensure exchange 
ratc stability and non-inflationary 
growth. 


63 


The ministers also expressed grave 
concern over the sharp deciiac in oil 
prices and said it would have an 
adverse impact on developing coun- 
tries. as 


The document called on inter- 
national financial institutions to 
undcriake a substantial and regular 
increase in financial flows for develop- 
ment programmes in developing coun- 
0 on a long-term and medium-term 

s. 

The meeting regretted the sharp 
decline in private capital flows to the 
devcloping countries and wanted this 
trend to be reversed. , 

The declaration said NAM would 
Oppose any attempt to introduce into 
the lending policy of IMF and Wezid 
Bank and other financial institutions 
conditionality criteria based on politi- 
cal considerations. ; 

The ministers expressed their con- 
viction that the through restructuring 

of international economic relations 
through the establishment of a new 
intcrnational economic order was es- 
sential for the devclopment and growth 
of the developing countries. 
The meeting sugecsted a 12-point 
programme to find a solution to the 
external debt problem. 
They included lowering of interest 
rates, establishment of a new credit 
facility in the IMF to expand the 
compensatory financing facility, re- 
initiation of financial flows for de- 
velopment, strengthening of commodi- 
ty markets and special treatment for 
the poorer and Icast developed coun- 
tric to solve their serious external debt 


probiems. 


The mecting decided to adopt a 


‘special international programme of. 


food «id and financial assistance to 
relieve the situation in the devcloping 
countries, particularly in Africa, suffer- 
ing from a chronic food deficit. 

The ministers called upon donor 


government to redouble their efforts to 


increase official development as- 
sistance (ODA) through the attainment 
of the ODA target of 0.7 per cent of 
GNP as quickly as possible, strengthen- 
ing of the role of the World Bank in the 
face of new challenges, and reversing 
the decline in the International De- 
velopment Association (IDA) fe- 

As a prerequisite for a meaningful 
new round of mullilatcral trade ncego- 
tiations, the delclaration said the de- 
veloped countries should undertake a 
commitment to roll back measures in 
all sectors inconsistent with the general 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 


_ (GATT). 


The meeting upheld India’s view 
that trade in services should not be 
included in GATT. : 

The ministers expressed decp con-. 
cern at the Iegislative and other 


‘measures adopted by the United States, 


West Germany and the United King- 
dom for the exploitation of the sea-bed 
and termed them ilicgal. 

It also asked the developed countries 
to allocate 0.05 per cent of the GNP 
annually to solve certain scientific and 
technological problems of devcloping 
countrics. 

Developed countries were asked to 
set apart 10 per cent of their rescarch 
and development expenditure to study 
questions of particular interest for 
developing countrics. 

The ministers urged the developed 
countrics to improve considcrably 
their mechanisms for the transfer of 
technology to developing countries, 
particularly by making the conditions 
more flexible and by eliminating re- 
strictive and discriminatory practiccs 
and policies. 


Team to Tripoli, Other Declarations 


Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Apr 86 p l 


[Text] 


Abu Dhabi, April 20 (UNI)— A 
high-level non-aligned movement 
(NAM) delegation headed by External 
Affairs Minister B R Bhagat arrived in 
Tripoli tonight to express the 101-nation 
organisation's solidarity with Libya 
against the US attacks on it last week. 

The delegation was received by Major 
Khweildi Hamedi, member of the Revo- 
lutionary Coramand and Libyan Indus- 
try Minister Abdul Addi-al-Bargha 
Shi. 


; Mr Bhagat and the five foreign min- 
isters of Congo, Senegal, Cuba, Yugo- 
slavia and Ghana were set to meet I siby- 
an leader Muammer Gaddafi to formally 
hand over to him a copy of the resolution 
passed by foreign ministers and UN 
permanent representatives of these 
countries at an emergency meeting in 
New Delhi but it was not known “when 
and where”. : 
Congo, Senegal and Ghana have their 
permanent representatives as the UN. 


64 








More Details Given 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Apr 86 pl 


[Text] 


he non-aligned foreign minis- 

ters ended with the first rays of 

Sunday their four-day delibera- 
tions on key and sensitive politico- 
economic issues facing the movement, 
but a walk-out by Iran, rejecting an 
appeal to end the Gulf War, flawed the 
dawn vf radical cohesion and unity of 
approach. 

+ The walk-out climaxed night-long 
efforts by India and host of others to 
bridge the Iran-Iraq differences, which 

layed till just before the dawn the 

sing plenary session and formal 

odaptiod by the conference of the polit- 
ical and economic declarations. 

The declarations, drafted by India 
as hosts, were changed and imparted 
radical tones ky a large number of dele- 
gates, who, angered by the US attack on 
Libya, found fault with the US on sev- 
eral counts. A strident open and implic- 
it criticism of the US policies and 
actions. is a striking feature of the 
declarations. 

- The US has been chiefly blamed for 
its military build-up in the Indian 
Ocean, its military nexus and “strategic 
alliance” with Israel, interference and 
pressures in Latin America, for causing 
grave tensions in the Mediterranean, 
for its doctrine of nuclear deterrent and 
effectively blocking any progress in nu- 
‘clear disarmament, for attacks against 
and economic blackmail of the UN and 
its agencies, for its use of international 
monetary and financial institutions as 
tools of coercion and pressurisation of 
small States, for protectionist barriers 
in international trade, and for scuttling 
the North-South dialogue. 

At another level, the non-aligned re- 
affirmed their right to be heard and 
heeded to on matters of nuclear disarm- 
ament and international economic and 
financial practices, and asserted their 
inalienable right to free access to tech- 
nology, equipment and materia!s for 
development of nuclear energy for 
peaceful purposes. This was a new ele- 
ment altogether. 

While they spoke of the need for a 
quick-response role of the NAM to 
meet situations of flagrant violations of 
international law, as in case of US 
bombing raids against Libya, the dele- 
gates decided to set up a standing com- 
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mittee of their own on economic mat- 
ters. The coordination bureau in New 
York was asked to work out the man- 
date, composition and structure and 
submit the details to the eighth non- 
aligned summit at Harare for approval 
and formalisation. 

To meet the excruciating problem of 
external debts, faced by the developing 
countries, the conference suggested a 
12-point programme, envisaging low- 
ered interest rates, strengthened com- 
modity markets, new credit facility in 
the IMF, and chalked out a special in- 
ternational food aid and financial 
assistance programme to relieve chron- 
ic food deficit of the developing 
states. 

The conference showed, as External 
Affairs Minister B R Bhagat put it in 
his closing address at the crack of the 
dawn, that the non-aligned nations “are 
no longer silent witnesses to the vicissi- 
tudes of history” and that they were ca- 
pable of responding to crises and chal- 
lenges unitedly and with 
determination. 

Mr Bhagat admitted differences 
within the non-aligned ranks, but 
noted that a consensus on a wide range 
of subjects at the meeting had shown 
that the bonds that unite the non- 
aligned are indeed stronger than their 
differences. Foreign ministers of Nepal, 
Senegal, Yugoslavia, Ghana and 
SWAPO echoing the sentiments, spoke 
of optimism and confidence that the 
conference had strengthened unity and 
solidarity of the movement, and lauded 
India’s contribution to the NAM as its 
chairman. 

Yet, to their chagrin, the delegates 
left the conference hall at the end of the 
session trying to leave behind them the 
embarrassment of Iran, rejecting owi- 
right their appeal to end the six-yéar- 
old Gulf war and walking out. 

The appeal was mooted as the last 
resort since neither Iraq nor Iran would 
agree to any formulation that was sug- 
gested for inclusion in the final political 


declaration. The appeal was, however, 


made by India as chairman, repeating 
the one made in 1983 summit, urging to 
both Iran arid Iraq to end their war. De- 
termined tu have a last word on the sub- 
ject, Iran rejected the appeal and 
walked out. 
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“We rejected and walked out be- 
cause since the appeal is to both Iran 
and Iraq it equates the two — the. 
aggressed and the aggressor — for the 
Gulf War”, Iranian Foreign Minister’ 
Ali Akbar Velayati, sporting a blue 
surge suit, told newsmen. The confer- 
ence should have at least named Iraq as 
the aggressor since Iraq had in fact 
committed the aggression, violated all 
norms of international law by bombing 
cities, civilian targets, neutral ships 
and by using chemical weapons, he 
said. 

The UN teams had conclusively 
found that [req had begun the hostili- 
ties and used chemical weapons, Mr 
Velayati said, adding that its non- 
condemnation by the conference or in 
the appeal amounted to a justification 


. of injustices by one non-aligned mem- 


ber against another. 

When asked by Patriot why Iran 
was rejecting the appeal now when it 
had accepted it in 1983 summit, Mr 
Velayati said since then several devel- 
opments had taken place. Iraq had es- 
calated the conflict in total disrespect 
to the appeal on also used chemical 
weapons. It was obligatory for the 
NAM to single out Iraq for its acts of 
aggression. 

He made it clear that the walk-out 


‘was not against India or against the 


proceedings of the conference. Neither 


_was Iran planning to walk out of the 


movement. “We are active members, 
and we remain so”. But whenever nec- 
essary Iran would not hesitate to resort 
to similar protest action and would re- 
ject any attempt to equate it with Iraq, 
he said. 

He termed the appeal “unfortunate- 
ly one-sided”, and said if Mrs Indira 
Gandhi were alive as NAM chairman 
she would have revised the appeal. The 
hardening of the Iranian attitude was 
in sharp contrast to Iraqi Foreign Min- 
ister Tariq Aziz’s call to Iran to accept 
arbitration of the NAM 

Iraq was ready for a “peaceful, just 
and honourable settlement” based on 
principles of the movement, the UN 
Charter and international law, he told 
the plenary. He accused Iran for the 
stalemate, and-said “we are back to 
1983 as Iran has again obstructed all 
good efforts of the movement”. 
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INDIA 


ANALYST TELLS STAND ON TALKS WITH EEC CHAIRMAN 


Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Apr 86 p 9 


{Article by G. K. Reddy] 
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INDIA 


PAPERS REPORT MEETINGS WITH PAKISTAN OFFICIALS 


18 Apr Meetings 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 19 Apr 86 p 4 


[Text ] 


New Delhi, April 18: India today 
informed Pakistan that its nuc- 
lear programme and recent 
statements by Pakistani political 
leaders were preventing early 
normalisation of relations be- 
tween the two countries. The 
two sides met in “a cordial 
atmosphere” during the meeting 
of the nonaligned coordinating 
bureau here. 


The external affairs minister, 
Mr B.R: Bhagat, whose meeting 
with his Pakistani counterpart 
Sahabzada Yaqub Khan, lasted 
about 30 minutes, reiterated In- 
dia’s desire for better relations 
and its commitment to the Simla 


accord. He drew attention to the 
difficulties that had sprung up 
after the Rajiv-Zia summit last 
December. 

Those present at the talks in- 
cluded the minister of state for 
external affairs, Mr K.R. 
Narayanan, the Pakistan foreign 
secretary, Mr Niaz Nayak, and 
other officials. 

Earlier, Mr Nayak and the 
Indian foreign secretary, Mr 
A.P. Venkateswaran, held an 
hour-long discussion on Pakis- 
tan’s nuclear programme. De- 
= of the talks were not avail- 
able. 


HINDU Analyst's Report 


Madras THE HINDU in English 20 Apr 86 p l 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 
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PAKISTAN BID FOR HOME SECRETARIES’ PARLEY REJECTED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Apr 86 p l 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 
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INDIA 


SRI LANKA FOREIGN MINISTER'S DELHI VISIT 


Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Apr 86 p 9 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 
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UGANDA FOREIGN MINISTER HOLDS DELHI NEWS CONFERENCE 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 19 Apr 86 p 5 


[Article G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] 


ore his about the present tension 
pty te Beet png cee 
posed a ee 
and in the region. said the six 
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some of the by the American bombing 
— pe. for Dose mnie a ieee 
hough not a sing — 
102-strong nonaligned community ended 
the American attack or indulged in any critic- 
ism of Col. Qadhafi's policies and actions. not 
many came forward to join the six-member 
NAM delegation, despite India's way 5 to get 
together a more representative group of coun- 
ries to give due political to it. The 
pro-American countries, like Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Kenya and Sri 
Lanka, and even Zaire, Zambia Zimbabwe, 
apart from Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco discreetly 
kept out of it, with the result that the six-mem- 
ber group could not be deemed to be even broa- 
dly representative of the nonaligned movement. 


Balancing act 


The political and economic declarations ad- 
opted the conference were familiar lines, 
more or less echoing the views expressed on 
earlier occasions, with some marginal varia- 
pty eg aiaeay te ok inca 
@ rare di imity in an 
denunciation of the American attack on Libya, 
the other political and economic issues that are 
of great importance to the community did not 
receive fuller attention. 

But in taking a firm stand on terrorism as a 
new international menace, the rnp com- 
munity was much more outspoken time in 
a denunciation of —— in all cogen, Ne 

organised by individuals, groups or States. 
Wis tclsunes diel ueaeedante 
to make the condemnation of the U.S. 
on Libya more credible without giving the im- 
pression of condoning Col. Qadhafi's own role 
in this context. 


A new step that was taken at this conference 
was to adopt a special resolution on the crisis 
facing the U.N. system and the challenges to 
the process of multilateralism as a result of uni- 
lateral steps by powers, in either threate- 
ning curtailment of financial contributions to the 
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GOVERNMENT BUYS UK AIRCRAFT CARRIER 'HERMES' 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Apr 86 p 1 


[Article by K. N. Malik] 


[Text] 


the Royal Dockyard at Devonport for 
‘a refit which may take five to six 


months. 
aircraft carrier, the “Vikrant”. Along 


‘with the second carrier, the Indian 
inavy will buy some more Sea Harriers 
from Britain. India has eight Sea Hez- 
riers and may need another ten for 


copters frem Britain for the Oi! and 


Natural Goe Commission. The UK 
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fulfil the needs of the navy. 
| They said that because of their high 
speed operations on the high seas, the 
carriers needed to be sent to drydock 
for servicing every six months. 

But in the case of “Hermes,” which 
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INDIA 


GOVERNMENT TO STEP UP TRADE TIES WITH SAUDI ARABIA 
Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Apr 86 p 1 


[Article by F. J. Kherjamvala] 


[Text] ~*' "’ BAHRAIN, April 22. > _ tract with Saudi Arabia to import petrochemi 
India and Saudi Arabia have formally agreed, 4 products. Saudi Arabia has only recently di 
to increase trade exchanges and intensify versified into the manufacture of primary and 
ay ay | themselves. secondary petrochemicals. Last available fig- 
and between India the six-nation Gulf Co-; ures show that India imported two million ton- 
operation Council (GCC) as a whole. This: was nes of crude and petrochemical products worth. 
br out in the minutes of the second Indo-. $30 millions from Saudi Arabia. : 
Arabian Joint Commission meeting "Another positive development was that both 
in Riyadh on Tuesday. ay sides expressed the desire to enter into a dou- 
The indian co-Chairman, Mr. V. P. Singh, Fi-’ ble taxation avoidance agreement for airline pro- 
nance Minister, highly satisfied that fits for their nationa) carriers, Saudia Airlines 
one of the highi of the session was Saudi; and Air-india 
Arabia's f attitude towards financing: i> India’s r regarding the import of Indian 
‘one of the projects recommended for funding’ marine pe would receive favourable at- 
oy ct ee al also be examined. that aly og lyr ere ; were 
reme ac taken at India's ca ity 
by the Saudi side, the planned $40-50-million-, to supply qualit pharmaceuticals and 
von ey mphgees oh Madhya. Pradesn, is- more. agricultural products. India's ex to Saudi 
lik Bb ey ey gam ings) se yer last stood at $275 millions, 
bia has decided to utilise the Fund more whereas i Arabia exported $1,420 milli- 
for health and social benefit in recipient coun- ons worth of products tolndia. 
tries. Till today, the Fund has already financed | Move doctors, teachers needed: Another high- 
one project each in India in the power, irrige-: light of the three-day meeting was Saudi Ara- 
tion, port and railway sectors. bia’s assurance to the Indian Finance Minister 
The meetings led by senior Cabinet Ministers: that despite a temporary slowdown in the 


by | 
| sides high-level exchange economy necessitated by a switch from an oil- 
as the aig = omg oe Minister, Indira based to. an industrial manufacture-based 


Gandhi 1 In a gesture, Mr.. economy, Saudi Arabia's social spending is to 
pd eh Re a “nae a private air- increase and the need for Indian teachers and 
craft to return home from * ’ medical personne! will be greater than before. 
Import of Indie to . It has been decided to have the next Joint 
look favourably upon entering into e term, Commission meeting in New Delhi next year. 
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INDIA 


GANDHI SAID AWARE OF SOUTHERN STATES' IMPORTANCE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 14 Apr 86 p 9 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 
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RESULTS OF ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY PUBLIC OPINION POLL 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Apr 86 p 9 


[Text ] 
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BOMBAY, April 18 (PTI). 

THe ruling Congress shows up 

everywhere as the first choice 
for national Icadership in an 
opinion poll in six major cities, 
with all other paftics shrinking 
into regional phenomena. 
' The poll, conducted:on behalf of 
“The Mustcated Weekly of India’ by the 
Marketing and Research Croup 
4{MARG). also shows that the majority 
of the participants in three cities — 
biyderabad, Madras and Delhi — had 
a word of praise for the performance ot 
the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, 
but only less than SO per cent 
subscribed to the view ‘in Calcutta, 
Bombay and Bangalore. 

Coming second to the Congress was 
the Shiv Sena in Bombay, the BJP in 
Delhi, the CPM in Calcutta, the Janata 
Party in Bangalore, the DMK in 
Madras and the Telugu Desam in 
Hyderabad. 

For state leadership, the choice in 
Hyderabad was the Congress, in Cal- 
cutta the CPM. in Bangalore the Janata 
Party and in Madras the DMK. A 
majority in Dethi and Bombay favour- 
ed the Congress for the metropolitan 


_ councils. 


The poll, conducted last month, was 
restricted to the urban middie classes, 
over 2,000 of whom were interviewed. 


While the government policy on 
raids on industries was highly ap- 
preciated by the respondents. resent- 
ment was equally strong about the 
government's handling of the price 
situation. In Dethi, 90 per cent said the 
tackling of inflation was ‘worse’. — 

The maximum support for the raids 
came from Hyderabad, where 80 per 
cent of the respondents justified the 
raids, followed by Bangalore (78), 


Dethi and Calcutta (77), Bombay (70), 


and Madras (66). 

The weekly, publishing the results in 
its latest issuer says the reaction to the 
raids as a form of harassment was 
highest in Bombay (25 per cent) but 


similar responses came from less than, 


a fifth in the other five cities. 
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On thé practice of giving mainten- 
ance for divorced Muslim women for 
only a limited period, 78 per cent of the 
male and as much of the female 
respondents from the Muslim com- 
munity in Delhi said it should continue 
as at present. 

However, 56 per cent of the Muslim 
males in Hyderabad said the practice 
should not continue a3 at present. while 
66 per cent of the women in the 
community favoured its continuation. 

VAJPAYEE AS PM 

The poll also put Mr. Atal Behari 
Vajpayee; BJP leader. as the ‘opposi- 
tion's answer’ for prime ministership. 

He was followed by Mr. 


Ramakrishna ITlegde, Mr. Chan-. 


drasckhar and Mr. Madhu Dandavatc 
in that order, in Dethi. 

Mr. Vajpayee was on the top in 
Bombay too, followed by Mr. Madhu 
Dandavate, Mr. Sharad Pawar and Mr. 
Ramkrishna Flegdc. Mr. Jyoti Basu Ied 


in Calcutta, where Mr. Vajpayee came’ 


second, followed by Mr. Chan- 
drasckhar and Mr. Ramakrishna 
Hegde. 

In Madras, Mr. Ramakrishna Hegde 
was followed by Mr. Chandrasekhar, 
Mr. N. ‘FT. Rama Rao and Mr. M. Gi. 
Ramachandran. Mr. Hegde came to 
the top in Bangalore too, where Mr. 
Vajpayee was second. followed by Mr. 
Chandrasekhar and Mr. Rama Rao. 

In Hyderabad, Mr. Vajpayee was 
neck-and-neck with Mr. Rama Rao, 
followed by Mr. Ramakrishna licgde 
and Mr. Chandrasclk:har. 

Asked as to which of the Congress 
leades's was capable of succecding Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi, a majority in Bombay, 
Dethi, Bangalore and Hyderabad 
favoured Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao. 
Mr. Pranab Mukherjee and Mr. V. P. 
Singh outsmarted Mr. Rao in Calcutta 
and Madras respectively. 

As a whole, Mr. ‘V. P. Singh ran 
second to Mr. Narasimha Rao, while 


Mr. Arun Nehru and Mr. Anny Sineh _ 


‘trailed way behind’ and did not com. 
mand even ten per cent of the eleec- 
torate in any city. 
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ATTEMPTS MADE TO INTENSIFY SEPARATIST MOVES IN BENGAL 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 21 Apr 86 pp 1, 9 


{Text ] 


ATTEMPTS have been made by 

some groups Curing the pa:t 
two months to imiensify two dis- 
tinct separatist movements in 
north Bengal, one in the hills of 
Darjeeling and the other: in the 
plains of Cooch Behar and Jalpai- 
guri, White the State Government 
sees no immediate problem with 
the movement in the plains, the 
one in Darjee!*-z is causing 
soine worry. The Chief Minister, 
Mr Jyoti Basu, is likely to review 
the situation when he visits north 
Bengal this week. 

While the Gurkha National 
Liberation Frent and some other 
groups are trying to whip up 
separatist’ feelings among the 
Nepalese in the wake of alleged 
deportation of several hundred of 
them from Assam and Meghalaya 
earlier this year, a section of the 
Rajbansis. who claim to be the 
original settlers of -Cooch Behar 
and Jalpaiguri, are spearheading 
another such movement in the 
plaing areas. These Rajbansis are 
trying to enlist the support of 
some political leaders of Assam, 
according to official sources, 

The sources said that the GNLF 
and some other small “militant” 
Nepalese organizations were trying 
to create a “fear psychosis” in the 
community over the so-called de- 
portation issue. They were also 
utilizing the issue to revive the 
demand for a separate “homeland” 
for the Nepalese with Nepalese- 
majority areas of West Bengul, 
Assam and Meghalay. 

‘On April 13, the GNLF organiz- 
ed a meeting in Darjeeling town 
to p:ess its demands. It had an- 
nounced that it would organize 
armed cCances during the mecting. 
The district administration sun 
sequently banned the carrying of 
arms ‘to the meeting. A number 
of GNLF activists were arrested 
before the meeting which took 
place without much ado. But the 
organization has since cominuved 
to hold secret meetings at different 
places In Warjceling, Kalimpong 


and Kurseong. It has also ca'led a 
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7Zhour bandh in Darjeeling from 
May 12 in support of its demand 
for a separate homeland for the 
Nepalese. 

The sources described as a “bo 
gey” the allegation that a large 
number of those Nepa‘ese evicted 
from Assam and Mevhalaya had 
settled in Darjecling and the 
Dooars area of Jalpaiguri. Accord- 
ing to them, about 1,300 of these 
Nepalese had arrived in Siligurl 
from Assam between March 6 and 
12, Barring a few, all of them Ic! 
for Nepal via Srirampur In = A’l- 
purduar on the Assa:n-West Bengal 
border. 

Most of these Nenalese worked 
as labourers in ¢ifferent tea gar- 
dens in Assam, the sources said. 
None of them was reported to have 
made any attempt to settle cither 
in the plains or the hills of north 
Bengal. Although the GNLF knew 
this, it sougii to present a “Gis- 
“orted” version of the affair to the 
Nepalese in West Bengal, it was 
said, ‘The State Government, how- 
ever, was contident that the ma- 
jority of he Neoalese Jn West Ben- 
gal ignored the stand taken = by 
the GNLF over the Issuc. Hs In- 
fluence, too, ig believed to be “very 
limited”. 

The demané@ for a senarate “Ut- 
farkhand” State by a sce.ion of the 
Rajbunsls, however, has a‘ways 
been looked unon as a desparate 
attempt by a few “cranks” to gain 
public attention. The demand has 
been talsed from ‘ine to time but 
no one paid much attention to it. 

Tous, when hese people “de- 
clared” the formation of an “In 
dependent Republic of Uttarkhand” 
early this year, most people. 1n- 
cluding a majority of Rajbausts, in 
north Bengal, thought it to be a 

matter. The man who an- 
nou himself “President of 
the Republic” had lost his deposit 
fn the panchayat election in a vil- 
fage-in Mainaguri in Jalpaiguri 
district. The hae ey ~ 
the “Republic” hails from Phansl- 
Gewa in Darjeeling district. 
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mér Maharani of Cooch Behar, 
Gayatri Devi, who is of Rajbansi 
origin, visited Cooch Behar in 
february, the Rajbansis ~ tallicd 
gound her to espouse their cause. 
6he a a m monn s me 
community a reer n Din- 
bata on February 23, | ' 


' Although the State Government 
had not so far taken the Uttar- 
khandists seriously, it is keeping 
an eye on their “alliance” with the 
Assam ticlans. A senior Minis- 
ter in the State Government alleg- 
ed that both the movements in the 
ais ane the plains of no Ben- 
gal received “material and other” 
support from some “foreign 


dy interested in destabilizing: 
horder areas of India, — 








ALL-INDIA COMMUNIST PARTY CONVENES IN DELHI 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Apr 86 p 3 


[Text] 
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The All-India Communist Party 
at its national convention in the 
Capital on Tuesday saluted Col 
Gadaffi for Libya's determination 
to fight US imperialism with 
whatever resources at its 
command. 

. Deploring the Reagan aggres- 
gion on Libyan people, AICP 
¢hairman S A Dange said the kind 


of self-respect exhibited by Liby-. 


ans in meeting the US challenge 
was worth emulating. “Indians 
should also learn from the Libyan 
experience”, he said adding that 


the Reagan administration had: 


spread its tentacles to Diego 


Garcia and set up bases in Sri 
Lanka, the so-called Buddhist 


country. 

The national convention had 
before it the slogan —“defend the 
country, develop the country”— 
to discuss. Party workers from 
different parts of the country at- 
‘tended the convention, in which 
Mr Dange was unanimously elect- 
edchairman. si. 

Mr Dange cautioned against 
the nefarious designs of the im- 
perial fotces bent on destabilising 
and disintegrating India. He 
urged all the democratic forces to 
stand unitedly in thwarting such 
actions both internally and 
externally. 

. Earlier, Energy Minister 
Vasant Sathe said the slogan for 
the convention was appropriate, 
specially in the present critical 
times. 
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A country which was weak and 


backward; he said, would find it. 


difficult to defend itself. The con- 
cept of development in the Indian 
context should be different from 
the established concept. Mr Sathe 
said there should be development 
with a view to ending the hiatus 
between haves and havenots. The 
disparities should not exist any 
more And, the fruits of economic 
plans siiould trickle down to those 
for whom such plans had been 
made. 

Ironically, there might have 
been some flaws in the policy- 
making that the poor remained 
poor and .a handful of business 
houses were earning at par with 


any affluent people in world. 


PM’s message: Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi also sent a 
message of good wishes to the 
convention. Mr Gandhi urged 
that “every” citizen must realise 
his responsibilities to the nation 
and discharge his duties with 
sincerity”. 

The message read out at the 
convention said that “the defence 
of the country involves not only 
protecting its border against ex- 
ternal aggression but also guard- 
ing its integrity and unity from di- 
visive and misguided forces from 
within”. é' 

It entails the strengthening of 
the development process that can 
bring within its ambit the poorest 
and the weakest in the land. 
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PAPERS REPORT DEVELOPMENT IN SIKH STUDENTS' GRCUP 


Split in AILSSF 
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[Excerpt] 


AMRITSAR, April 22 
(UNI & PTI). 
HE All-India Sikh Students 
Federation split today with 
the announcement of a new 
seven-member ad hoc commit- 


tee by the AISSF leader, Mr. 


Harrinder Singh Kahlon. 

The announcement signified the 
breakaway of the Kahlon group 
from the faction led by the de- 
tained AISSF leaders, Mr. Manjit 
Singh and Mr. Harminder Singh 
Sandhu. 


Siding with the Kahlon faction are 


the Damdami Taksal and the five- 
member ‘panthic’ committee set up to 
carry out the ‘kar seva’ of the Akal 
Takht. 

This is the second split in the AISSF 
which is virtually in control of the 
Golden Temple complex. . 

Earlier, a clash took place between 
supporters of both factions over pos- 
session of photographs of Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale, Amrik Singh, Beant 
Singh and others, at present hung in the 
federation office in the UAD building 
in the Golden Temple complex. 

Eye-witnesses said that the rival 
supporters exchanged hot words and 
traded blows before they were separ- 
ated. However, no one was hurt. 

The police and security forces, who 
were deployed about 50 metres away 
from the place outside the complex, did 
not interfere. 

PRESIDIUM SET UP 

Earlier, a group led by Mr. 
Harbinder Singh Khalsa and broken 
away and associated itself with the 
ruling Akali Dal. 

Mr. Manjit Singh and Mr. Harm- 
inder Singh Sandhu had set up a 
‘presidium’ about a month ago. 
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The ‘presidium’ is being supported 
by the United Akali Dal convenor, 
Baba Joginder Singh, and the Akal 
Takht acting “chief’, ‘Jathedar’ 
Gurdev Singh. 

The presidiym was appointed aftcr 
‘dissolving’ an | 1-member ad hoc com- 
mittce headed by Mr. Kahion. 

The new ad hoc committee was 
formed at a joint meeting of the five- 
member ‘panthic’ committee, Dam- 
dami Taksal and the AISSF district 
convenors in the Golden Temple com- 


plex yesterday. 

In a statement here, Mr. Kahlon said 
the new ad hoc committee was set up 
to “reorganise and strengthen the 
AISSF”. He said the old AISSF head 
office which hitherto had been kept 
locked, would be reopened tomorrow 
in the temple complex by Baba Thakur 
Singh. 

The AISSF first functioned from the 
UAD office building after it came out 
as a wing of the dal following “Oper- 
ation Bluestar”. Later, it dissociated 
itself with the UAD and announced its 
independent existence, he added. 

Mr. Kahlon said his faction leaders 


_vacated the office which was now being 


occupied by the ‘presidium’ at the 
‘direction’ of the Damdami Taksal 
acting chief, Baba Thakur Singh, on 
Sunday. 

Mr. Kahion said there would be no 
change in the AISSF leaders at the 
district units. 

Mr. Surjit Singh, a spokesman of the 
five-member ‘presidium’, had already 


defected to the Kahlon faction and had 


described the other four members as 
“agents of the government.” 

The split in the leadership of the 
AISSF has led to a renewed conflict 
between the panthic committee and the 
Akal Takht acting “chief”, both claim- 
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ing supremacy. . 
The controversy arose when 


_ “Jathedar’ Gurdev Singh directed that 


the ‘presidium’ members would sit in 
the office along with the leaders of the 
Kahion faction. ; 

While the panthic committee and 
the Damdami Taksal are siding with 
the Kahlon faction, Baba Joginder 
Singh and the Akal Takht acting ‘chief’ 
are supporting the ‘presidium’. 


signed from the party in protest against 
the violation of the ‘gurmat’ (resol- 
ution) adopted at the January 26 
‘sarbat khalsa’ by Baba Joginder Singh. 
In a joint statement here, they al- 
leged that by challenging the super- 
macy of the five-member ‘panthic’ 
commitice appointed at the conven- 
tion, the baba had tried to cause a split 
in their struggle for rights. 
Signatories to the statement were the 
UAD advisory committee member, 
Mr. Hariraj Singh Ghuma, the 
Amritsar city president, Mr. Singara 


Mr. Gurbekhsh 
Singh, and the party circle leaders, Mr. 
Virsa Mr. Harbhajan Singh, Mr 
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New Committee Recognized 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 24 Apr 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


AMRITSAR, April 23.—The 


Damdami Taksal and the five-mem- 
ber Panthic committee today re- 
cognized the seven-member cd 
hoc committee formed by Mr 
Harinder Singh Kahlon after a 
spit in the AISSF yesterday, | re- 
port PTI and UNI. 

The Damdami_  Taksal acting 
chief, Baba Thakar Singh, formal- 
ly inaugurated the office. Those 
present on the occasion were two 
prominent members of the Pan- 
thic committee, Mr Wassan Singh 
and Mr Gurbachay Singh. 

Baba Thakar Singh was brought 
to the oflice in a procession and 
was accorded a_ reception by 
AISSF workers aligned to Mr 
Kah*on. 

The Panthic committee alleged 
that the Government had “pur- 
chased some power-hungry indivi- 
duals who claimed themselves as 
Sikhs and with their help jt raised 
a group in the AISSF to confuse 
the Sikh youths and frustrate the 
youth movement”. Such “designs” 
were botind to be defeated, it said. 

Two terrorists were kil'ed and 
two others arrested while sus- 
pected terrorists shot deag one 
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person and robbed nassengers of 
a Jalandhar-bound bus today. 

An official said that villagers 
beat up two armed youths when 
they fired on two priests who re 
sisted their attempts to rob a 
place of worship In Sangrur. The 
agitated villagers chased the as- 
silants before the police took them 
into custody, They were rushed 
to poe where both of them 

ed. 

They were jdentified as Bhura 
Singh and Amarjit Singh, botb 
of Sangrur. 

A report from Amritsar _— sald 
the police arrested two suspected 
terrorists identified as Lakhwinder 
Singh arg Harpal Singh on the 
Amritsar-Taran Taran road - this 
afternoon, 


Four armed men surrounded a 
bus coming from Ganganagur tn 
Rajasthan and robbed the passcn- 
gers near Chakian village in 
Jalandhar district. ‘ 

In a major administrative ‘shake. 
up, 18 IAS officers, including the 
Deputy Commissioners of five of 
the 12 districts, were transferre 
today. 
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Ministry of Agriculture Report 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 20 Apr 86 p 4 


[Text ] 


New Delhi, April 19: The food- 
grain production in 1985-86 is 
expected to touch 148.5 million 
tonnes despite the drought 
affecting the kharif crop. This 
has further underscored the 
point that agricultural produc- 
tion in the country had acquired 
a greater degree of resilience, 
according to the annual report of 
the ministry of agriculture. 

The report said the estimated 
production marked a three per 
cent increase over the 1984-85 
production of an estimated 146.2 
million tonnes of foodgrain 
which itself was higher than the 
average 138.20 million tonnes 
during the Sixth Plan. 

The estimated production of 
principal foodgrain crops during 
the, year include 62 million ton- 
nes of rice 47 million tonnes of 
wheat, 27 million tonnes of 
maize and millet and 12.5 mil- 
lion tonnes of pulses. The total 
oilseeds production was esti- 
mated at 11.6 million tonnes, 
groundnut at 5.2 million tonnes, 
rapeseed and mustard at 3.2 mil- 
lion tonnes and soyabean at one 
million tonne. Sugarcane pro- 
duction is expected to reach 175 
million tonnes, cotton 8.5 million 
bales and jute and mesta 11.4 
million bales. TAD . 

report said the increa 
contin during 1985-86 could 
be achieved mainly due to in- 
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novations in agricultural 
Strategy involving appropriate 
land utilisation policies, scien- 
tific crop pattern and rotation, 
better water management, trans- 
fer of technology and increased 
and timely supply of critical in- 
puts. 

The targe.s of crop production 
during the seventh Plan envis- 
aged 178 to 183 million tonnes of 
foodgrain including 15 to 16 mil- 
lion tonnes of pulses, 18 million 
tonnes of oilseeds, 217 million 
tonnes of sugarcane and 9.50 
million bales each of cotton and 
jute and mesta. The target for 
foodgrain production in 1986-87 
has been fixed at 160 million 
tonnes including 14 million ton- 
nes of pulses. 

The consumption of fertilisers 
during the year was expected to 
be 9 million tonnes of nutrients 
marking an increase of 9.8 per 
cent over the 1984-85 consump- 
tion. The indigenous production 
during 1985-86 was estimated to 
increase to 5.5 million tonnes, 
compared to 5.2 million tonnes 
in 1984-85. According to the re- 
port, efforts were on to exploit 
organic manures and bio- 
fertilisers. The production of ru- 
ral and urban compost during 
1985-86 was estimated at about 
240 million tonnes and 6.50 mil- 
lion tonnes respectively. 
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Agriculture Minister's Interview 
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[Te:ct } 


the cards this year, and with the bumper 
ion the total foodgrains output 
ro’ Sere ae 
Mr. Singh, Union Minister for Agriculture. 
Wheat production 
's put at 47 million ton- 
nes which is about 
two million 
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For instance, production of foodgrains 
drought 1979-80 came down to 109. 
lion tonnes from 131.9 million tonnes in the 
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desp 
fact that the drought conditions in that 
were the severest. In 1984-85 again 
tempo of production suffered on eccount of 
bad weather conditions, the shortfall in food- 
grains was not much. The total production in 
1984-85 is estimated at 146.2 million tonnes 
which is higher than the average level of 136.2 
million tonnes during the earlier four years of 
the Sixth Plan. 
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this ~~ Potato has recorded an alltime high 
of 12 million tonnes, and cotton has progressed 
impressively this ae. “Our target for cotton is 
102 lakh bales {170 kg bale) by the end of the 
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Cultivated area—mor. than 70 cent—con- 
tinues to be dependent %n rain. bulk of the 
pulses and oilseeds c:op: and 40 per cent of 
total foodgrains are grown .~ these areas. With 


of Agricultural Research (ICAP) aims at increa- 
a pee ae ae ne 
ough assured input 

. supply of ade- 


ocessing technology appli 
a for mass multiplication of elite 
genotypes. “We aim at achieving the short-term 
TS ot eee ee ee 
of the Seventh Plan, and 24 to 26 million 
tonnes by the turn of the century.” 
’ To tackle the major issues limiting the pulses 
production, a National Pulses Pro- 
would come into operation in the Seventh 
period, according to Mr. Buta Singh. “This 
project will take care of pulses milling, price 
policy, marketing and assurance of re- 
munerative prices to farmers in addition to the 
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[Text ] 


Remarks in Parliament 


Minister of State for Agriculture 
Yogendra Makwana on Wednes- 
day said that despite natural ca- 
lamities like droughts and floods 
the foodgrains production was ex- 
pected to be about 150 million 
tonnes this year, reports PTI. 

Intervening in the debate on 
demands for grants of Agriculture 
Ministry Mr Makwana said in the 
Lok Sabha that a technological 
mission had been established to 
undertake basic research for in- 
creasing production of oilseeds. 

The Minister also spoke of the 
high incidence of natural calami- 
ties and said a total of twelve 
States and two Union Territories 
had been affected by the drought. 
Besides all the 22 States and two 
of the Union Territories had been 
hit’ by natural Hazards such as 
floods hailstorms, earthquakes, 
fires and avalanches. 

Mr Makwana said efforts were 
also on to step up basic research to 
evolve better varieties of 
sugarcane to increase 
productivity. 

He said scientists had found 
out cure for pryilla disease which 
had affected sugarcane crops in 
various parts of the country. 

Referring to crop insurance 
Mr Makwana said eleven States 
and one Union Territory had al- 
ready accepted the scheme. He 
said 41-80 lakh hectares of land 
was covered under the crop insur- 
ance scheme last year, with 
premimum accounting for Rs 9.33 
crore. 

The Minister said operation 
Flood I and II had been completed 
as a result of which there had been 
a bumper production of milk. The 
production of milk, he said had in 
fact gone up so much that the 
country now lacked processing ca- 
pacity to cope with the increase in 
production. 

Earlier members irrespective 
of party affiliation expressed ser 
ous concern over the “growing dis- 
parity” between the urban rich 
and the rural poor as well as rising 


88 


number of landless farmers de- 
spite the green revolution and 
self-sufficiency in foodgrains in 
the country: 

Telugu Desam member K 
Ramachandra Reddy said that 
the stark realities with regard to 
the difference between the urban 
rich and the rural poor were re- 
flected in the average consump- 
tion of cereals by the two classes 
of people. While the ‘urban rich 
consumes around 400 grams of 
cereals a day, the rural folk could 
as best get only 150 grams. 


He said that despite the Gov- 
ernment’s stated concern for the 
rural poor the allotment for the 
NREP programme in the sever:th 
Plan had been drastically 
slashed. 

Mr Reddy also accused the 
Government e/ serving the inter- 
est of only 24 per cent of the coun- 
try’s population living in urban 
areas at the cost of the poverty 
stricken millions in the 
countrysidde. ‘The whole admin- 
istration is urban-oriented he 
said. 


Mr Rajmangal Pandey Con- 
gress while stating that the nation 
owed a lot to the agriculture scien- 
tists who were in the green revolu- 
tion regretted that irrigation still 
remained very much neglected. 
He said despite the efforts of the 


farmers the rural economy had 
not attained the expected level of 


growth. 

Mr Rajkumar Rai Congress 
called upon the Government to 
offer remunerative prices to the 
farmers after taking into consid- 
eration the rising cost of inputs. 
He also suggested that more and 
more agricultural mandis be 
opened for the benefit of 
farmers. 

A former Union Minister, Mr 
P € Shetty (Cong) pleaded for in- 
creasing emphasis on dry land 
farming and better facilities for ir- 
rigation, marketing and introduc- 
tion of the ew technology. , 





Food Ministry Report 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 24 Apr 86 p 6 


{Text ] 


New Delhi, April 23 (PTI): India 
imported 19.50 lakh tonnes of 
sugar between May, 1985 and 
February this year to meet its 
increasing domestic require- 
ment because of a shortfall in 
indigenous production. 

During the sugar year 1984-85, 
the country’s indigenous sugar 
production was marginally high- 
er at 61.44 lakh tonnes over the 
59.16 J-“h tonnes »f 1983-84. 

Indi. had produce. 2 record 
84.38 lakh tonnes in 1981-82 and 
82.32 lakh tonnes in 1982-83. 
‘The steep decline in production 
had been due to lower sugarcane 
production and its diversion to 
gur and khandsari production, 
accor Jing to the annual report of 
the ministry of food and civil 
supplies for 1985-86. 

Besides, the report says, in 
eastern Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar, sugarcane production suf- 
fered due to widespread water- 
logging in large areas. 

For a stable sugarcane produc- 
tion, the government had fixed a 
statutory minimum support 
price of Rs 16 per quintal linked 
to an 8.5 per cent sugar recovery 
for 1985-86. The government had 
raised this to Rs 17 per quintal 
for 1986-87 to encourage farmers 
to grow sugarcane. 


The quantum of levy sugar 
allocation to the state govern- 
ments during 1984-85 was kept 
at 3.13 lakh tonnes each month 
as in the previous year with the 
release of an additional 50,000 
tonnes for June, August, 
September, October and Novem- 
ber, 1985 mainly on account of 
festivals. 

The release of sugar foi sale in 
the open market was also 
appreciably higher at 46.35 lakh 
tonnes for 1984-85 compared to 
40 lakh connes in 1983-84. 


From Jure last year, imported 
sugar was also re’eased for sale 
in the open market. In fact, the 
monthly ratio of the levy-free 
sale sugar release had been 
changed from the existing 65:35 
to 55:45 in favour of open mar- 
ket release. 

As a resuit of liberal releases, 
the domestic consumption of 
sugar had gone up from 64.70 
lakh tonnes in 1982-83 to 75.70 
lakh tonnes in 1984-85. 


At the end of 1985, the country 
had a licensed capacity of 87.28 
lakh tonnes spread over 396 
sugar factories against an actual 
installed capacity of 73.86 lakh 
tonnes represented by 361 sugar 
factories. 


Rabi Season Expectations 
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[Text] 


NEW DELHI, April 13. 


_ procurement in the 
YY ensuing rabi marketing season 
is expected to exceed last year's 
record 10.3 million tonnes, Har- 
vesting of a bumper crop is in 
full swing at present. 

The Food Corporation cf India 
(FCI) has announced that it would 
strictly follow the grain quality spe- 
cifications laid down by the Union 
government for wheat procurement. 
This is to ensure that only good 
quality grain is purchased which 
would later be acceptable to con- 
summers. 


The FCI has finalised plans in 
collaboration with state agencies for 
providing effective price support to 
the growers. 

The government har fixed the 
support price for wheat (Grade!) at 
Rs. 162 a quintal, This is Rs. 5 higher 
than last year's procurement price. 
There will be a out of Rs, 2 a quin- 
tal on Grade-lI wheat. 

Punjab is expected to contribute 
6,7 million tonnes of wheat to the 


central grain pool, amourting to 
over $7 per cent of the country’s 
total anticipated procurement. 

This year, the FCI's allotted share 
of procurement in Punjab hes been 
raised to 37 per cent from 25 per 
cent earlier, 1¢ will operate in about 
350 mandis and the state government 
agencies in 596 purchase centres. 

Uttar Pradesh is likely to be the 
second-largest contributor to the 
central kitty, with an anticipated 
procurement of 2.5 million tonnes. 
This would be over 21 per cent of 
the total procurement, The FCI 
plans to procure about 300,000 ton- 
mes of wheat directly from the far- 
mers through a network of 356 pur- 
chase centres. The state government 
has made arrangements for opening 
over 4,500 centres througi its vari: 
ous agencies. 

In Haryana, the procurement is 
likely to be over 2.2 million tonnes,’ 
The FCL would purchase 35 per 
cent of this quant*ty from 75 mandis 
exclusively and in 40 centres jointly 
with other agencies. The state go: 
emment agencies propose to open 
185 price support centres, 
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Farm Credit Arrangements 
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[Text ] 
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NEW DELHI, April 27.—The Government Has fixed 
a target of Rs 7,512 crores for disbursement as short-term 
agricultural credit and term loans during 1985-86. _ 


Of this, the share of coopera- 
tives is Rs 3,757 crores and that 
of commercial and regional) rural 
banks Rs 3.755 crores, accord ng 
to the 1985-86 annual report of 
the Departrent og Agriculture 
and Cooperation, 

The report says that the Seventh 
Plan envisages radical changes in 
lending policies and procedures 
of the financing institutions. Cre- 
dit structure at all levels is to be 
strenczthened and reoriented and 
we of loans is to be impro- 
v 


According to the report, special 
emphasis is to be laid on dry land 
farming, production of pulses and 
oilseeds and more credit facilities 
are to be provided in the less de 
veloped areas, particularly the 
north-eastern region. 

MAjOR TURUST 

A “multi-agency approach” has 
been adopted as a national policy 
for institutional credit support for 
achieving higher levels of produc 
tion a productivity. The major 
thrust of the eredit policy is to 
provide adequate and timely cre 
dit to farmers, particularly those 
in the small and marginal category 
and other weaker sections. 

The report says that during 
1984-85. cooperative disbursed 
loans amounting to Rs 3,250 cro- 
res, Rs 2,500 crores as short-term 
loans and Rs 750 crores as medium 
and long-term loans. registering 
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an increase of Rs 345 crores over 
the previous year. 

There has been a substantial im- 
provement in the quality of lend- 
ing. Instructions have been issucd 
to revise the scale of finance, tak- 
ing into account the changes in 
the prices of fertilizers and other 
inputs. The component of the loan 
in kind (in the form of seeds, fer- 
tilizers, pesticides) 1. now over 
40% Efforts are being made to 
further enhance this component, 


Mounting overdues are said to 
be the most serious problem affec 
ting the flow of institutiona! cre- 
dit. The Government, along with 
the Reserve Bank of India and Na- 
bard, has taken steps to improve 
the leve] of loan recovery. Study 
teams were deputed to States whth 
high overdues problem. State Gov- 
ernments and bank managements 
have been asked to take effective 
measures against wilful defaulterss. 

The report says that a compre- 
hensiive crop insurance schene 
has been introduced from the 1985 
kharif season. The — ——- at 
supporting and stimulating procuc- 
a a Fae pulses and oilseeds. 
The General Insurance Corpora- 
tion has so far rectived insurance 
‘proposals worth Rs 524 crores for 
the 1985 kharif season from 12 
States and one Uniqn Territory. 








JAMAAT DELIVERS ULTIMATUM ON DIVORCE BILL 
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[Text ] New Delthi, April 21: An ultima- 
tum to pass the Muslim Women’s 
(protection of rights on divorce) 
Bill in this session of Parliament 
has been served on the Union 


cere 5 in an article pub- 
i by Radiance, the organ of 
the Jamaat-e-Islami. 

The article says that if the Bill 
is not passed, the government 
will be faced with the setting up 
of Shariat courts all over the 
country by Muslim organisa- 
tions. 

There are also indications in 
the article that a section of the 
Muslim community which 
favours the Bill now feels the 
need for making certain amend- 
ments to its provisions. It is not 
specifically stated on what 
counts amendments are felt 
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parties against the Bill.” 


| The Jamaat-e-Islami, through 


its weekly, has endorsed the 
views of the Congress(I) women 
MPs, sere out that these 
were iden to the views held 
by the All India Muslim Personal 
Law Board, All-India Muslim 
Majlis-e-Mushawarat, Indian 
Union Muslim League, Mu’ lim 
Youth Convention, Jamaat-e- 
Islami and similar organisations 
on the Supreme Court judgment 
and the Bill. 

The article has made special 
mention of the memorandum 
presented by the ruling party 
Muslim women MPs to the Prime 
Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, 
maintaining that the rights of 
Muslim women were secure 
under the existing personal law 
and hence no reforms were 


necessary. “Congress luminar- 


um 

It has made clear that follow- 
ing any attempt to delay the 
passage of the Bill, Muslims 
would set up Shariat courts from 
the village level upwards to 
“avoid knocking at the doors of 
the civil and criminal courts. 
That, perhaps will not be the 
happiest day for secular India.” 
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REPORT SUMMARIZES NEW EDUCATION POLICY 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 22 Apr 86 p 1 


{Text ] 


i 
[E 
2 = 
Fa 


z 
E 
j 
| 
A 
e7 


Hireal 

it 

vil 
le 


B 
i 
4 
i 
4 


i 
| 


ez’ 
5F 
FE 
4 


92 


INDIA 


/12851 
CSO: 


4600/1695 


93 


The paper says an overhaul of the 
system of teacher education will be one 
of the first steps towards impiementa- 
tion of this policy. District institutes of 
education and training will be set up 
with this purpose and selected second- 
ary teacher training colleges upgraded. 
Sub-standard teacher training institu- 
tions will be wound up. The national 
council of teacher education will be 
stengthened. 


tention of all children up to 14 years of 
age and substantial improvement in 


of the by 
vocational courses by 1900 and 24 per 
cent by 1995. 
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ANTARCTIC TEAM RETURNS WITH ‘WEALTH OF INFORMATION' 
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[Text ] 
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Ahmedabad, April 22 (PTI) 
— The fifth Indian expedition to 
Antarctica has returned home 
with a wealth of information and 
material which is likely to cast a 
new light on meteorites, climatic 
conditions and bird life of the icy 
continent. ¢. 

The city based Physical Re- 
search Laboratory (PRL) in col- 
laboration with the Geological 
Survey of India (GSI) has 
launched the first systematic me- 
teorites search programme in the 
blue ice zones and the galcial mo- 
raines lying in the Schirmachar 
and Wohlyhat ranges, the hill re- 
gions of Antarctica, Dr Vasant 
Nijampurkar, deputy leader of the 
expedition said. 

Low altitude helicopter sorties 
and extensive ground survey wert 
specially planned as part of the 
drive to collect meteorites and 


lected during the geological map- 
ping and geophysical investiga- 
tions for detailed chemical 
analysis, Dr Nijampurkar who 
heads isotop glaciology group 
PRL said. 

These ice and rock samples are 
brought to PRL for analysis using 
sohpisticated instruments. 

The “treasure trove” brought 
from Antarctica also includes two 
greenish egg shells of penguins 
collected from the rockery— 
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where these friendly birds live in 
groups, lay and hatch their 


RES. 

Asked how the birds in antarc- 
tica reacted to human activities, 
Dr Nijampurkar said most of 
them had become friendly with 
man. Birds thronged places like 
Dakshin Gangotri station to have 
taste of “imported” canned food 
apart from: penguins roaming 
about, skuas were other common 
birds flying around. Huge flocks 
of white pigeqns greeted them as 
the ice breaker “Ms Thuleland” 
carrying a 87-member team 
neared Antarctica. 

Talking about efforts being 
made to meet the power needs of 
the station, he said, the BHEL 
had carried out preliminary ex- 
periments for harnessing solar en- 
ergy. There was a good solar radi- 
ation in Antarctica, but it was 
reflected back by the sprawling 
white ice, and if tapped, this 
would prove a boon to us in that 
desolate place, he said. 

The meteorology team had set 
up a permanent data collection 
centre which will act at an un- 
manned weather station in Ant- 
arctica. A team of the National 


Institute of Oceanography (NIO) 


of Goa conducted bio-ecological 
studies for zoo-planktons (krills) 
phytoplanktons and 
macrophytes. 
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BRIEFS 


ATTACKS ON FISHERMEN--Madras, April 18--The Indian patrolling in the sea off 
Rameshwaram has been intensified following attacks on Tamil fishermen by the 
Sri Lankan Navy, Tamil Nadu's minister for backward classes, Mr Govendhan, 

has said. Mr Govendhan told the state assembly today that one vessel and 

one aircraft each of the Indian navy and the coast guard were on patrol duty. 
Making a statement in response to a call-attention motion by Mr R. Thamaraikkani 
(AIADMK), the minister said the fishermen were now able to go out to the 

sea under protection. Mr Govendhan pointed out that with the redrawing of 

the boundaries hetween India and Sri Lanka as per the agreement of 1974, which 
gave the Kacchathivu to the island republic, the limits of the Rameshwaram 
fishermen had strunk. The fishermen had been attacked off and on since 1983. 
Each time, the chief minister, Mr M. G. Ramachandran, had urged the Centre 

to prevent such attacks. The Centre heeded the plea by intensifying patroiling. 
The assembly also adopted a resolution, condemning the US aggression against 
Libya. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Apr 86 p 9] /12851 
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IRAN 


ARMS SALE, TRADE RELATIONS REPORTED; TANKERS INTERCEPTED 
London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 26 Apr-2 May 86 pp 17, 18 
[Text] Washington Foils Weapons Plot 


The US government has charged at least 17 people with conspiring to sell $2,500 
million worth of American weaponry to Iran. Most of the armaments were to 

have been bought in third countries--mainly Israel--and ostensibly shipped to 
countries deemed friendly to the US, such as Turkey, Pakistan, Greece and the 
Philippines. During shipment, they would have been diverted to Iran. 


The weaponry included hundreds of Skyhawk fighter bombers, F-4 and F-5 fighters, 
and helicopters, and more than 15,000 Python air-to-air missiles and TOW anti- 
tank missiles. "This is the largest illegal export of arms in the US so far," 
US Customs official Jane Rappaport says. 


US Attorney-General Edwin Meese said just before the indictments were published 
that illegal weapons shipments are “a priority right now of the customs service. 
I think you will find that these cases are being investigated and prosecuted 
with a great deal of regularity." 


Previous attempts by US citizens to supply Iran with military spare parts and 
equipment have been on a much smaller scale. One US official called the latest 
effort "mind-boggling in scope." According to another, the weapons were destined 
for Iran and the international "terrorist network." 


The deal is said to have been put together by an American lawyer, Samuel Evans, 
in London, and two companies--BIT of Israel and West Germany's International 
Services. Those charged include retired Israeli general Avraham Bar-Am. He 
was arrested in Bermuda. Other arrests took place in New York. The suspects 
include citizens of the UK, France, West Germany and Greece. 


The Foreign Affairs Ministry in Tel Aviv has denied involvement in the con- 


spiracy. Officials say Israel cannot be held responsible for the activities 
of individual citizens. 
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US officials say the suspects had obtained State Department certificates 
indicating the weapons would go to friendly countries. The armaments concerned 
are now in Israel and several other unnamed countries; they would have been 
shipped to Iran aboard Greek vessels. 


In Tehran, the daily Kayhan said Iran strongly denied involvement in the 
weapons smuggling plan. It quoted a war spokesman as saying: "Our enemies 
are trying to create difficulties for Iran in purchasing arms. But those who 
want to sell their arms are always proposing. These ploys will be of no use." 
The man added that the US case simply indicated "the height of corruption 

in the US armed forces." , 


Spending Cuts Look Likely 


Development spending may be cut by up to 38 percent in 1986/87 unless oil prices 
and revenues improve dramatically. Energy Minister Mohammad Tawi Banki says. 

In a bleak assessment of the economy, the former head of the Plan & Budget 
Ministry pointed out that government revenue has been falling for three years, 
and that consumption of foreign goods is too high. 


Speaking at a seminar, Tawi Banki said Plan & Budget Minister Massoud Roghani 
Zanjani had told him the IR 1,130,000 million ($13,950 million) development 
budget for the Iranian year started 21 March would be cut to IR 700,000 million 
($8,650 million). Government revenue fell to IR 2,650,000 million ($32,700 
million) in 1984/85, from the previous year's IR 2,727,000 million ($33,700 
million); it is not expected to exceed IR 2,320,000 million ($28,600 million) 
in 1986/76. 


"I want to say we have a chronic disease in our society, which is revealed by 
these indices," Tawi Banki said. "False employment" and unemployment account 
for 39 percent of the economically active population of 12.3 million, he 
added. Per capita income fell to IR 85,000 ($1,050) in 1983/84, from IR 
106,000 ($1,300) in 1978/79--largely, it appears, because of a 17 percent 
increase in population. 


In March, the heavy industries and industries ministers complained about a 
shortage of foreign exchange. The latter said his budget for this year is half 
that of two years ago. 


Foreign exchange restrictions and reduced imports of raw materials have cut 
output at many factories (MEED 1:2:86). 


West German Firm to Supply Two Generators 
An DM 85 million ($37 million) order to supply two gas turbine generators 


has gone to West Germany's Kraftwerk Union (KWU). Client is the state-owned 
power generation and transmission company Tavanir. 
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The contract is for two 137-MW generators, as well as outdoor switchgear; 
delivery is scheduled for July and September. Tavanir is to install the 
generators at Rey, just south of Tehran. 


KWU has been involved in several schemes in Iran, including a nuclear power 
station at Bushehr. Construction of the twin-reactor station stopped with 
the 1979 revolution; completion is considered unlikely, because of war damage 
and the high costs of finishing the work. 


Oil Tankers Intercepted 


The navy has started intercepting oil tankers in the Strait of Hormuz, 
apparently to ensure that they are not carrying oil on Iraq's behalf. "If 

they (the tankers) are in any way involved with our enemy, they will be seized," 
navy commander Mohammad Hossain Malekzadegan said on 21 April. 


Iran recently threatened to confiscate oil pumped and sold for Iraq by Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait; most of this oil comes from the Divided Zone. About 
320,000 barrels a day of crude is being marketed in this way. 


The tanker captains are being asked to state their ports of origin and destina- 
tion; vessels are not being stopped, Malekzadegan says, the US destroyer 
Benjamin is monitoring the position in the strait; it has been warned to stay 
out of the exclusion zone announced recently by Tehran, he added (MEED 19:4:86). 


/12851 
CSO: 4600/316 
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IRAN 


SALE OF BEQUEATHED LANDS DECLARED VOID 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 12 Apr 86 p 2 


[Interview with Hojjat ol-Eslam Emam Jamarani, supervisor of the Hajj 
pilgrimage and religious endowments, by the press; date and place not 
specified] 


[Text] Mashhad, KEYHAN correspondent. According to the 
ratification of the Majlis, the ownership of all bequeathed lands 
that have been sold through land reforms will be void and those 
lands will be reinstated as religious endowments. 


In a press conference, Hojjat ol-Eslam Emam Jamarani, the supervisor of the 
Hajj pilgrimage and religious endowments of the country, who participated in 
the seminar of the Shar' magistrates of the special civil courts and the 
directors general of the religious endowment offices throughout the country, 
made the above statement and responded to other reporters’ questions. 


In response to a question concerning the issue of the return of religiously 
bequeathed property, he said: The issue of returning the religiously endowed 
lands is a legal matter and according to the decree of the imam, who was asked 
after the revolution, all religiously endowed property which has been taken 
away must be reclaimed as religious endowments. Hence, we offered a single 
article to the Majlis which was ratified. 


According to this law, all deeds for religious endowments that were sold 
through the land reform, about 220,000 instances throughout the country, are 
void and will be reinstated as religious endowments. 


In regards to the reason concerning not selecting the directors of the 
pilgrimage tours from among the clerics, he said: This is because the clerics 
must maintain their guidance role; it is not proper for a cleric to manage or 
serve a tour group. 


Hence, we used the clerics only to provide guidance to the tour groups. 
Reza'i, the supervisor of the Hajj end pilgrimage affairs of the country, was 


also present in this interview. He said in regards to the increase in the 
proportion of out-of-season Hajj pilgrims: As you know, the names of those 
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who will go on out-of-season Hajj pilgrimages are announced year by year in 
order not to cause any problems for the people. Therefore, the government of 
Iran has requested that, if Saudi Arabia agrees, Iran's out-of-season Hajj 
pilgrimage quota be doubled. At the present, we send 4,000 people every month 
on out-of-season Hajj pilgrimages. 


He added: At the present, 10,000 people are sent to Syria every month. But, 
due to the limited resources and capacity of Syria, we cannot increase that 
number. Concerning the registration of new people for Syria, God willing, it 
will begin after the operations of the Hajj this year. 


He added: This year, we will send 15,000 members of the martyrs' families on 
the Hajj pilgrimage. We will also form a special tour group of the self- 
sacrificers. 


According to the report by yr | correspondent, in the conclusion of this 


interview, Hojjat ol-Eslam Jawharani asked the out-of-season and other Hajj 
pilgrims to act as ambassadors of the Islamic Republic in Saudi Arabia. 


10 , 000 
CSO: 4640/278 
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IRAN 


OFFICIAL ANNOUNCES METHODS OF DISTRIBUTING BARREN LAND 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 17 Apr 86 p 18 


[Interview with Engineer Isari, date and place not specified] 


[Text] In an exclusive interview with the KEYHAN 
economic correspondent, the general manager of the urban 
land organization explained the methods of the 
distribution of barren lands among the oppressed, the 
distribution of transferred lands throughout the country 
among the applicants of the employee and worker 
cooperatives, and transforming indeterminate lands to 
green areas. 


In the interview, Engineer Isari referred to the reason behind the recent 
visit of the minister of housing and urban development to the urban land 
agency and said: 


Following the statements of the imam in connection with the participation of 
the people in defending the country, meetings were held in the Ministiy of 
Housing to explain the decree of the imam. 


The minister of housing and a group of the deputies and colleagues in the 
urban land agency participated in a meeting at the urban land agency, during 
which he also announced our readiness to participate in defending the country 
both on and behind the front, according to the specializations of the 
colleagues in the agency. 


Engineer Isari then said in regarde to the activities carried out by the urban 
land agency: The activities of this agency are summarized in two parts. The 
first concerns the support for the war and the participation of the colleagues 
in this effort. In this area, from the start, the urban land agency sent 127 
of its employees to the front, a number of whom are still on the front, and 
some have been sent to the front several times. Also, a group of the agency 
directors have visited the front many times. 


Also, the urban land agency has offered five martyrs to the Islamic 
revolution, and more than 30 million rials has been offered to the fronts. 
Also, from now on, a portion of the saiaries of the employees of this agency 
will be allocated to the fronts. Another service in connection with the war 
is to provide housing for the families of the martyrs and the foundation for 
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the affairs of the war victims, for which land has been allocated in most 
provinces. He said: In transferring land to the families of the martyrs, we 
impose no restrictions. The transference of land to the families of the 
martyrs, the disabled, and the injured is given priority. 


Another of the steps taken by the urban land agency is the transference of 
land at a level which could create 100,000 residential units throughout the 
country. Fortunately, according to the available statistics, more than this 
amount has been transferred to the people. Also, in the urban land agency, 
total ownership over the past 4 years involves 380 million square meters and 
total transfer over the 4 years involves about 240,000 families. 


The KEYHAN economic correspondent asked Engineer Isari about the method of 
transferring 30 percent of the distribution lands transferred throughout the 
country to the workers and employees. He responded: Considering the programs 
of the government as well as the statements of the president in regards to the 
distribution of land among the government employees, 30 percent of the lands 
transferred are to be allocated to the worker and employee cooperatives. 


Of course, considering that in various cities the number of employees and 
workers is different, this percentage will be divided in proportion to the 
number of workers and employees. For example, in the city of Shahrud, which 
has a larger number of workers than employees, certainly more than 30 percent 
would belong to the workers. On the other hand, in another city in which 
employees are in the majority, the share of land for employees will be 
greater. 


He said: For this purpose, the experts of the agency are working on this 
plan, trying to study the correct method explicitly so that, God willing, on 
1 Ordibehesht [21 April] this year, we will announce the ratification of the 
Cabinet throughout the country, to be acted upon accordingly. 


Our correspondent then asked about the decision of the urban land agency 
concerning the changing of the lands with indeterminate ownership to green 
areas. Engineer Isari responded: Since, unfortunately, trespassing on 
government and non-government lands had increased and such actions had to be 
stopped somehow, the urban land agency, in order to prevent the hostile 
takeover of such lands, decided to identify such lands, and since the legal 
period for the urban lan; law is nearing its end, in order to prevent their 
hostile takeover, at the present, to either create marginal or actually full 
green areas. Steps will be taken after the decision is made concerning their 
ownership and also taking into consideration the comprehensive plan. 


He said: Not only were such lands which were not in use and had turned into 
refuse dumps endangering health, but, necessarily, a percentage of the urban 
areas must be changed into green areas. He said: The changing of such lands 
to green areas will be carried out with the cooperation of city halls. In 
fact, the urban land agency will prepare the lands and place at the disposal 
of the city halls for the creation of green areas. 
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In the area of the method of identifying indeterminate lands, Engineer Isari 
said: In order to identify such lands, first an aerial map must be prepared 
and then the registered number determined. Then the registered deeds will be 
announced, because some of these lands might be owned by the government. 
Also, the comprehensive plan must be consulted, because some of these lands 
might have to be changed into streets in the comprehensive plan. He said: 
Since the creation of green areas is not possible in all seasons and we must 
begin during the tree planting season, we work more rapidly so as not to waste 
time, as tree planting on such lands is being carried out simultaneously and 
might take a few months. 


In the area of the distribution of the barren lands that can be built on among 
the oppressed, the director general of the urban land agency said: Since the 
legal period for urban lands is going through its final phase, we have begun 
to expend all our efforts to identify the lands with our experts and this work 
must be completed by the end of the year. Hence, a group has been 
commissioned to identify all the urban barren lands and, God willing, after 
the barren lands have been identified, their possession will be easier and 
they will be immediately distributed among the qualified oppressed. 


He said: The period for the revitalization of carren lands by owners, which 
was to be the end of 1364 [21 March 1985-20 March 1986], was extended in the 
last days of last year. The government decision was announced that in order 
to help the oppressed and those who do not have more than one plot of land and 
who have thus far not been able to revitalize their lands due to the war, lack 
of materials, or lack of financial resources, this period would be extended to 
the end of 1365 [21 March 1986-20 March 1987]. Therefore, there is no concern 
in this regard. Those with one plot of land (less than twice the quota 
ceiling) may build on thei: lands by the end of this year. But the surplus 
barren lands will be possessed by the government to be placed at the disposal 
of the oppressed who meet the legal requirements. 


In conclusion, Engineer Isari said: People might get the idea that land 
transfer by the urban land agency might cause a rush of migration of 
individuals who live outside the cities. In response to such concerns, I must 
say that in accordance with the urban land law, 2 date has bee.. determined, 
which is the date of the ratification of the law, and in accordance with 
Article 65 of the law (the bylaws of the urban land law), they must have been 
residents of Tehran for a minimum of 10 years and in other cities 5 years 
prior to the date of the ratification of this law (1360 [21 March 1981l- 

20 March 1982]). In other words, we will distribute land to those who have 
been residents of cities from 1355 [21 March 1976-20 March 1977] and Tehran 
since 1350 [21 March 1971-20 March 1972]. Im addition, neither they nor their 
spouses nor their dependents should have houses or land nor should they have 
sold land or homes since 1360 [1981-82]. 


He said: We expect the people and the owners to cooperate with the urban land 
agency to enable us to be more successful in this effort. In preparing our 
work, we need the people's help, which has existed so far, to be able, God 
willing, to take advantage of this golden opportunity of the law, which might 
not be extended by the Majlis, to implement as soon as possible the 
Constitution and allocate shelter for the needy and unsheltered people as 
before. 
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IRAN 


PREMIER'S RELIGIOUS ADVISER COMMENTS ON SUNNI-SHI'A RELATIONS 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 31 Mar 86 p 2 


[Text] Political Service--Yesterday in an interview with ETTELA'AT newspaper, 
Mr Mowlavi l's'haq-e Madani, Majlis representative and the prime minister's ad- 
viser on Sunni affairs, while pointing out the activities of the pertinent 
premier's office of Sunnite affairs, discussed the extensive participation of 
the sunni brethren in the battlefronts of the war of right versus wrong. 


While noting the extensive activities of our sunni brethren in the battlefronts 
of truth versus falsehood he stated: As was clearly mentioned by the nation's 
imam in his recent statements: Today, the very principle of Islam is in danger. 
This is a truth and jit is no joke. Today, all the Muslems and even non-Muslems 
throughout the world look at this imposed war as a war between Islamites and non- 
Islamites and even non-Muslems believe that if Iran becomes victorious in this 
war, it will mean that the Islamic belief and power have become triumphant. 


Mowlavi Es"haq-e Madani went on to add: With due consideration to all the pos- 
sibilities at our disposal, everyone knows well enough that the greatest weapon 
of the Islamic Republic in this war is the weapon of Islam. And if God forbid, 
this weapon is not properly used and we are defeated, then Islam will be endan- 
gered or imperiled. This is not only an issue pertaining to the Shiite alone, 
however it is an issue which encompasses our very beiier and Islam in general. 
And as has been pointed out by the eminent imam: The very principle of Islam 
will be in danger end an Iranian defeat in reality will not be a defeat for the 
Shiites alone, but for all those people who believe in Islam as well. 


He further said: Our Sunnite brothers, with due regard to the fact that they 
are living in this country, like their own Shiite brothers are defending Islam 
and they are active in the battlefronts of the war of truth against falsehood. 
Besides serving a. regular army personnel in various units of the army as com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers, they also play an effective role in 
joining the lines of their mobilized brethren in the war of light versus dark- 
ness. 


Right now, a significant number of the Sunnite forces whether in the Kordestan 
region or whether in the Sistan and Baluchestan regions are defending Islam side 
by side with their Shiite brethren. I, personally believe that with respect to 
the recent statements of the eminent imam, God willing, an ever larger number 

of our Sunnite brothers will be dispatched to the battlefronts. 
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As regards defending the Islamic entity from the viewpoint of all the Muslems, 
whether Shiites or Sunnites, Mowlavi Es'haq-e Madani emphasized: There is no 
difference of opinion between the Shiites and Sunnites over the issue of defense 
and all the various Islamic sects who are present in Iran concur on the need for 
defense. The significance of the defense issue in Islam is so much that if and 
when an enemy attacks an Islamic nation or a city and the situation warrants or 
necessitates that even the women ought to take part in defending Islam, they can 
do so without obtaining permission from their husbands and leave the house and 
defend the Islamic nation. At such times when there is a possibility for the 
defeat of Islam, there will be no excuse or pretext for anyone and each and every- 
one will be obligated religiously to defend their own land, their own country, 
their own religion and their own sacred creeds. 


The premier's adviser on the Sunnites' affairs pointed out: As has been mentioned 
by the leader of the Islamic revolution, the war has reached a historic and des- 
tiny-making stage and at a time such as this, all the people from various walks 
and sects of life--even those who are not Muslems and live in this country--ought 
to take part in this endeavor since their own interests are also in danger too. 


A blow to Iran of today will also mean a blow to them as well, and they will 
stand to incur some losses too. This is no special privilege to only think that 
a particular group of people should defend this country since all the countries 
have an army and other relevant programs which only allows a certain segment of 
their population to enter the war. The important thing here is that all the peo- 
ple, the whole nation, ought to consider themselves as soldiers and young and 
old, like many of the minority groups of the country who are present on the bat- 
tle-field, make themselves available to the war fronts. 


While pointing to his recent visit to the Sistan and Baluchestan regions and 
expresssing the readiness of our Sunnite brothers in joining the Islamic com- 
batants on an ever more extensive level, he said: Our Sunnite brothers in ac- 
cord with the rest of the Iranian nation are in complete readiness to join other 
combatants. In my recent visit I was informed by the responsible official in 
charge of mobilization of the Sunnites of that region that in the very near 
future a large number of the Sunnite clerics will be dispatched to the battle- 
fronts to provide guidance and advice for our Sunnite brothers. 


Mowlavi Es'haq-e Madani while referring to the propaganda hocus-pocus and sub- 
terfuges of Saddam's regime in trying to show the Iran-Iraq war as one which 

is between the shiism and sunnism stated: All the people of the world are well 
aware of the Ba'th party and its crimes against the Sunni people. 


All the people know well that the objectives of the Ba'th party hie nothing 
to do with Islam. On the contrary, they are anti-Islamic. Do those people who 
are supporting Saddam today, really believe in Islam? Do they really seek the 
welfare and interest of the Sunnites? Of course the answer will be negative. 
If Saddam claims to be a Sunni and believes in sunnism, then why are so many 
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Sunnites suffering and being tortured throughout the world! For instance, the 
people of Palestine are Sunnites and it would have seemed more appropriate for 
the Iraqi regime instead of imposing a war on Iran, to have helped the Pales- 

tinians and gone into a war with Israel. 


On the other hand, with due regard to the fact that the first victim of the 
Ba’th party was Sheykh Abdol-Aziz Badri, one of the great scholars of the Sun- 
nites and that a large number of Iraqi Kurdish Muslems who are living in Iran 
or other countries in order to escape the Ba'tn party's cruelty and oppression 
are all Sunnites, then we can see that the bag of tricks and subterfuges of 
Saddam's regime do not work any more. 


In conclusion, as regards the extent of activities of the premier's office in 
counseling and other issues pertaining to the affairs of the Sunnites, he said: 
Right now, there are various offices which are in charge of handling the pro- 

blems of our Sunnite brothers and sisters. However, in order to implement the 
government's programs in carrying out the wishes of the Sunnite population, on 
behalf of the prime minister I accepted this responsibility to make our Sunnite 

brothers aware of the existing situation and happenings in the country and like- 


wise let them know about any and all government measures as far as they are con- 


cerned. Similarly, some of our Sunnite brothers and sisters might have certain 
problems which need further consultation and we will accordingly make an effort 
to contact such individuals and report our findings to the premier. 


12719 
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PAKISTAN 


BENAZIR'S RETURN SEEN IN CONTEXT OF DEMOCRACY 

Beginning of ‘New Era' 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 12 Apr 86 p 3 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Miss Benazir Bhutto, acting chairperson of the Pakistan People's 
Party [PPP], has returned to Pakistan from her self-imposed exile. The PPP 
gave her a grand reception, at the end of which she made a speech, 
reiterating her decision not to seek revenge against the present regime and 
demanding that a date be fixed for holding elections in the country on a 
political party basis. She said that her program is to lead the nation 
peacefully to the goal of progress and prosperity. 


On the same day, another meeting took place under the auspices of 
Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Pakistan. Many people from other regions of the country 
came to attend this meeting. Maulana Shah Ahmad Nurani and other members 
of the party made speeches to project their point of view on politics and 
other matters of national interest. They brought the good news that they 
would give the nation Nizam-e-Musta (the Prophet's way of life). They 
demanded that a judicial commission be appointed to punish those who break 
the laws of the Prophet. 


Miss Benazir's arrival can be termed the beginning of an exciting era in 
the country's politics. The atmosphere at the gatherings she addresses 
will give us an idea of the sort of politics she wants to give the country. 
Prime Minister Mohammad Khan Juneja said in a speech he made at Multan that 
Miss Benazir Bhutto should keep politics within the bounds of the country. 
He said that the democracy that has been restored gives every political 
party freedom to work, but nobody would be allowed to indulge in lawless 
behavior. It goes without saying that the present regime has given equal 
opportunities to every political party to engage in political activity. 
This is a good first step in the direction of true democracy. If 
democratic activity is carried on within the limits of law and order, it 
will ultimately become a part of the mental make-up of the masses. People 
will learn to think in a democratic way. 
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Democracy that has been restored after 8 years of martial law can be 
successful if not only the laws of the land but also the laws of ethics and 
decency are respected. 


Here, we think, it is pertinent to compare 10 April 1986 with 9 April 1977. 
Nine years ago we saw on the roads of this city the end of a period of 
utter lawlessness. We saw the end of a time when people had lost all 
respect for laws as well as for rules of morality and decency. The 

country that had been created for the dignity of Islam had fallen to the 
depths of immorality. The rulers of that time claimed that their politics 
was democracy, yet in their time we had the experience of a civil martial 
law. Despite the enactment of the 1973 constitution, we were deprived of 
basic democratic freedoms and had to live under the restrictions of section 
144. But now on 10 April 198, the PPP, the chief opponent of the ruling 
party, was allowed to take out a grand procession from the airport to the 
Minar-i-Pakistan. They carried banners, shouted slogans and had a large 
rally without being hindered in any way. All that the administration was 
interested in was to let everything happen smoothly. The PPP and the 
Jamiat, too, can claim that they kept their meetings orderly, but we think 
that the greatest credit should go to the administration for respecting the 
the democratic rights of its opponents. We hope that in the future, too, 
these rulers will show the same cool and collected demeanor with regard to 
the meetings of the two opposition parties, and treat them in accordance 
with accepted democratic principles. 

Before her return to Pakistan, Miss Benazir Bhutto had given her party a 
10-point moral code to follow. But we regret to say that her party did not 
take heed of her injunctions; how else can we explain the obscene slogans 
that were heard at her procession? The members of the PPP are well-known 
for their knack for creating slogans, but sloganeering never remains 
one-sided. The opponents of the PPP too are answering these dirty slogans 
in kind. We would advise the leaders of the PPP to take note of this evil 
and nip it in the bud. Dirty sloganeering should not mar the PPP 
processions in the future. 


Democracy can be successful only if the administration as well as all the 
political parties concerned keep the basic principles of democracy in view. 
The ruling party should organize itself on democratic lines. The Muslim 
League should bring together all the members who have been faithful to the 
party through thick and thin, and avoid all fortune-hunters and 
opportunists who have always worshiped the rising sun. The opposition 
parties should not be misled by the crowds in their processions. They 
should not threaten to start an agitation against the government. The best 
method is to do everything according to democratic traditions. The 
democratic process needs a lot of patience and perseverance, but this is 
the only road that will bring us to stability in our politics. Agitation 
and hectic demonstrations may cause a change of rulers, but they have 
never yet brought any lasting good to the nation. Such movements have 
alway taken us away from democracy. This is because a government that 
comes into power through agitation and sloganeering will, in its turn, be 
toppled by its opponents who will follow the same methods. Hence the 
wisest course is to follow the long and arduous way of democratic process; 
the only road that can lead us to our destination. 
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PPP ‘Lavishness' Questioned 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 12 Apr 86 p 3 


[Editorial] 


[Text] According to a news item, 10 million rupees were spent on the 
reception and organization of Benazir Bhutto's visit to Lahore. Another 10 
million were spent on bringing people from other parts of the country to 
this city. Thousands of people were brought to Lahore in hundreds of 
busses, wagons and other vehicles, and the PPP paid for their board and 
lodging. Then a lot of money must have been spent on the countless banners 
and posters that had been displayed all over the city. Who gave money for 
all this lavishness? It is said that the PPP, despite being called the 
party of the poor, has in its ranks big land-owners, feudal lords and 
capitalists. The question here is: Are these moneyed people given to 
spending their money for the good of the common man? Most of them, like 
the United Statee follow a double-faced policy: being on good terms with 
the ruling party in a country, but keeping an eye on and being friendly 
with the prospective leaders of a possible change in the government. The 
PPP has just retarted its pageant of colorful processions. In order to show 
its popularity it will have to spend a loi of money on every procession in 


every big city in the country. Who will foot the bill for all this 
lavishness? 


Midterm Elections Call Viewed 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 12 Apr 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "Demand for Immediate Elections" ] 


[Text] Miss Benazir Bhutto, the present chairperson of the Pakistan 
People's Party (PPP), has demanded the fixing of a date for holding elections 
on a party basis. She was addressing a public meeting in Lahore. She added 
that she was not practicing any politics of revenge. Miss Benazir rejected 
the referendum and demanded that President Ziaul Haq return power to the 
people. The political scene in the country has warmed up since Miss Benazir 
returned and started holding public meetings. President Ziaul Haq, Prime 
Minister Junejo, and Punjab's chief minister, Nawaz Sharif, have repeatedly 
assured people that all political parties and leaders have the right to 
continue their political activities. Some people had expressed fears about 
the disturbance of law and order if such freedom were given to political 
parties; however, this proved unfounded when various political parties held 
rallies on 10 April. When demanding elections on a party basis, Benazir 
should be aware that the freedom to hold political rallies is given by a 
government elected on a nonparty basis. We also do recognize the right of 
the elected representatives to complete their present terms. Some independent 
politicians, including Pir Sahib Pagara, have been saying that there is 
nothing wrong with holding midterm polls for the sake of unity and peace in 
our country. This would help javolve those political parties that were not 
included in the last elections. A middle way can be found between this 
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suggestion and Miss Benazir's demand for holding elections on a party basis 
immediately. Such a mutual understanding will improve our political climate. 
One prerequisite for such an action would be placing priority on national 
interest rather than individual or party demands. One welcome development 
is Miss Benazir Bhutto's decision not to initiate an atmosphere of discord 
against the present government. We should, however, worry about the demand 
for immediate elections. We are glad to know that Miss Benazir Bhutto does 
not want to practice politics of revenge. This kind of politics always 
brings about violence and unrest. 


Miss Benazir, just like other political party leaders, is demanding complete 
democracy in the country. It is also being said that Miss Benazir should 
practice democracy within her own party to give some consistency to the 
concept of democracy. For some reason, democratic elections within the party 
are not considered appropriate. Following her family tr-dition, 

Miss Benazir declared in an emotional speech that she loves her country and 
does not care for power. This love demands that she not cause any conflict 
or tension in the country. Her refusal to recognize the referendum and its 
results, however, are contradicting her statements. 


Our politicians have the tendency to make big forecasts and plans if they 
get a good welcome on their return to politics. No doubt Miss Benazir has 
been accorded a great welcome, but it is a common practice to bring people 
from outside of cities to welcome someone returning home after a long time. 
Our politicians should keep in mind that it is not healthy for our nation if 
they begin to demand a new referendum because a rally in their honor was 
well attended. Other parties will also start treating input from a single 
local meeting as a mandate from the people. Miss Benazir will convene 
several more meetings. We expect her to use these opportunities provided 
by our democratic government for alleviating the country's problems. We are 
sure that she will stop her followers from using slogans that cause 
political unrest. 


Before returning to Pakistan, she had made it clear in her interviews with 
the news media that she did not want any kind of confrontation that could 
increase political problems. It is important for all political leaders, 
especially for Miss Benazir, that they call for positive actions. They 
should not adopt a program that could lead to friction in various groups. 
All political parties want prosperity and peace in our nation. Under the 
present circumstances, it is essential that we keep a peaceful atmosphere 
and leave the question of who is supporting whom to the polls. God forbid 
that our path to democratic rule, which Miss Bhutto supports, should be 
blocked after all these efforts and progress and that antidemocratic power 
find the opportunity to sabotage all democratic efforts. 
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BENAZIR ADVISED TO JOIN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 


Karachi DAWN in English 29 Apr 86 p 5 


[Text] 


/12828 
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” CHANGA-MANGA, April 28: A 
couple of independent members of 
4 National Assembly have et 


Ms Bedizir Biuttd're join = 


tional Assembly for pnt ac 
her goals of democracy and fair 
play instead of wasting time and 
energy in roadside meetings. 

These members made the prop- 
osal to Acting Chairperson of the 
PPP ieding an an informal meeting at 
Rawalpindi and also offered to vac- 
ate a seat to enable her election to 
the Assembly. | 

The offer was conditional on Ms 
Benazir Bhutto’s acceptance of the 
present Assemblies in the greater 
national interest. :' 

Reliable sources here confirmed 
the meeting of Ms Bhutto with the 
members of the Independent 
Group in the Parliament at 
Shalimar Plaza. 

They said that the meeting which 
continued for about two hours was 
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_ attended by Haji Saifullah, leader’ 


of the IPG, Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 


/ and Raja Shahid Zafar, members of , 


etree Se Raetelnts wate Jt 
The meeting was held in a cordial 


atmosphere during which Ms 
Bhutto is said to have stressed on 
the IPG to resign from the unpre- 
sentative Assembly and join the 
movement for restoration of full 
democracy. 

Thé counter proposal to her was 
made unanimously by the Group to 
which Ms Bhutto did not give a posi- 
tive answer. 

The IPG is also stated to have ad- 
vised Ms Bhutto not to determine 
her goals on the basis of big meet- 
‘ings and processions pf the people. 
These people, they asserted, could 
only j join her processions and meet- 
ings but would not keep company 
beyond that as they are hardly pre- 
pared to support any movement.— 
PPI . 
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BENAZIR SAYS ‘PPP CAN'T BE CRUSHED‘ 


Karachi DAWN in English 29 Apr 86 pl, 2 


[Text] 


PAKPATTAN, April 28: The Act- 
ing Chairperson of the Pakistan 


— that Gen. Zia should quit. He 
would have to bow before the will 
of the people, she said. 

Ms. Bhutto arrived at the meet- 
ing place at the head of a big pro- 
cession which covered about five 
kilometres distance from the rest 
house in about three hours. She was 
riding an open truck, waving and 
clapping. A large number of work- 
ers and peasants from all over the 
region had assembled at the 
ground despite the harvest season. 
On hes way to the ground, the PPP 
leader paid a visit to the shrine of 
Hazrat Baba Masooduddin Fareed 
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Ganj-i-Shakar where she laid a 
“chadar”. 

The Acting Chairperson of the 
PPP claimed that the regime was 
afraid of her. According to her 
when she brought the body of her 
brother Shahnawaz Bhutto home 
for burial, the Government an- 
nounced the lifting of martial law. 
Similarly when she announced her 
return to Pakistan Mr Junejo prom- 
ised proprietary rights for resi- 
dents of Kachchi Abadis in order to 
placate the masses. She said that 
ever since she had arrived Gen. Zia- 
ul-Hag had cast off his “sherwani” 
and put on military uniform again. 
He was visiting various canton- 
ments to seek support against her 
and the PPP. 

Ms. Bhutto reiterated the de- 
mand for holding of fresh elections 
on party basis by autumn this year 
and said that this was the only 
historic role left with the National 
Assembly. She said a change was 
inevitable. It was only a matter of 
time now. The PPP wanted a peace- 
ful transfer of power to the people 
and was making all out efforts to 
prepare an atmosphere conducive 
for such a transfer. She said that 
the poor masses were facing many 
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| problems which could be solved 
only under a democratic set-up. 

Ms. Benazir said that she had no 
intentions of coming into politics 
nine years ago as it was not her 
career. But when the country was 
pushed into darkness during these 
years she decided to serve the 
people from the forum of the PPP 
whose workers waged a valiant 
struggle. Some of them were 
hanged, many were lashed and 
many more arrested. 


She said that the martial law re- 
gime had hanged Mr Bhutto under 
cover of darkness, thinking that his 
execution would kill the PPP. But it 
was one of the rarest examples in 
political history that a party had 
not only survived its founder but 
had also emérged stronger and 
more effective than ever before. 
She said that the PPP was a re- 
volutionary party which would con- 
tinue its struggle till victory. 

Ms. Bhutto charged the Muslim 
League with being inimical to the 
PPP which had only ideological dif- 
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ference with it. The PML, which 
was founded by Quaid-i-Azam to br- 
ing about a society based on 
justice, equality and socialism, was 
now taking all possible steps to 
crush the poverty-stricken masses. 
She said that people were being de- 
prived of health care, education 
and justice. 

Wages of the working class were 
meagre, water tax on the peasantry 
was aimed at fleecing them and the 
people of Pxkistun were not being 
given the benefit of the fall in 
petrol prices in the international 
market. She also charged the re- 
gime with abandoning the agree- 
ment secured by Mr Bhutto with 
France for a nuclear reprocessing 
plant. 

The Acting Chairperson said that 
the PPP was for the restoration of 
1973 Constitution and rule of law. 
The Constitution was adopted 
unanimously by the representa- 
tives of the people. The regime had 
done away with it. 


JATOI TRAVELS TO JEDDAH, LONDON, U.S. 


Karachi DAWN in English 29 Apr 86 p l, 2 
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[Text] KARACHI, April 28: Mr Ghulam A PIA spokesman denied 
: that 
Mustafa Jatoi left for Jeddah on sale of tichet was refused to Mr 
Monday 4.30 p.m. by PK-731 PIA Jatoi. He said N.O.C. was not the 
flight ou way to the US for his medi- requirement for sale of ticket. 
cal check-up. Travel agents and PIA ticketing of- 
The Sind PPP chief will stop-over fices only demand visa documents 
in London for three days before go- of the country proposed to be vis- 
ing to New York. ited, he added. 
oa Jatoi’s ene schedule | The procedure was same for PIA 
was kept secre general im- lines. he stated. 
pression was that he would take a and a 
straight flight to London on way to PPI adds: 
New York. In fact, he had a booking The Sind PPP chief said that dur- 
with the PIA for passage to London ing his absence, the three Vice- 
on Sunday, but he had to defer his Presidents of the PPP, Sind will ro- 
departure as the N.O.C. had not tate as acting presidents. 
oo gevhuegnah binaeeen 
e 
Mr Jatoi rang up newsmen indi- of the party he was also following 
vidually to say Khuda Hafiz, con- the same procedure, he explained. 
firming that he had received Makhdoom uzzaman will 
permission aa ahem Govern be the Acting President Sind PPP, 
ment for travel abroad on Monday | for the month of May, Mir Hazar 
morning and that he was to fly out Khan Bijarani, June and Prof. N.D. 
sometime the same ~~. Khan, for the period in July, he 
The PPP leader have a (Jatoi) remains out of the country. 
check-up for some 10 days in the US . 
and will, then, take off for Los Answering another question, Mr 
Angeles to attend the graduation Jatoi said he had not telephonic 
ceremony of his son on May 21. contact with Ms Benazir Bhutto, 
Mr !atoi will visit Washington Acting Chairperson of the party, 
D.C. for a week before returning to currently in Punjab.—PPI 
London early in June. He will stay 
in London for a month and then re- 
turn to Karachi about July 9 next. 
/12828 
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FINANCE MINISTER SAYS OIL PRICE BEING REVIEWED 


Karachi DAWN in English 26 Apr 86 p l 


[Text] 


MULTAN, April 25: The price of 
oil is being examined by the Gov- 
ernment to give some relief to 
people, Federal Finance Minister 
Mian Mohammad Yasin Khan Wat- 
too said here on Friday. 

Talking to newsmen at Multan 
Airport on his arrival on a two-day 


visit, he said Prime Minister | 


Mohammad Khan Junejo had di- 


rected that the oil price be re- | 
viewed in view of worldwide de- | 


cline in its rate. Accordingly, the 


Government was thinking of pro- | 
viding some relief tothe people, he 


Replying to a question, the Fi- 
nance Minister dispelled the im- 
pression that the Government was 
being pressurised by some interna- 
ticnal monetary agencies like IMF 
to enhance rates of electricity, gas 
and rail fares. 

He said a wrong impression was 
persisting in some quarters in the 
country that the international 
agencies were forcing the Govern- 
ment to increase prices in some 
sectors. 


He: said Pakistan was a member : 


of these international agencies 
which provided guidelines to 
member-countries on various sec- 
tors of their economy. Their 


om though given with good . 


ntentions, were not binding and 
the Pakistan Government had not 
always accepted them. 

He, however, said it was not ad- 
= to run any organisation in 
Oss 


ECONOMIC SITUATION: Reply- 
ing to a question, Mr Wattoo said 
that overall economic situation in 
the country was satisfactory. He 
said the parity value of Pakistan 
rupee, after its delinking from dol- 
lar vis-a-vis basket currencies, was 
not disturbing. The rupees, he said, 
was determining its own value ev- 
ery day and it was not disappoint- 
ing at all. 

He said Pakistan’s economid 


performance had beer appreciated 


even by world monetary bodics, itr 
cluding the World Bank, the Aid-to- 
Pakistan consortium and thé Asian 
Bank. 

He said the World Bank, the IMF 
and the Asian Bank, of which 
Pakistan was a partner, had com- 
mended the money utilisation by 
Pakistan and were offering more 
aid to it. 

According to the Asian Bank, 
Pakistan was at number one posi- 


tion in proper utilisation of funds, 
he added. 

Mr Wattoo said that due to ap- 
propriate steps taken by the Gov- 
ernment, the rate of inflation in the 
country at present stood only at ab- 
out three per cent. Amcng other 
measures, he said the budgetary 
deficit which normally propelled 
inflation was being controlled. 

NEW BUDGET: Replying to a 
question, he said exercise for the 
preparation of the next year’s na- 
tional budget had been’ initiated 
and view of various organisations 
like chambers of commerce 
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Replying to a question, he said 
‘the Government would ensure 
‘ balanced development of rural and 
‘urban areas of the country. The 
budget would not be rural or urban- 
oriented but it would aim at 
balanced development of the en- 
tire nation, with thrust on back- 
ward areas. 
| Later addressing the Multan 
‘Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry, the Finance Minister said 
the five-point programme of the 
Prime Minister would f/ad its dis- 
i glimpses in the next year’s 





udget. 

He said the programme, which 
aimed at augmenting and upgrad- 
jing basic facilities, including edu- 
\ alien, health, power and employ- 
ment, would be woven into the fu- 
ture development strategy of the 
country. 

He said ameliorating the lot of 
the poor was central to the policy of 
the Government and its develop- 


‘ment policy would equally serve 


. the interests of the poor. 

TAX HOLIDAY: The Minister 
‘ said the question of providing tax 
‘ holiday and zero duty facility for 
_ the Multan Industrial Estate would 
be considered in the broader con- 


‘ text of a pulicy now under consid- 
; eration for various parts of the 


country. 


The another question, he said, 
the Government would ensure sup- 
port price of cotton to the growers. 


This year, he said, the Government 
_ had paid a subsidy of Rs. 220 crore 


for ensuring support. price of 


elected representatives were cotton. 
ascertained for the purpose. He said Pakistan had produced a 
He said the budget would record 7.1 million bales —APP 
some freshness of the elected 
democratic Government. 
/12828 
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MINISTER SUGGESTS SETTING UP WOMEN'S BANK 


Karachi DAWN in English 26 Apr 86 p 14 


[Text] 


/12828 


KARACHI, April 25: Dr 
Mahbubul Hag, Federal Minister 
for Planning and Development, has 

setting up of a National 
Council of non-government wo- 
men’s organisations and a women’s 
investment bank to exclusively en- 
able women to set up small 
businesses. 

He was addressing a gathering of 
representatives of over 40 women 
NGOs at APWA headquarters. on 
Thursday. 

The proposed national council, 
he said, would bring all the women 
organisations under one umbrella 
and help, in the better utilisation of 
large sums of money for women’s 
development which have “never 
been properly used”. 

He said the council would be an 
independent organisation which 
would be provided funds and would 
not be expected to submit ac- 
counts. It would negotiate work na- 
=" and, internationally, he 
said. 

Besides the Government’s alloca- 
tion of Rs 450 million for 1985-86 
for women’s development, several 
foreign agencies like the US AID 
and the Canadian CIDA have of- 
fered financial assistance for wo- 
men’s projects, he informed. 

He stressed the need for organi- 
sations to enable practical imp- 
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lementation of programmes for de- 
velopment, a task at which the wo- 
men’s division had not succeeded, 
because of lack of unity and con- 
sensus amongst women’s organisa- 


- tions. 


About the women’s investment 
bank, he said, that lady loan offic- 
ers, who can deal and understand 
women’s needs better will be 
posted, at these banks. 

Rs. 200 million can be invested in 
this scheme and loans of Rs 100,000 
to Rs 200,000 can be provided. Be- 
sides this, an exclusive window in 
some other investment bank can 
also be opened for the same 


purpose, he added. 


Another proposal made by Dr. 
Haq concerned women’s hostels at 
district headquarter level, along 
which lines a scheme was being 
worked out in the Punjab, he said. 

While there are a number of 
hostels in the cities, there are none 
for women school teachers, 
graduates and others in the far- 
flung rural areas where the living 
conditions “were pathetic”. 
Rupees 50 crore had been set aside 
for such a scheme, he added. 


He ‘also proposed setting up of . 
multi-purpose centres for women, | 


which would include 
area, restaurants, banks.—. 
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REPEAL OF ORDINANCE AGAINST AHMEDIS URGED IN UN RESOLUTION 


Karachi DAWN in English 29 Apr 86 p 2 


[Text] 
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LAHORE, April 28: Ms Karen 


Parker, a human rights advocate ' 


with consultative status in the Un- 
ited Nations has expressed concern 
on the suppression of the human 
rights of the members of the 
Ahmadis in Pakistan. 

Addressing a press conference 
here on Monday, she read out a re- 
solution carried by the Commission 
on Human Rights of the United Na- 
tions which said that the Sub- 
Commission on the prevention of 
discrimination and protection of 


minorities, guided by the princi- 


ples of the United Nations Charter, 
the Universal Declaration of Hu-' 
man Rights and the Declaration on 


the Elimination of all forms if into- | 


lerance and of discrimination 
based on religion or belief. - 

The resolution expressed grave 
concern at the promulgation of the 
Anti-Ahmadi Ordinance on April 
28, 1984 which violated the rights 


to liberty and security of the’ 


persons, the right to freedom from 
arbitrary arrest or detention, the 
right to freedom of thought, expres- 
sion, conscience and religion, the 
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right to an effective legal remedy. 
The resolution said that persons 
charged with and arrested for, vio- 
lations of Ordinance against the 
Ahmadi have been reportedly sub- 
jected to various punishment and 
confiscation of personal property, 
and that the affected groups as a 


‘ whole had been subjected to dis- 


crimination in employment and 
education and to the defacement of 
their religious property. 

The resolution called on the Gov- 
ernmen: Pakistan to repeal the Or- 
dinance against Ahmadis and re- 
store the human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms of all persons in 
its jurisdiction. 

She said that about 400 Ahmadis 
were arrested in Pakistan just for 
wearing Kalima badge while four 
had been sentenced to death by the 
military courts. She said that Ordi- 
nance was creating two problems, 
one for Ahmadis in Pakistan as 
they got little help in their own 
country while the second was that 
it had created problems for the 
countries were Ahmadis sought 
asylum. 
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COMMENTARY VIEWS SLUM DEVELOPMENT, PROBLEM OF ENCROACHMENT 


Karachi DAWN in English 29 Apr 86 p 7 


[Text] 


FOLLOWING Prime Minis- 
ter Junejo’s announcement re- 
garding the grant of proprie- 
tary rights to kachchi abadi 


dwellers, a great deal has come | 


to be expected of this move. 
Thus far, however, there is con- 
siderable vagueness about the 
scope of this move and about 
the time-frame within which it 
will be carried through. Al- 
though when he made his an- 
nouncement the Prime Minis- 
ter went so far as to say that 


rupees 500 million would be al- 


located for the purpose of slum 
development work, there has 
since been no further clarifi- 
cation from the Government 
about its plans. The issue has 
been kepi alive, of course — 
with such props as the Prime 


Minister’s statement the other 


day that a comprehensive pro- 
gramme for regularisation of 
slums is being chalked out, but 
there are still several aspects 


that require’ elaboration: 


Karachi’s Mayor Abdus Sattar 
Afghani referred to one pos- 
sible hitch when he said that 
previously the cut-off date for 
regularisation of slums was the 
first of January, 1978, and asa 
result the relevant Martial Law 
Orders would have to be 
changed. Other sources have 
also mentioned the need for 
further clarification of the 


Prime Méinister’s orders, in 
respect of the many complex is- 
sues involved in conferring 
ownership rights on squatters. 

Apart from the need for 
enabling laws and clarifica- 
tions on some of the procedural 
matters mentioned above, it is 
necessary to take a closer look 
at precisely what the Govern- 
ment is planning to do. Such an 
examination is, of course, not 
possible now since the Govern- 
ment has yet to spell out what 
its programme is. It must be un- 
derlined, however, that consi- 
dering the number of squatter 
settlements spread across the 
country, any change in their 
status is bound to have a pro- 
found effect on cities. The Gov- 
ernment should consequently 
make its plans open to discus- 
sion so that anomalies or inhe- 
rent injustices are removed as 
far as’ ig’ possiblé ‘before im- 
plementation. Among other 
things it is also necessary to 
point out at the very outset that 
regularisation cannot apply to 
kachchi abadis situated on pri- 
vate land, or on amenity plots. 
Mayor Afghani has already 
pointed out that encroach- 
ments on amenity plots, or be- 
low high-tension lines, should 
not be regularised and said a 
clarification was needed in this 
respect. Similarly, the rights of 
private ownership must be 
respected. 
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In addition to developing po- 
licy on these matters, the Gov- 
ernment must also address it- 
self to the crucial question of 
the on-going encroachment in 
urban areas. With the high rate’ 
of urbanisation i in the country, 
it is inevitable that every day 
thousands of people will be 
descending on cities in search 
of employment and living 
space. Equally inevit«ly, gi- 
ven the present state of corrup- 
tion in policing agencies, the in- 


flow of migrants will contribute 


to the creation of new squatters 
colonies — which might neces- 
sitate another attempt at regu- 
larisation five to ten years from 
now. The question to which an 
answer must be sought in the 
medium term is: are we to be 
constantly in the grip of a cycle, 
of encroachment and 

sation? It is clear that if this 
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cycle goes on, then comprehen- 
sive city planning will simply 
not be possible, and urban 
areas will very rapidly dege- 
nerate into a sprawling mess | 
with isolated pockets of orderli- 
ness. It is possible to avoid a 
im scenario of this nature, 
but that would call for a politi- 
cal decision to be made, touch- 
ing upon the limits of urbanisa- 
tion, the specific measures the 
authorities are prepared to 
take to enforce the limits and 
the finances that the Govern- 
ment and city authorities are 
prepared to lay out to regulate 
housing facilities. The question 
of finding the wherewithal for 
extending the minimum essen- 
tial urban amenities and 
services to the new owners is 
something that will tax the in- 
| genuity of the authorities very 
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